
RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

September 22, 2011 
 

 

Present:  Mr. Kevin Bodnar 
Mr. Salvatore Cortese, Chairman 

     Mrs. Jan McCabe 
  Mr. Gerard Sittmann, Vice Chairman 

     Mrs. Maggie Slawinski  
  Mrs. Janelle Swift 

 
Absent: Mr. Michael Breslin 
 
 
  Councilwoman Suzanne McCluskey 

Karleen Leahey, Recreation Director 
Katie Bezold, Recreation Events Coordinator 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mr. Cortese called the meeting to order.  He stated that adequate notice of this meeting 
has been posted and published in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Law of 
1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.” 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Cortese opened the meeting to the public to speak on matters other than those on 
the agenda.   
 
Mr. Sean Robinson from Morris Plains-Morristown Patch introduced himself advising that 
he is covering the meeting for Patch. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Mrs. Leahey explained that the minutes are from notes she took at the June 23, 2011 
meeting in that Maureen Sullivan has been ill and unable to prepare the minutes. 
 
Mrs. Slawinski moved that the minutes be approved, seconded by Mrs. Swift.   Voice 
vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 



Mr. Cortese reviewed the items of correspondence. 
 
Mrs. Leahey commented that correspondence was received from Frank Mangravite and 
one from a resident named Anil regarding the tennis court nets; these nets may need to 
be replaced; he also had other complaints about the tennis courts.  She advised he 
provides private tennis lessons at the courts.  Mr. Signorelli checked them and felt they 
should be replaced rather than spending money to repair them.  
 
Mr. Mangravite thought the Borough might be able to do more recreational activities for 
middle aged residents.  He commented he has seen increasing bocce ball courts in 
residents’ yards.  Perhaps the Borough would construct a bocce ball court at one of the 
parks.  He was willing to consider coming to a meeting after the elections are over. 
 
Mr. Cortese asked Mrs. Leahey to check with the tennis instruction company for advice 
on the tennis court nets and also to contact Mr. Mangravite regarding the discussion 
about the bocce ball court advising the need for the number of residents who may want 
this and that a location at the 9-11 Memorial would not be appropriate.  The court 
would need 70’ x 10’ of level ground.  Mr. Cortese will be willing to work with him on 
this proposal if there are enough people interested in this pastime.   
 
Mrs. Leahey advised that a Mr. Roman Oben offers a program called 15 Love Tennis.  
She advised the Borough is satisfied with USSI, but she said it does appear to be a very 
good program. 
 
The consensus of the Commission was to hold on to the 15 Love Tennis documentation 
for possible future use. 
 
Mrs. Leahey advised of correspondence from a Blake Robinson, Glenbrook Road, Morris 
Plains, who is a financial advisor.  He would like to hold seminars at the Community 
Center on ethical investments. 
 
Councilwoman McCluskey advised he could use a room at the Community Center for a 
seminar, as long as the seminar was free and open to everyone. 
 
Several alternative suggestions were made regarding the proposed financial seminar, 
but the decision was that such an event had nothing to do with recreation. 
 
Mrs. Leahey read a note thanking the Commission for the Senior Picnic.  She also 
commented on a request to provide information about babysitting from a Joann Weber. 
 
The consensus of the Commission was that it better belongs with the Moms Club; that 
the Commission being involved with something like this could open the Commission to 
liability issues.  The Commission should just offer the Red Cross course on babysitting. 
 



Councilwoman McCluskey advised that the deer cull has begun.   
  
RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT – September 2011 
 
Summer Camp Programs 
 
Mrs. Leahey presented her report on the camp programs.  An amount of $2,330 was 
mentioned.  Other amounts of money were also discussed.  Revenue for the camp was 
$39,555 before June 1; $12,690 was after June 1.  Her spreadsheet also contains 
expense/voucher/petty cash amounts.  The net was -$8,895.  The final participant 
count was 354.     
 
Cross discussion about camp revenue and costs, enhancement programs and related 
camp program issues, including the theater program.  It was suggested that the camp 
program be increased by $25 per participant for the 2012 season, however this increase 
amount may have to be higher – perhaps $30. 
 
The Commission thanked Mrs. Leahey for her excellent work in tracking revenue and 
expense for the camp programs, and gave her a round of applause. 
 
Councilwoman McCluskey cautioned that there are expenses in connection with the 
camp programs that are more hidden such as the wear and tear on the Community 
Center, air conditioning, cleaning and similar charges. 
 
Mrs. Leahey also advised she believes it will be necessary to give the camp counselors a 
raise in 2012 and that possibly the late fee charges can be used to provide funds for a 
raise.  She also recommended that the camp fee be $200 and the “early bird” fee be 
$160, with no late fee.   
 
