
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Morris Plains Shade Tree Commission 
held on February 3, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. in the Borough Chambers.  Present at 
roll call were:

Present: Mrs. Margaret Law
Mr. C. David Visscher
Mr. Lloyd Williams, Chairman
Councilwoman Laurie Fu

Mr. David Dubee
 
Absent: Mr. Donald Salerno, Vice Chairman

Mr. Lawrence Travaglia

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Williams.  Mr. Williams stated that adequate notice of 
this meeting has been published and posted in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Law of 
1975, "Open Public Meetings Act."

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Salerno moved that the minutes of the Commission’s January 13, 2016 Re-Organization 
Meeting be approved, seconded by Mr. Visscher.  Voice vote.  All in favor.   Motion carried.   

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

COMMUNICATIONS
Councilwoman Fu commented that she had a received an e-mail request from 
the State Forestry Department reminding the Commission of the need to 
submit an Annual Accomplishment Report for the five-year Community 
Forestry Management Plan.  This report was submitted in 2015, and this yearʼs 
report is due on February 15, 2016.   She also received a report that indicates 
that the Commission/Borough exceeded the required amount of credits needed 
for 2015.   To prepare the 2016 Annual Accomplishment Report, Councilwoman 
Fu advised she referred to the 2015 Report and updated it appropriately.  She 
included that the Borough possibly will be seeking a grant for the tree 
inventory since this was not able to be conducted in 2015.  She also included a 
report about the One Day, One Tree project that was held in the fall 2015.  This 
report should be one to two pages in length.  She is planning to submit this 



report as she has prepared it; if any Commission member has any questions, 
please let her know.  

Mr. Williams stated that a decision must be made as to when the spring 
planting trees should be requested from the vendor.  

Councilwoman Fu advised that it appears that several trees have been lost in 
Watnong Park.  They are Pine trees and there are at least two with a third that 
does not look too healthy.

Mr. Dubee added commentary about the Watnong Park trees.   His thought was 
that perhaps a different kind of tree species should be planted here in the 
future; for example, trying Spruce.  

Councilwoman Fu stated that possibly the vendor can be requested to replace 
the trees with Spruce trees in the spring.  In the meantime, the third tree will 
continue to be observed.   She mentioned several other locations where trees 
had died (Simons Park, Totten Way).   She stated she had nothing further to 
report.

BUDGET
Mr. Williams discussed the budget.  The proposed amount for the 2016 budget 
is $42,655.00, the same as in 2015.

FORESTERʼS REPORT
12 Winding Way – Forester stated that (1) 24”-36” tree needs to be pruned.
36 Hawthorne Avenue – Forester stated that (1) 2”-24” maple tree should be 
taken down w/stump.  
39 Hawthorne Avenue – Forester state (1) 24”-36” and (1) 36”+ oak trees 
need pruning.
33 Hawthorne Avenue – Forester stated (1) 12”-24”maple tree needs 
pruning.
9 Hawthorne Avenue – Forester stated (1) 24”-36” tree needs pruning. 

Mr. Dubee stated he believes this represents all memoranda received.



Councilwoman Fu asked about 35 Beech Drive.  Was a tree taken down at this 
location?

Mr. Dubee responded that a tree was taken down at this location, just before 
the snow.  The stump was also done before it was buried in snow.

Mrs. Law moved to approve the tree pruning and tree take-down work 
indicated above, seconded by Mr. Visscher.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried.

OLD BUSINESS 
None.

NEW BUSINESS
Councilwoman Fu reported on the work being done relating to the Department 
of Public Worksʼs new salt shed.  Some trees needed to be cut at the garden 
and re-located.   

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mrs. Law moved the meeting be adjourned, 
seconded by Mr. Visscher.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
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