
RECREATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MARCH 24, 2016 

 

Present: Mr. Kevin Bodnar, Vice Chairman 

Mr. Jake Cahill 

   Mrs. Jan McCabe 

  Mrs. Maggie Slawinski 

  Mr. Gerard Sittmann, Chairman 

 

 Absent: Mr. Michael Breslin 

   Mrs. Maureen McEntee 

 

Present: Karleen Leahey, Recreation Director 

  Susan Carey, Summer Camp Director 

Councilwoman Laurie Fu  

      

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mr. Sittmann called the meeting to order.  He stated that adequate 

notice of this meeting has been posted and published in accordance with 

Chapter 231 of the Public Law of 1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.” 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Sittmann opened the meeting to the public to speak on matters other 

than those on the agenda.  Seeing no one, he closed the public portion of 

the meeting. 

 



RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT – MARCH 2016 

Mrs. Leahey presented her report.   

 

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and Egg Hunt – Mrs. Leahey 

reported that the ticket sales amounted to $1,212 and that funds 

allocated were $1,700.   After all expenses were deducted, there was a 

balance of $950.  Some of the supplies purchased will be able to be used 

again next year for this event.   She thanked everyone for all their help. 

 

Enhancement Programs – Mrs. Leahey advised that all these programs 

have been scheduled and registration materials will be to the website on 

April 8, 2016.  The first day of registration is Wednesday, April 13, 2016.  

There is a flyer on the website now with this information. 

 

Mr. Sittmann asked about the Theater Program and whether it is going 

to be done or not.  We will be hiring the Program Coordinator (Kate and 

Joe), Joe is not.   

 

Mrs. Slawinski advised she told Joe that Kate and Joe will have to come 

in and fill out all necessary paperwork.   

 

Mr. Sittmann asked Mrs. Slawinski to call these two people to check to be 

sure that they are indeed interested in coordinating this program.   

 

Spring Programs – Mrs. Leahey stated these programs will begin in 

April and she indicated the programs that are included:  Gentle 

Beginning Yoga, Cardio Boot Camp, Boxing, Yoga, Tennis, T-Ball, and 

one other program.   

 

Mrs. Leahey advised all the vouchers are done and added to the Summer 

Concert Series vouchers. 

 



Summer Camp – Mrs. Leahey stated that she and Susan have been 

working on this program, and that she will now provide information. 

 

Ms. Carey advised that both calendars are completed.  Roughly 95% of 

the program’s local trips are booked.  The two big trips for the 2016 

season will be Keansburg Water & Amusement Park which was new last 

year and received excellent feedback and Camel Beach.  The motivation 

behind these two big-trip selections is that parents in past years have 

requested trips to smaller venues.  One is booked for a Friday so that the 

Theater participants can be included.  The fifth graders will be visiting 

Turtle Back Zoo.   

 

Cross discussion about other possible events for the camp, possibly 

shows involving various animals, including checking to confirm if Turtle 

Back Zoo has a traveling show of some kind and possibly checking with a 

horse stable, too. 

 

Ms. Carey advised that K-5 will be going to the Pool every Friday, and 

she let Chrissy know this today.  There are five Fridays in July and three 

of these days will be just the K-5 Camp and one Friday will for those 

children not going on the Keansburg Amusement Park trip. 

 

Mrs. Slawinski asked how many can go on each “big trip”?   

 

Ms. Carey replied that 48 can go on each trip plus several counselors.   

The camp will be closed on Monday, July 4, 2016, but not closed on 

Friday, July 1, 2016.  Counselors received their evaluations from last 

year.  They needed to be signed and returned by October; there was an 

extension.  She is hoping all counselors complied since it is a stipulation 

in order to re-apply this year.   Mrs. Leahey has a listing of who has not 

returned an evaluation; there are some who she would prefer not to re-

hire for a variety of reasons such as not watching the children carefully, 



excessive use of cell phone, or poor overall performance.  She asked for 

the Commission’s support in her decision as to who to re-hire and who to 

not re-hire.  She also commented that there may be a need again this 

year to search outside Morris Plains for counselors.   

 

It was stated it would be acceptable to look outside Morris Plains again 

this year if there were not sufficient qualified applicants for the counselor 

positions.  It was added that applications should be reviewed by first 

doing those from Morris Plains residents and then the applications from 

non-residents. 

 

Mr. Sittmann stated that Morris Plains is an equal opportunity employer 

so it does not matter where an applicant lives; “we want the best”. 

 

Ms. Carey stated it would be very helpful if they could have a $500 cash 

voucher.   

 

Mr. Sittmann advised that Councilwoman Fu will be taking care of this 

request. 

 

Mr. Carey concluded her presentation and asked if there were any 

questions from Commission members. 

 

Mrs. Leahey stated she anticipates a higher registration of going-into 

kindergarten participants this year since she publicized the camp in the 

kindergarten packet in connection with registration.  All parents 

registering their children for kindergarten this year will have this 

information.           

  

Councilwoman Fu suggested that this kind of information could be 

included in “welcome wagon” packets and distributed at other events 

held in the next two months. 



 

Community Park Pool – Mr. Sittmann advised there was a Pool meeting 

today with Chrissy and others.  There is now a Pool website and the 

ongoing effort will be to enhance awareness of the Pool and different 

events that will be held at the Pool. 

