
Minutes of the Regular meeting of the Morris Plains Board of Health held on November 14. 2012 at 7:30 
PM, in the Council Chambers, Borough Hall, 531 Speedwell Avenue, Morris Plains, New Jersey. 

The Following were present: Mrs. Peg Dugan 
    Mrs. Catherine Marshall 
    Dr. Dario Fenimore 
 
Absent:    Mrs. Pam Nelson 
    Mr. Larry Ripley 
 
Attending:   Mr. Ben Samara – Sanitarian 
    Mr. Frank Mangravite – Council Liaison 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Dugan at 7:40 PM.  Mrs. Dugan stated that 
adequate notice of this meeting has been published and posted in accordance with Chapter 231 of the 
Public Laws of 1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.”   
 
Sanitarian’s Report – Mr. Samara reported on the following: 
 
Franklin Place – Resident’s family has done an excellent job on the property itself.  Shrubs have been 
thinned and in some cases removed.  The interior of the house is still under repair.   
 
The municipal dumpsters were all properly maintained.  
 
Shop-Rite was hit very hard by Hurricane Sandy.  The loss of power for 6 to 8 hours forced them to lose 
whatever refrigerated food they could not send to other locations they owned.  Ben was satisfied that 
everything was cleaned and restocked after the storm.   
 
Mr. Samara reported that the Fire Department and Mr. Salerno will be meeting with Ben at a residence 
next week regarding a hoarding problem.  The 2 sisters that occupy it are at odds about wanting to 
continue living there in the future.   
 
Mrs. Dugan announced that she has spoken with Lisa Gulla in Madison and Carlos Perez at the County 
and everyone is aware that the transition is about to begin.  A letter went out today regarding this.  Ben 
noted that anything occurring after 12/31/12 will be turned over to the County to handle.  Mr. Perez 
plans  to attend the December meeting of the Board of Health and Lisa hopes to attend as well.   
 
Ben concluded his report with the news that Luk Oil has closed their operation and is  in the process of 
removing the underground tanks.   
 
Approval of Minutes – Mrs. Marshall made a motion to approve the October 10, 2012 Regular Meeting, 
as circulated.  Dr. Fenimore seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
Correspondence 
Madison correspondence regarding billing 
Letter from TRC regarding the remediation of the Johnson & Johnson property 



2013 Budget 
Approved and signed contract (11/24) from the County 
 
New Business  
 
Hurricane Sandy – The warming center held at the Community Center was very well received.  The flow 
of information throughout the Borough was good.  Mrs. Dugan noted that there is a large Emergency 
Plan in existence.  Now the Board needs to know just what it involves.  Hopefully this will be given to the 
Board by Mr. Perez in the near future.  The Office of Emergency Management utilizes the Police Chiefs.  
Dr. Fenimore asked if any seniors were in need of help during the storm.  Neither the Board nor Mr. 
Mangravite is aware of any .  Garbage collection was blocked at first.  Mrs. Marshall announced that 
Parsippany went door to door with fliers that told the residents what to do.  Mr. Mangravite replied that 
he would like to see that here in Morris Plains.  Many residents are simply in need of reassurance.  Mr. 
Mangravite is anxious to see the Emergency Management Plan.  He added that the Council members 
helped to staff the warming center.  His question now is should the Community Center be used to store 
medications?  Unfortunately, our pharmacy lost power for a week and therefore many prescriptions 
were backed up for quite some time.   
 
Mr. Mangravite noted that our Fire Department assessed the damage initially.  They gave this 
information to JCP&L and this was beneficial.   
 
The Board also hopes to learn more about the Emergency Plan for a Flu Epidemic or Bio-terrorism.  This 
could involve a loss of sewers and water.  Whooping cough and contaminated water could also result.  
Mass inoculations would be needed.   
 
Bills 
 
Madison Health Department for Health Services for the third quarter of 2012 -  $23,278.25 
 
Dr. Fenimore made a motion to approve payment. Mrs. Marshall seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call: Mrs. Dugan    -    yes 
  Mrs. Marshall  -  yes 
  Dr. Fenimore  -   yes 
Motion carried. 
 
Old Business 
 
Wellness Day – Mrs. Dugan felt that the day went very well.  She plans to send a thank you to both the 
Rotary Club and to Laurie Fu for their continued support.  The Secretary will draft a thank you to both 
the Road Department and to Morristown Medical Center for their involvement.  
 
New Business 
 
The Board is concerned that there have not been any reports from the Animal Control provider since the 
summer.  Mr. Mangravite offered to contact them with this question.   
 



It was announced that 3 Health Inspectors that work with Carlos Perez will be present at our December 
meeting.  The nurse and the Health Educator will attend our January meeting.   
 
Mrs. Dugan will notify the people running the Healthy Bones program about who will be taking this over 
for the County.  Their nurse will be introduced to our school nurse.   
 
The Board will set up a committee to draft ordinances for grease traps and massage parlors.  Committee 
members will study existing ordinances in other municipalities for some guidance.   
 
With no further business to come before the Board, Dr. Fenimore made a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. 
Marshall seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.   
 
 
 
          
 
         __________________ 
         Carole J. Howell 
         Secretary 

 


