
RECREATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

June 23, 2016 

 

Present: Mr. Kevin Bodnar, Vice Chairman 

Mr. Michael Breslin 

Mr. Jake Cahill 

   Mrs. Maureen McEntee  

  Mrs. Maggie Slawinski 

  Mr. Gerard Sittmann, Chairman 

 

 Absent: Mrs. Jan McCabe 

 

Present: Karleen Leahey, Recreation Director 

Councilwoman Laurie Fu  

      

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mr. Sittmann called the meeting to order.  He stated that adequate 

notice of this meeting has been posted and published in accordance with 

Chapter 231 of the Public Law of 1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.” 

 

Mr. Sittmann advised for anyone who was unaware that Joey Signorelli 

recently fell from a ladder and will be “out of commission” for some time. 

 

Cross discussion as to how the injury to Mr. Signorelli will change the 

contact list for upcoming Recreation Commission events.  

 



COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Sittmann opened the meeting to comments from the public.  Hearing 

none, he closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT – JUNE 2016 

Mrs. Leahey presented her report. 

 

Family Day – Mrs. Leahey advised that some checks will need to be 

mailed after this event since the vouchers were not available to be 

approved at the June 16, 2016 Council meeting.  Vouchers will be 

approved at the Council’s July meeting  She had provided a spreadsheet 

that gives additional information.       

 

Pool – Mrs. Leahey reported that the Pool has taken in approximately 

$70,000 as of right now.  An estimated total of $120,000 will be needed 

to break even – the $120,000 would include all other revenue related to 

the Pool (money that comes in at the gate, swim lessons and so on).  

She advised she has received a lot of positive feedback on Pool Preview; 

people seemed to really enjoy it.  Some new memberships resulted.   

 

Summer Recreation Camp – Mrs. Leahey stated there are 66 

counselors and hired subs; all but four attended the orientation.  The 

four who did not attend did contact her with valid reasons why they were 

unable to.  As of today there are 300 campers, 125 campers of the 300 

are in the Teen Camp.  Based on conversations with other area 

Recreation Directors, she believes this is an impressive number for the 

Teen Camp.  Revenue collected so far is over $90,000.   

 

Personnel/Hiring - Mrs. Leahey advised that Mrs. Gagliardi recently was 

hired as an Events Coordinator, and she came into the office this week to 

help in the office. 

 



Pool Committee – Mrs. Leahey updated on this committee’s activities. 

 

A question was raised about a provision that states “College students will 

only permitted five substitute days outside of their college leave.”   

 

Cross discussion as to exactly what this provision is saying, including do 

such students have to find substitutes to cover the rest of the time the 

Pool is open after they leave to go to college; does this obligation end 

once the student goes to college; and how it should be interpreted and 

made clear NOW so there are no misunderstandings when students 

actually leave for college. 

 

The final consensus as to the above issue is that it needs more work to 

ensure that it is absolutely clearly understood.   

 

Mrs. Leahey concluded her presentation. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  

 

Family Day  

 

Mr. Bodnar advised everything is ready for Family Day on Saturday, June 

25, 2016.  He reported that identifying volunteers this year has been 

very difficult.  While the sports organizations did their best, additional 

help is going to be required from other sources, such as counselors from 

the Summer Camp program.   

 

A suggestion was made that in future years it might be a good idea to 

look to high school juniors who will be seniors in the fall who are seeking 

National Honor Society volunteer hours.  Such students ran the Snack 

Bar for baseball.    This would offer an additional pool of young people 

who would be able to assist at events such as Family Day. 



The consensus of the Commission was that this sounds like a very good 

recommendation to consider in future years. 

 

Cross discussion about the various kinds of foods and activities that could 

be offered that volunteers could help with in the future. 

 

Mr. Bodnar advised of activities that will be available at Family Day, 

including the addition of a dunk tank.   

 

Cross discussion of the matter of the connection between the annual 

Recreation Commission contribution to the various organizations in 

return for their assisting at Family Day.   

 

Mr. Bodnar stated that each organization has provided at least one 

volunteer, but more volunteers are needed.     

 

Continued cross discussion about volunteers and paid-for staff to assist 

at Family Day and other details relating to this event such as where 

parking will be allowed and where it will be prohibited. 

 

Mr. Bodnar stated he is confident that all is ready for a great Family Day. 

 

Cross discussion about when the snack bar is open and when it is not 

and whether it perhaps should be open more frequently, especially at the 

time when the park is very crowded with people participating in a variety 

of activities offered at the park.  Does this present a possible opportunity 

for a fund-raising project or projects?  This issue concerned primarily the 

availability of water, soda and other kinds of drinks.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Bodnar requested that all members review the minutes of the 

Commission’s May 26, 2016 Regular Meeting. 



Mr. Bodnar moved that the minutes of the May 26, 2016 meeting be 

approved, seconded by Mr. Cahill.  Voice vote.  All in favor.   Motion 

carried.   

 

VOUCHERS   

Mrs. Leahey provided additional information involving several vouchers 

including DJ entertainment on three dates for the Summer Camp, the 

Splash Party expenses, and some refunds 

 

Mrs. Slawinski moved that the vouchers as presented be approved, 

seconded by Mr. Breslin Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

 

REPORT OF COUNCILWOMAN FU 

Councilwoman Fu commented on the PSE&G work that is occurring in 

various parts of the Borough and that it will be ongoing throughout the 

summer.  Five miles of pipes are being replaced within the Borough.   

She updated on street paving plans for this summer.  She also updated 

Greystone property and the planned new access road.     

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The Junior Colonials Street Hockey organization has inquired about the 

Recreation Commission helping them identify a sponsorship to be able to 

use the rink at Greystone.  Apparently, the obstacle is their obtaining 

insurance coverage.  The County requires insurance coverage, but the 

group only carries their insurance during the ice hockey season.  There 

are roughly 10 to 12 children from Morris Plains who are participating in 

this activity.  They have partnered with the New Jersey Devils and 

Parsippany has offered them a play area.   



 

Cross discussion about this request regarding insurance.  The consensus 

was that it would be difficult if not impossible to help this organization 

with their insurance coverage need.    

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Mr. Cahill moved the regular meeting 

be adjourned, seconded by Mrs. Slawinski .  Voice vote.  All in favor.   

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

       Karleen Leahey 

       Commission Secretary 

 

Maureen Sullivan 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

    


