
RECREATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

October 27, 2016 

 

Present: Mr. Kevin Bodnar, Vice Chairman  

Mrs. Jan McCabe 

   Mrs. Maureen McEntee  

  Mrs. Maggie Slawinski 

  Mr. Gerard Sittmann, Chairman 

 

 Absent: Mr. Michael Breslin  

Mr. Jake Cahill 

 

Present: Karleen Leahey, Recreation Director 

Lysa Gagliardi, Events Coordinator 

Councilwoman Laurie Fu  

      

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mr. Sittmann called the meeting to order.  He stated that adequate 

notice of this meeting has been posted and published in accordance with 

Chapter 231 of the Public Law of 1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.” 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Morris Plains Soccer 

 

Mr. Jeff Emge advised that in the spring Soccer had 54 players in grades 

1 through 4 and 89 Clinic players (3 years old through kindergarten).  In 

the fall there was a increase from last year’s numbers.  Last year there 



were 10 teams and this year there were 11 teams with 132 players in 

grades 1 through 4 (up from 120) and 102 Clinic players.  There were 

sponsors for each of the 11 division teams.  Sotheby’s sponsored the 

entire Clinic program.  This is the second year that there have been team 

sponsors, and it is working very well.  They used Central Park fields two 

nights a week and also use Simon’s Park.  Soccer did not use the Simon’s 

Park turf at all in 2016 – the first time that this has occurred.  He 

explained certain program changes for playing with the first and second 

graders.   These changes were the result of a U. S. Soccer mandate(s); 

the changes began this fall.  He also explained other techniques they are 

using for playing the games.  He believes these changes are helpful in 

engaging the players with the sport and their playing.   He also described 

a Play for the Cure event that took place on October 1, 2016.    This 

event raised approximately $2,500.   

 

Mr. Emge expressed a continuing desire for lights on the two small fields.  

The Central Park turf fields have helped very much since playing on 

these fields eliminates the need to be concerned about sunset. 

 

In response to a question, Mr. Emge stated that at Central Park at 

Greystone, no one plays games, but that nine of the eleven teams are 

practicing on these fields.  He explained how the allotted time on these 

fields is divided up among teams.  It is purely Morris Plains Rec during 

the two hours on Monday and Thursday nights.   

 

Councilwoman Fu advised that because of the high demand for these 

Central Park fields the field usage schedules are being rolled over from 

year to year.  As a result, the same times will be allocated for Morris 

Plains in 2017.   

 



Mr. Emge stated that Morris Plains Soccer is definitely using the fields as 

they are allocated.  He advised they do not use fields at Borough School 

at all.  He talked about the STA program.   

 

Councilwoman Fu asked about their use of any snack bar and the 

restrooms.   She asked when these can be shut down by the Department 

of Public Works (DPW).   

 

Mr. Emge responded they do not use the snack bar itself, but they do 

use the restrooms.  The last games in 2016 are on November 12, 2016.  

He thanked the Commission members for their time and consideration.   

 

Councilwoman Fu will advise the DPW staff of this last games date. 

 

Morris Plains Basketball Program 

 

Mr. Newman advised of the numbers for this program stating there are 

approximately 220 players.  Opening Day is on Saturday, December 3, 

2016 and the season ends in mid March.  He provided general 

information about the boys’ and girls’ teams and teams they play and 

coordinate with.  He referred to playing with teams in other surrounding 

municipalities and provided pertinent information.  For the summer 

league, this year they went to two nights a week versus three nights a 

week last year.  Roughly 60 to 80 participants sign up each year for the 

summer league.  They have 14 sponsors again this year and are happy 

about this.   

 

Mr. Newman described efforts to identify new play space for this 

program. He stated he has been “pitching” St. Virgil for approximately 

nine years, but has not had success.  He checked out the Ukrainian 

Church gym on Jefferson Road and found it to be a decent facility.  

