
RECREATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

FEBRUARY 25, 2016 

 

Present: Mr. Kevin Bodnar, Vice Chairman                       

  Mr. Michael Breslin  

                  Mr. Jake Cahill (arrived at 7:37PM) 

   Mrs. Jan McCabe 

   Mrs. Maureen McEntee 

  Mrs. Maggie Slawinski 

  Mr. Gerard Sittmann, Chairman 

 

Present: Karleen Leahey, Recreation Director 

Councilwoman Laurie Fu  

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mr. Sittmann called the meeting to order.  He stated that adequate 

notice of this meeting has been posted and published in accordance with 

Chapter 231 of the Public Law of 1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Sittmann requested that all members review the minutes of the 

Commission’s January 28, 2016 Re-Organization Meeting.   

  

Mrs. Slawinski moved that the minutes of the January 28, 2016 meeting 

be approved, seconded by Mr. Breslin.  Voice vote.  All in favor.   Motion 

carried.   



 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Sittmann opened the meeting to the public to speak on matters other 

than those on the agenda.  Seeing no one, he closed the public portion of 

the meeting. 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2016 

Mrs. Leahey presented her report.   

 

Kids Helping Kids Talent Show – Mrs. Leahey reported that this event 

was held on February 11, 2016.  There were 21 participants.  She 

reported on some changes that will occur in this program in order to 

make better use of the paid instructors/mentor resources available to 

assist with this program. 

 

Mountain Way School Recreation Programs – Mrs. Leahey advised 

there are two programs being/to be held at the School - a gardening 

program and a relay races program that will be held a bit later this year.  

There are 18 participants in the gardening program and 16 are already 

enrolled for the relay races program.           

 

Mrs. Leahey commented on a problematic situation that has arisen with 

the gardening program – some parents told their children to go to the 

program and then they called Mrs. Leahey to advise they wanted to 

register their child(ren) for the program and they would bring over a 

check to pay for the program.   

 

She asked the Commission members if they could suggest a way to 

avoid this kind of situation in the future.   

 



Commission members discussed several options for avoiding this 

problem in the future, including having the school personnel call the 

parent(s) and ask that they pick up their child(ren) since they are not 

registered in the program.   

 

In the end the decision was to indicate an absolute last day to register.  

This registration also involves a form that provides such information as 

allergies and an emergency contact for each child(ren) registered.  

 

Summer Concert Series – Mrs. Leahey updated on plans for these 

concerts.  She contacted all the local talent who had participated in these 

concerts in the past to give them a deadline of February 22, 2016 

advising they needed to contact her by that date to let her know if they 

wanted to participate in the 2016 concerts; she heard from four out of 

the five local bands that they wanted to participate this summer.   

 

Mrs. Leahey provided the names of the bands that are interested in 

performing in this summer’s concerts.  Three of the four bands played 

last year and there will be one new one this year – Koverup. She 

provided some details about these bands and the kind of music they 

would be likely to play.   

 

New Pool Web Site – Mrs. Leahey advised of this new web site for the 

Pool.  The revisions for the Pool booklet and all registration forms are 

completed and will be placed on this web site by March 1, 2016.  She will 

be e-mailing various Pool-related items to all previous Pool members 

over the past four years.  This will include information about the new 

Pool web site, flyers, and membership form(s) among other items.   She 

also provided information in connection with the registration sign-up 

timeframes for a variety of activities.   

 



The suggestion was made to distribute or have available information 

about Pool membership at the Breakfast with the Easter Bunny event.  It 

was decided that this would be a good idea.   

 

Senior Picnic – Mrs. Leahey raised the subject of entertainment for this 

event.   

 

Cross discussion about entertainment at previous Senior Picnics that 

were met with various levels of satisfaction.   

 

Mrs. Leahey mentioned several possibilities such as the Pettit sisters who 

perform at the Municipal Alliance Lunch & Learn events.  She advised 

that after last year’s event, $350 remained.  She believes she could 

probably book the sisters for approximately $200.  She also asked that if 

any of the Commission members thought of other possible entertainment 

options, that they let her know.   

 

Budget/Funds Allocation/Petty Cash – Mrs. Leahey raised the subject 

of possibly being able to receive a check in the amount of $500 that 

could be cashed to provide ready cash as needed in the office.  She 

explained that she would be willing to comply with whatever record 

keeping system the Commission believed would work best.   

 

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and Egg Hunt – Mrs. Leahey 

reported that almost everything is in place for this event, except that she 

still needs someone to be the Easter Bunny.   

Cross discussion of how to go about identifying someone to play the 

Easter Bunny, including the thought that perhaps several people could 

cover this need by doing it in shifts.  The request was also made for as 

many to serve as volunteers and help at this event as possible.  There 

was also discussion about work that can be done before the day of the 

event.     



 

A specific request was made to use Box of Joe again for this event.     

 

Family Day – Mrs. Leahey updated on work and communicating she has 

done relating to this event. 

 

Volunteer of the Year – Mrs. Leahey advised of unsolicited nominations 

received for this award and provided some additional comments in 

connection with this award.   There was discussion about preparing an 

article about who was honored in 2015.   

 

Complaints Relating to Several Classes – Mrs. Leahey explained that 

the complaints are not actually about the classes themselves, but rather 

about issues relating to the cleaning of the classrooms.   Councilwoman 

Fu is working on this with the new cleaning staff.  The classes concerned 

about this are Boot Camp and Yoga.   

 

Mrs. Leahey concluded her monthly report.   

 

VOUCHERS   

Mrs. Slawinski moved that the vouchers as presented be approved, 

seconded by Mr. Bodnar.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

BUDGET 

Brief cross discussion about budget-related issues.  This discussion 

included reference to contributions that Ana, Treasurer/ Chief Financial 

Officer will need to be advised of.   

 

THEATER 

Mrs. Slawinski reported there was a meeting with Joe.  She stated she 

got the sense that he may be in the process of “transitioning out” and 

that this might be his last year.  She advised he wants to do a show that 



would incur a $1,000 royalty fee; she told him this would be too 

expensive and that another show would need to be selected.  She 

advised that Joe will be the Director and Artistic Director.   Joe Verga will 

be the Musical Director.  There will also be a choreographer.  As a result 

of the changes for Joe, his salary will be decreased and the program will 

save approximately $600. in salary.  There is no way to know upfront 

exactly how many participants will be in this program.     

 

Cross discussion about certain sports organizations and teams, including 

how registration is progressing for various sports programs and requests 

for field time from other municipalities.   

         

COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

None presented at this meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mr. Sittmann read the necessary Resolution allowing the Recreation 

Commission to open an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters 

in closed session.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Slawinski moved to allow the Commission to convene in a closed 

session; seconded by Mr. Breslin.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried.   



 

Mrs. Slawinski moved that the Executive Session be adjourned. 

 

Seconded by Mr. Breslin 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Mrs. Slawinski moved the meeting be 

adjourned, seconded by Mr. Breslin.  Voice vote.  All in favor.   Motion 

carried. 

 

 

       Karleen Leahey 

       Commission Secretary 

 

Maureen Sullivan 

Recording Secretary 

 