Family Day – Mr. Bodnar advised that this event is on target.  There 

was mention of lights reserved and when Mrs. McEntee returns, he and 

she will discuss other matters relating to this event.  The Cloverland 

Farms Petting Zoo (ponies, a goat, rabbits, chickens) is booked and now 

the clowns and other entertainers must be booked.  All the rides should 

be booked shortly.     

 

Councilwoman Fu asked if Cloverland is at the annual Block Dance, too? 

 

No one knew for sure, but the thinking was that it was a different petting 

zoo company. 

 

Mr. Bodnar will soon begin to contact the various sports organizations 

and possibly others who will be asked to volunteer their services at the 

Family Day event.  A number of the sports organizations have increased 

registrations so they should be in a position to offer assistance.   

 

Cross discussion about various elements of the logistics of this event. 

 

There was also cross discussion about whether the hoops in the 

Community Center are moved outside during the summer or do they 

stay there, including the answer that they stay there and that they will 

need to be moved for the eighth-grade dance and for waxing the floors.   

 

Councilwoman Fu advised that Art was told about the eighth-grade 

dance and the floor waxing.  She advised that they are usually removed 



at the end of the basketball season.   These are new hoops, but there 

are broken rims now; no one is sure how they were broken.   

 

Little League – Mr. Sittmann advised that Little League is now 

underway – a field walk was done with them last Friday.  He provided 

information on the work that the Vo-Tech school students are willing to 

help with and new equipment that will be provided.   Topics referred to 

were the use of a tractor, dense cups, and the wetting clay.   There was 

a reminder that heavy equipment is not to be driven over basketball 

courts.  He advised that their “wish list” is not too “bad” for this year.  

There apparently are still some issues between Little League and 

baseball and softball that need to addressed/resolved.  Bathrooms need 

to be opened.   He also spoke about some changes in various Little 

League programs from past years.     

 

Cross discussion about the Little League changes from past years, 

including changes happening with one or more other sports programs 

such as issues relating to Morris Township games and practices. 

 

Mrs. Slawinski commented that it is terrible to watch the disintegration of 

various programs; she particularly mentioned the softball program and 

that her daughter played softball for many years.   

 

Mr. Sittmann referred to the vote of the full Little League Board.  He 

stated that the majority who are on the baseball side and were not being 

impacted decided to go along with whatever the softball guys wanted to 

do.  Parents will need to come forward before the Commission can even 

think about stepping in.     

 

Continued cross discussion regarding the issues relating to Little League, 

including that Morris Township has been very welcoming to those who 

want to play; can the Borough give funding to Morris Township; access 



for Morris Township to use the Borough’s fields (answer back was:  

“They have total access”); being sure to properly schedule the need to 

use any fields; travel teams; that Little League’s “wish list” is shorter this 

year; 50/70 field issues; and field fencing. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN FU - PRESENTATION     

The Borough fireworks acceptance of bids will be on Tuesday, April 19, 

2016.  There will be a paper shredding event at the Library on April 16, 

2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon.  The Police Department currently is 

interviewing for a new police officer.  PS&G will be replacing gas lines in 

the Borough – about five miles of roadway will be affected.  Residents 

should be contacted prior to any work being done on their street and 

small flag markers are a sign of pending work.        

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Sittmann requested that all members review the minutes of the 

Commission’s February 25, 2016 Regular Meeting.   

  

Mrs. Slawinski moved that the minutes of the February 25, 2016 meeting 

be approved, seconded by Mr. Bodnar.  Voice vote.  All in favor.   Motion 

carried.   

 

VOUCHERS   

Mrs. Slawinski moved that the vouchers as presented be approved, 

seconded by Mrs. McCabe.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Carey advised that this season swim team activities will take place 

during Camp while swim lessons will happen after Camp; this is the 

same arrangement as for last season.  There will be a need for 

individuals to walk swimmers down and up to and from the Pool.   

 



Mr. Sittmann suggested that a lifeguard could walk the swim lessons 

Camp participants down and up.   

 

Cross discussion about arrangements for Camp participants who will be 

continuing at Camp for enhancement programs and those who will be 

leaving after the swim lessons, including the statement that in the past 

wasn’t there a regulation “that what happens after Camp, is not the 

Camp’s responsibility” (timeframe in question is from 12:00 Noon to 

12:30 p.m.); it is the parents’ responsibility; that the Camp is not to be 

considered a daycare business; “the responsibility has to be on the 

parent – you need to get your child where they need to be”; age of 

those taking swim lessons – lessons start at age 5; there are 

enhancement programs for participants as young as age 5; when do 

certain Camp participants eat lunch; that “swim lessons have nothing to 

do with Camp”; the process for arrangement of getting Camp 

participants to and from swim lessons and then back for either pick-up or 

an enhancement program; advising parents of what the process will be;  

can any fee changes be made at this point in time to cover extra 

“babysitting” services performed by counselors or other Camp staff; and  

possible lifeguard responsibilities in connection with swim lessons.  

Continued discussion about who (parents, Camp staff or Lifeguard staff) 

should be assigned certain responsibilities in connection with children 

participating in swim lessons and/or Camp enhancement programs.    

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 



 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Mrs. Slawinski moved the meeting be 

adjourned, seconded by Mr. Bodnar.  Voice vote.  All in favor.   Motion 

carried. 

 

 

       Karleen Leahey 

       Commission Secretary 

 

Maureen Sullivan 

Recording Secretary 

 
 