Contact has also been with the new pastor at Trinity Church.  They have 



play space at Borough School and the Vo-Tech school.  But, the program 

really needs additional play space commitments.  He indicated they need 

help to identify some place where they can store their equipment; he 

proposed a partnership/joint project with the Commission for replacing 

the shed at Watnong Park and re-doing the court and this would become 

the program’s summer destination for both boys and girls.  They are 

willing to fundraise to help with the cost of these “wish list” items.  Right 

now the equipment used for the summer program is at his house, but a 

designated location is really needed.  He expressed thanks to the Myers 

for their time and help in storing items at the Morris Plains Museum.   

 

They need to store basketball balls and their uniforms.  They do not need 

a large space, but really desire to have all equipment items located in 

one location.  He provided information as to the kind of access he needs 

to pick up and return equipment.  He thanked Karen and Councilwoman 

Fu for their help at the Borough Annex, but in general everything must 

take place during regular work/open hours.  

 

Councilwoman Fu said she would be able to arrange access to the 

equipment in the boiler room at the Community Center if she knew his 

needs in advance.  She advised she will see what she can do to provide 

access and also to possibly identify additional storage space. 

 

Cross discussion about how to continue to identify more play space.   

 

Little League  

 

Mr. John Kosiak introduced himself to the Commission members stating 

he is the new League President for the Little League in Morris Plains.  He 

believes they had a very successful 2016 season.  There were 39 in 

clinic, 28 in T-Ball, 30 in single A (A), 25 in double A (AA), 40 in triple A 

(AAA) and 22 in majors for a total of 184 participants.  He provided 



additional data on increases for certain summer programs that they were 

very pleased about.  He also provided information about the girls’ softball 

programs:  19 girls in clinic, 20 in AA softball, 19 in AAA softball, and 2 

girls who played with Morristown National.  This is a total of 60 which is 

an increase of about 10 since last year.  The summer program was 

similar to the 2015 program.  He briefly discussed fall ball stating that 

right now this is a girls’ program, but they are hopeful of introducing this 

for boys in 2017.   Fall ball is Morris Plains, although there are several 

girls who are paired up with Morristown National.   

 

Mr. John Kosiak explained that Little League is attempting to create a 

district team; he explained what that is.  The goal is to create a better 

opportunity for girls to play for a longer period of time and get more 

play.  Also, the relationship with Morris Township remains a solid one.  

He discussed some future plans.  He stated they use their snack bar for 

just about every single game; infrequently a scheduling problem will not 

allow it to be open.  Two new board members are joining; both have 

experience in the food industry and he believes this may help improve 

the snack bar usage.  The Little League organization has spent time 

considering ways to encourage more people to come to the snack bar, 

and he described some of their ideas and information about how others 

run and staff their snack bars.   

 

Mr. John Kosiak discussed their wish list stating it is actually pretty small.  

It includes a timer that needs to be put up and two batting cages that 

are developing footing and guide wire problems.   

 

Cross discussion about the batting cage problems and how best to 

schedule a meeting with the DPW staff to discuss how these problems 

can be repaired and when they should be done. 

Mr. Sittmann advised that the Vo-Tech school has a new athletic director 

and a new groundskeeper.   



 

Mr. John Kosiak thanked the Commission members for their time and 

consideration. 

 

Morristown Colonials Junior Lacrosse           

  

Mr. Matt Wendorff introduced himself to the Commission members.  He 

provided information about the numbers of participants.  Last year the 

boys’ program had 151 players, grades 3 through 8 and   last year the 

girls’ program also had 151 players, grades 3 through 8.  He discussed 

the clinic program (pre-K through grade 2) stating it had 160 players.  

There is a total of 462 players in this sport.  There is a three-town 

allowance for the program; close to 40% to 50% are Morris Plains 

residents.  Last year this sport was “bumped into” a higher league. 

This year it is being mandated that there be two teams at every level; 

they are not going to be able to accomplish this.  He talked about the 

level of competition he expects this year.  It is a year-based program, 

depending on year of birth, and he explained how certain changes are 

affecting the program.  The organization is currently working on learning 

what the new requirements will be – they are not yet mandated for U. S. 

