
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Morris Plains Planning Board held on June 20, 
2016 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers, 531 Speedwell Avenue.  The following 
members were present: 
 

Present: Mr. George Coogan, Vice Chair 
Mr. Salvatore Cortese 
Mr. Andre Jensen 

  Mr. Ralph Lopez, Chair 
  Mr. Leo Nichols 

Mr. Vincent Novak   
  Mayor Frank Druetzler 
                   Patrick Messmer covering for C. Falcon, Bd. Attorney                      

 Absent: Mrs. Sydney Leach 
Mr. Hank Sawoski                      

  Leon Hall, Borough Engineer  
  William Denzler, Borough Planner  
   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Lopez.  Mr. Lopez made the statement that 
adequate notice of this meeting has been published and posted in accordance with 
Chapter 231 of the Public Law of 1975, "Open Public Meetings Act."  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Lopez opened the meeting to the public to speak on matters other than those on 
the agenda.  Seeing no one, he closed this portion of the meeting to the public.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES             
Mr. Lopez requested a motion for the approval of the meeting minutes of the Board’s 
Regular Meeting held on May 16, 2016. 
 
Mr. Nichols moved that the minutes as circulated be approved, seconded by Mr. Jensen.   
Roll Call 
    Yeas: Mr. Coogan, Mr. Jensen, Mr. Lopez, Mr. Nichols,  
 Mr. Novak, Mayor Druetzler 
    Nays: None 
Abstain:      Mr. Cortese 
Absent: Mrs. Leach, Mr. Sawoski 
Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND BILLS 
Mr. Nichols read the vouchers for approval. 
 
 



 
Clarke Caton Hintz             PO #100076  $2,536.00 
Court Appointed Master Professional services rendered to the  
  Planning Board in March 2016 and April 2016.  M&M at Morris Plains, LLC vs. 
  Borough of Morris Plains & PB of Morris Plains  Docket #MRS-L-296-13 
Clarke Caton Hintz               PO #101502  $2,377.50 
Court Appointed Master Professional services rendered to the Planning Board April          
 30, 2016 - May 24,  2016.  M&M at Morris Plains, LLC vs. Borough of Morris 
 Plains & PB of Morris Plains - Docket #MRS-L-296-13 
Maraziti Falcon LLP             PO #101499  $   542.50  
JMF v. Borough of Morris Plains, et al. 
Maraziti Falcon LLP            PO #101497           $   962.50  
For Professional Services rendered to the P. Bd during the month of May 2016 
  M&M at Morris Plains v. Borough of Morris Plains - Docket #: MRS-L-296-13 PW 
Maraziti Falcon LLP            PO #101496  $   875.00  
For General Legal Services – Retainer 
Maraziti Falcon LLP  LLP           PO #101498           $1,225.00     
Legal Research and Analysis on Pending Matters.   
 
Mr. Nichols moved that these vouchers as read be approved, seconded by Mr. Jensen.  
Roll Call 
    Yeas: Mr. Coogan, Mr. Cortese, Mr. Jensen, Mr. Lopez,  
 Mr. Nichols, Mr. Novak, Mayor Druetzler 
    Nays: None 
Abstain:      None   
 Absent: Mrs. Leach, Mr. Sawoski 
Motion carried. 
 
APPLICATIONS  
None.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Minor Site Plan Committee 
No report was presented at this meeting. 
 
Master Plan Review Committee        
No report was presented at this meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Authorizing for a Special Meeting 
 
Mr. Lopez stated that Mr. Messmer will read a resolution authorizing a Special   
Meeting, in connection with a continued hearing on the application of Mane 
Incorporated which is anticipated to be filed with Board in the near future.   
 
This Special Meeting is scheduled for August 1, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Public Meeting 
Room at 531 Speedwell Avenue, Morris Plains, New Jersey.    The Board Secretary will 
provide adequate public notice of this meeting.   
 
Mr. Coogan moved that this Resolution be approved, seconded by Mr. Novak.   
Roll Call 
    Yeas: Mr. Coogan, Mr. Cortese, Mr. Jensen, Mr. Lopez,  
 Mr. Nichols, Mr. Novak, Mayor Druetzler 
    Nays: None 
Abstain:      None   
 Absent: Mrs. Leach, Mr. Sawoski 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Druetzler advised that it is expected that Mane will submit an application in July.  
He provided a number of other details relating to Mane, stating that the Applicant has 
certain time constraints.     
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
 
Cross discussion about various locations where roadwork is being done and is planned 
to be done.   
 
Mr. Cortese complimented Mr. Hall for all the coordination he has worked on with Public 
Service.  He also provided additional information in connection with the work they 
are/will be doing in the Borough.  He also discussed the issue of meters being inside a 
house and outside a house and what has been talked about in various meetings with 
Public Service.   
 
Mayor Druetzler commented that the sidewalks will be installed along the rest of Central 
Avenue and that there are a variety of other repairs and repaving in different locations.   
 
Mr. Nichols asked about the M&M project and litigation.  He stated he would like to 
know more about the impact on the Borough’s finances with regard to this matter.   



 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Mr. Messmer, read the Resolution authorizing the Board to enter into Executive Session.  
The topic for discussion will be M & M at Morris Plains, LLC vs. Borough of Morris Plains 
and the Planning Board of the Borough of Morris Plains litigation.   
   
Mr. Cortese moved that the Planning Board be authorized to enter Executive Session, 
seconded by mayor Druetzler.      
Roll Call 
    Yeas: Mr. Coogan, Mr. Cortese, Mr. Jensen, Mr. Lopez, Mr. Nichols, Mr. Sawoski, 
  Mayor Druetzler 
    Nays: None 
Abstain:      None   
 Absent: Mrs. Leach, Mr. Sawoski 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Cortese moved that the Executive Session be closed, seconded by Mr. Nichols. 
Voice Vote.  All in Favor.  Motion carried.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
Mr. Nichol moved that the Meeting be adjourned, seconded by Mr. Jensen.   Voice vote.  
All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
 
 
      Karen M. Coffey 
      Commission Secretary 
 
Maureen Sullivan 
Recording Secretary 
 