The Commission agreed that eliminating the term “late fee” would probably be a 
positive move. 
 
Periodically, Mr. Cortese requested that certain amounts of money be calculated.  He 
commented that he had one question concerning the fees – he believes it should be 
higher at $172. 
 
The Commission consensus was to go to the Council with an amount of $175 for the 
“early bird” fee and $225 for the camp registration fee after the “early bird” fee 
timeframe expires.   
 
Cross discussion about possible other recreational items that might be able to be rented 
for camp use; particularly on very hot days; for example, slip and slide and water slide. 
 



Mr. Cortese asked Katie to check on vendors and costs for some of the possible 
recreational activities she is suggesting. 
 
Katie provided information on the bus trips that were part of the camp program, 
although those who participated in these events also had to pay an additional fee.   
 
Cross discussion about the bus trips, including costs involved how decisions need to be 
made when two bus trips are needed, bus driver availability, and ideas to better allow 
for better and more bus trips.       
 
Katie advised she will think about what additional people, equipment, buses would be 
needed to make the camp program even better than it currently is.   
 
Mrs. Slawinski advised why she and Mrs. Swift eliminated the trips when they were 
handling the camp program several years ago; many of the reasons then were the 
same things that are causing issues now.    
 
The suggestion was made to send a letter at the beginning of camp stating that the 
trips are optional, that there are only 50 seats, and it is first come, first served.   
 
The Committee decided to begin work on the 2012 camp season in January. 
 
Mr. Cortese thanked Katie very much for all her time and efforts on behalf of the camp 
program.   
 
Katie suggested offering one day a week that would be 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m. and 
go on a trip to perhaps Liberty Science Center.   Lunch would be offered prior to leaving 
for the trip.   
 
Another suggestion was made to perhaps consider eliminating the enhancement 
programs and substituting with one or more extended days. 
 
Radio City Bus Trip 
 
Mrs. Leahey advised that 32 tickets have been purchased for this trip.  The trip is on 
Saturday, November 19, 2011.  She has identified a bus company that has smaller 
buses in case the needed 55 attendees do not purchase tickets.   
 
Town-Wide Garage Sales 
 
This activity will take place on the first weekend in October.  The entire money received 
for the garage sale permits goes to the Commission.  A map and booklet will be 
prepared for those attending garage sales.   
 



Kids Helping Kids 
 
Mrs. Leahey provided information about possible programs (arts and crafts, some sports 
events) that might be able to be held in the fall.  There will be an ice cream social on 
Monday, September 26, 2011 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Borough School 
cafeteria. She has signed all the certificates recognizing the mentoring children.   
 
Councilwoman McCluskey advised of a different timeframe for the ice cream social.  She 
will check this with Melissa.  She is giving out the certificates.   
 
Soccer 
 
She changed the time for soccer and it is in the folders for Mr. Cortese and Mr. Bodnar.  
Also included are the dates the Borough School is closed.  They are in their mail boxes. 
 
Bonfire 
 
Mr. Cortese advised this event requires a permit and a letter inviting the firemen, police 
and others.  Mrs. Schlosser has also offered to assist if her help is needed.  He 
suggested a meeting with him, Katie and Mrs. Leahey to discuss the details of the 
bonfire; for example, music, candy corn counting, the wagon ride, the scavenger hunt, 
the magician, and other possible features.  
 
Mr. Cortese advised he will arrange for the hay for the hay ride and will also contact 
Mrs. Schlosser.  He asked if the Council would be willing to again this year provide a 
Port-a-John. 
 
Councilwoman McCluskey said she thought the Council would be willing to do this again 
this year. 
 
This event will be held on Saturday, October 22, 2011, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
Cross discussion about advertising signage and possible locations where signs might be 
able to be displayed.  Sandwich signs would also be used. 
 
Mr. Cortese advised he will contact the school board about posting advertising signage 
at various school locations. 
 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 
Mr. Cortese provided Commission members an opportunity to review the vouchers for 
approval. 
 
Mr. Sittmann moved to approve the vouchers, seconded by Mrs. Slawinski.  Voice vote.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 



FEE SCHEDULE AND BUDGET 
Mr. Cortese advised that at the next Commission meeting the Fee Schedule will need to 
be prepared, then the budget needs to be worked on.  This includes all fees that are 
charged by the Commission for recreational activities. 
 
Councilwoman McCluskey advised that the ordinance must be introduced in November 
and passed in December.   
 
Cross discussion concerning letters to organizations receiving contributions from the 
Commission and when payments will be sent.     
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None.   
 
There being no further business, Mr. Sittmann moved the meeting be adjourned, 
seconded by Mrs. McCabe.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
        Karleen Leahey 
        Commission Secretary 
 
Recording Secretary 
Maureen Sullivan 
 
 