Lacrosse, but they will be “coming down the pike” and will mean multiple 

smaller fields to accommodate 14 players. 

 

Councilwoman Fu asked if Central Park is aware of this. 

 

Mr. Wendorff replied that Central Park is not aware yet.  He commented 

on some of what he has observed at Central Park as to how the playing 

fields look and the markings of the fields.  He provided information as to 

any difference in markings for boys versus girls play.  He stated they are 

very grateful for the generous donations and partnership with the 

Borough.  Their Board has not changed much, but he anticipates more 



change next year.  He commented on scheduling details, field usage, and 

time at Central Park.   

 

Cross discussion about a possible meeting next week.   

 

Mr. Wendorff commented on sponsorships and how this has not been 

possible for the organization yet and he explained why this is so.   

 

Cross discussion about sponsorship issues. 

 

The Commission thanked Mr. Wendorff and he thanked the Commission 

for their time and consideration. 

 

Swim Team  

 

Ms. Susan Pittaro introduced herself to the Commission members.  Last 

year there were 108 Swim Team members, a small increase over 2015.  

Ninety were Morris Plains residents.  The Team needs to identify a Head 

Coach and an Assistant Coach.  She commented on other personnel 

matters that she knows about for next year.   

 

Mr. Sittmann advised that no applications have been received, but job 

opening notifications have been supplied to the high school and the swim 

team at the Y.  Several people expressed interest, but have not officially 

gone any further on this opening.  The Swim Team should now post an 

official job opening listing the requirements for these positions.  He 

provided some additional information about the anticipated interview 

process.  Ideally, he would like to begin this process before Christmas, 

especially for the Assistant Coach position – college students could be 

interviewed while home for the holidays.   

 



Cross discussion about these open positions, including that there is 

reason to anticipate that there will be fewer participants in 2017 due to 

Tina’s leaving as Head Coach and various fund raising efforts, including 

their Family Day participation. 

 

Ms. Pittaro stated the Team does not have sponsors, although they 

would like to try to find some sponsorship(s), possibly through the use of 

banners on fences at the Pool (this would require advance approval).   

 

Mr. Sittmann asked if the Team needs anything equipment-wise.   

 

Cross discussion about the blocks – current ones should be fine for 

several years into the future.   

 

Ms. Pittaro advised there is concern about the lane lines since they are 

about 20 years old.   

 

Mr. Sittmann advised that the lane lines should be covered with Vaseline 

in the winter months, but he is not certain this always happens; it might 

be easier to buy new ones.  He asked about the older membership who 

perhaps could help as an assistant apprentice coach(es) and whether this 

option still is available.   

 

Ms. Pittaro replied that older membership is declining – this year there 

just 15 participants who were 15 years old to 18 years old.  However, as 

of this season, the Morris Plains Swim Team is one of the largest in their 

grouping, if not the largest.  Bernardsville may be roughly the same size.   

Some of the older members are also lifeguards.   

 

Mr. Sittmann thanked Ms. Pittaro for being at this meeting.   

 

EVENT COORDINATOR’S REPORT – OCTOBER 2016 



Bonfire - Mr. Sittmann congratulated Ms. Gagliardi on the success of the 

Bonfire.   

 

Ms. Gagliardi responded that many compliments were received along  

with several suggestions.  One related to the amount of food and when 

the food is available.  For example, the thinking is that if the start time is 

changed to 5:00 p.m., more people will be interested in eating; this may 

require a slightly larger budget.  She liked that the actual bonfire began 

at 6:00 p.m.  If the Bonfire starts at 5:00 p.m. in the future, the 

timeframe would be 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

 

Cross discussion about the start time and that many parents preferred 

that as much of the activities as possible take place during daylight since 

it is easier to keep track of the children who are participating.   This 

discussion also included issues of the lighting for the entry/exit road and 

possibly other areas, too.   

 

Mrs. Leahey stated she was a bit nervous at times because some of the 

children were getting too close to the bonfire. 

 

Cross discussion about how best to enlarge the ring around the bonfire 

to keep participants further back from the fire and that there were dogs 

at this event and this may be dangerous even though they were on 

leashes and appeared well behaved – next year all advertising should 

indicate that there are to be no dogs/pets at the Bonfire. 

 

Ms. Gagliardi commented on several logistics plans (storing of grills, plate 

sizes) that may need some tweaking for the Bonfire in 2017. 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT – OCTOBER 2016 

Mrs. Leahey presented her report. 

 



Responses from Sports Organizations – Mrs. Leahey advised that Jr. 

Colonials /Wildcats Football replied that they would be unable to attend 

tonight’s meeting, but no information was sent.  No response was 

received from Model Railroad, Jr. Colonials Hockey, Morristown Babe 

Ruth, Morristown Grapplers. She also mentioned the contribution 

voucher for 2016 has not yet been signed and returned by Grapplers.   

 

Opening Day – Basketball – Mrs. Leahey advised she received an e-

mail on this notifying that this event is on Saturday, December 3, 2016, 

at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Garage Sales – Mrs. Leahey reported there was a total of 53 

participants.  Profit from this event was $707.30.   

 

Senior Exercise Program – Mrs. Leahey advised she has interviewed a 

person for the position of Instructor for this program.  This program is 

now held at the Community Center.  The person interviewed currently 

teaches this course in Morristown and Morris Township – these 

municipalities appear to be impressed with her work.  She provided the 

application for review by the Commission members.  If all concur that 

she is a good candidate, Mrs. Leahey wants to give it to the Council for 

their approval so that she start work as an exercise instructor for the 

seniors as soon as possible.   

 

Boxing Class - The free-standing boxing bags are gone, either given 

away or sold by Stacey Williamson.  She is no longer offering this class.  

These bags have been issue to accomplishing the usual housekeeping at 

the Community Center.  The bags were purchased by Stacey Williamson. 

-          

Summer Camp Program – Mrs. Leahey asked a question concerning 

the new State minimum wage.  She is aware that it is $8.38 – and the 



first-year Camp counselors are at a wage of $8.25.  Should she plan on a 

13-cent increase for this position or leave it at $8.25? 

 

Mr. Sittmann stated this is a question that needs to be decided by the 

Council. 

 

Councilwoman Fu stated that she believes the Resolution is that this does 

not apply in this case.  However, she will bring this question to the 

Council’s attention. 

 

Mrs. Leahey advised she spoke with Susan Carey earlier today and asked 

her whether she had decided about Camp next year yet.   Susan told her 

that she plans to stay home during the 2017 summer to be with her 

children.  She is going back to school soon.         

 

Summer Theater Program – Mrs. Leahey advised she has spoken with 

Joe Wogelmuth.  This is an issue for the 2017 summer program because 

of the planned construction work at the Borough School.  She is 

uncertain at this point as to how this situation will work out.  She asked 

Joe what he thought about possibly offering a theater workshop without 

presenting an actual performance.  He much prefers to do a 

performance.  However, he is willing to consider whatever the 

Commission decides is best.  She discussed some of the logistics that 

may present certain challenges.   

 

Councilwoman Fu advised she contacted the Superintendent who told 

her that the all-purpose room at Mountain Way School might be 

available.   

 

Cross discussion about the kinds of issues that may occur if Mountain 

Way School is used, such as pick-up of children and several other related 

subjects. 



 

Mrs. Leahey asked if anyone had any specific ideas of ways to proceed 

with this decision, even though it is only October.  She explained exactly 

what is involved with offering and running this program – for example, 

number of days, number of hours per week and so on.   

 

Cross discussion including, other possible places to hold the theater 

performance; what about ones that will cost a fee; what about places to 

hold the performance rehearsals and all the precedes the actual live 

performance; and what about changing the hours of the class to a bit 

later start time. 

 

Mrs. Leahey will survey parents who had children involved in the theater 

program in the past to obtain their thoughts on some of these questions. 

 

Pool Issues – Mrs. Leahey commented on the Pool refund request 

raised at the last meeting from a woman who did to not go to the Pool at 

a point in time due to medical reasons.  Part of the problem is that a 

letter is dated August 3, 2016 with apparently no indication as to 

whether she used the Pool in June and July.  Mrs. Leahey called her; she 

was not happy about the Commission’s decision.   

 

Cross discussion as to why did this individual even sign up to join the 

Pool since she was injured (fibula fracture) on May 19, 2016, but then 

signed up for the Pool on June 29, 2016; she may have considered that 

using the Pool would provide some therapy; that Mrs. Leahey invited this 

person to attend a meeting; instead of a refund, could she be given a 

credit toward next year’s Pool fee; and she said she never actually used 

the Pool due to advice from her doctor.           

Councilwoman Fu stated she will check with her committee to see if she 

can obtain an opinion. 

 



Mr. Sittmann asked her to inform him of the committee’s decision, and 

he will call this person what that decision is.  Or, Councilwoman Fu could 

call. 

 

2017 Fee Schedule – Mrs. Leahey advised the Borough Clerk needs this 

by Monday morning, October 31, 2016.   She reviewed how this was 

worked on for 2016.  She also mentioned that Charlie spoke with her 

about Pool guest passes and the problems he believes the current fee 

causes.   

 

Councilwoman Fu advised that the Pool is not making money; it is not a 

profitable pool; however, most municipal pools are not profitable.  Final 

numbers will be available from the Treasurer.   

 

A recommendation was made to leave all amounts the same for 2017, 

including the fee for Pool guest passes.   

 

Mrs. Leahey stated she always likes the Camp late fee to be as much as 

possible.  It is difficult when people sign up late, particularly for staffing 

decisions.  She really wants to strongly discourage people from signing 

up for the Camp program late.   

 

Cross discussion about a variety of fees including, are any fees too high; 

are any fees too low; providing certain supplies and/or food and “jumpy 

stuff” (that the children love); which enhancement programs to keep and 

which ones to eliminate, if any; making certain every recommendation 

made comes with the reasoning for it; Camp salaries; possibly increasing 

the $5 fee amount that goes to the Pool to $10; there were 320 

participants in the 2016 summer camp program; increase of Camp cost 

to $195 and $250 (late fee); no late fee for the Pool registration; Swim 

Team issues (it’s $170 just for Swim Team), babysitter fee is $100; 

agreement to reduce the Swim Team fee to $150 due to the need to 



retain current members and to attract new members now that Tina 

Cecala has retired; issues relating to field usage and usage fees;  $10 

cancellation fee; and $10 for adults and $5 for children at the Pool.                  

 

Mr. Sittmann raised the matter of the cost for a single senior to join the 

Pool versus the cost for a senior couple.  Shouldn’t the single cost be one 

half what the couple fee is?  

 

Suggestion was made to change this situation -- $150 for a couple and 

$90 for a single, though this amount is not one half of $150.   

 

Councilwoman Fu stated she can suggest this change. 

 

Mrs. Leahey reminded that the Halloween Parade and Party will be on 

Monday, October 31, 2016, beginning at 4:00 p.m.  The Fire Department 

will be providing refreshments.  She hoped some Commission members 

would be able to help out at this event.      

 

Cross discussion about the babysitter fee and issues relating to the 

badge(s) and what if there is more than one babysitter or if a babysitter 

babysits for more than family of children.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Sittmann requested that all members review the minutes of the 

Commission’s September 29, 2016 Regular Meeting. 

 

Mrs. Slawinski moved that the minutes of the September 29, 2016 

meeting be approved, seconded by Mrs. McCabe.  Voice vote.  All in 

favor.   Motion carried.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS   



Mrs. Slawinski moved that the vouchers as presented be approved, 

seconded by Mr. Bodnar.   Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Mrs. Slawinski moved the regular 

meeting be adjourned, seconded by Mr. Bodnar.  Voice vote.  All in 

favor.   Motion carried. 

 

 

       Karleen Leahey 

       Commission Secretary 

 

Maureen Sullivan 

Recording Secretary 


