
RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

 

October 27, 2011 

 

Present: Mr. Kevin Bodnar 

Mr. Michael Breslin 

Mr. Salvatore Cortese, Chairman 

Mrs. Jan McCabe (arrived at 7:55 p.m.) 

Mr. Gerard Sittmann, Vice Chairman 

Mrs. Maggie Slawinski 

Mrs. Janelle Swift 

 

Councilwoman Suzanne McCluskey 

Karleen Leahey, Recreation Director 

Katie Bezold, Recreation Events Coordinator 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Mr. Cortese called the meeting to order.  He stated that adequate 

notice of this meeting has been posted and published in accordance with Chapter 231 of the 

Public Law of 1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.”  

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:   Mr. Cortese opened the meeting to the public to speak on 

matters other than those on the agenda.  

 

Morris Plains Model Railroad Club, Mr. Charlie Kluxen, the President/Secretary/Treasurer of the 

Morris Plains Model Railroad Club, 17 Mayfair Road, Morris Plains, introduced himself to the 

Commission.  He requested $400 as a contribution to the Club in 2012.    He provided 

information on when the Club is open.  Generally, the Club is open on Friday nights from 7:30 

p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  The Club has 29 members.   Cross discussion about putting information about 

the Club on the Morris Plains website at an appropriate spot in order to let Morris Plains 

residents know more about the Club and its activities.  Mr. Cortese requested that Mr. Kluxen 

provide a history of the Club that could be placed on the website.   He also suggested that 

perhaps visits by participants in the various youth/children summer camps could be arranged 

next summer.  Only a few participants would attend at one time.  He asked that Mr. Kluxen stay 

in contact with Mrs. Leahey. The Commission thanked Mr. Kluxen for his presentation.  

 

Morris Plains Basketball Mr. Frank Votapek, introduced himself advising he is the President of 

the Morris Plains Basketball Organization.  Currently there are 230 participants in recreation; he 

provided specific details relating to the age/grade and gender categories of the players.  There are 

40 plus recreational coaches, 30 travel players, and 10 travel coaches.  Primary funding so far 

this year has been obtained from sponsors, and fees were not raised for this year.  He provided 

information about the various registration rates and explained “early bird” and late fees.  Court 

time is at the Borough School and they are partners with the Morris County School of 

Technology, although court time at both sites is less than last year.   Mr. Cortese asked how 

much time they had at the Vo-Tech school last year.   Mr. Votapek replied they had at least two 

weekday nights (6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) and Saturday mornings 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon) or 



seven hours a week.  Having lost Saturday mornings, they now have five hours per week at Vo-

Tech.  They use the Borough School six days a week, and they also use the Community Center.   

He advised of the various schools/churches he contacted in an attempt to acquire additional court 

time. Cross discussion about the amount of court time available for basketball, where this time is 

now available, why less time has been offered for this season, and the possibility of being able to 

negotiate with the Vo-Tech school for more time for future seasons. Mr. Votapek advised his 

“wish list” consists of the construction of an indoor/outdoor building for sports at Simon’s Park, 

adding that his organization would probably be able to contribute something to such an effort, an 

insulated shed for balls, hoops, and uniforms – a way to consolidate where their supplies are 

stored.  He would also like to purchase replacement hoops.   He also gave information about 

pick-up game/league games involving Morris Plains and several other municipalities. Cross 

discussion about all the kinds of items that need storage, including possible locations such as the 

building at Watnong Park and the Borough Annex.      Councilwoman McCluskey advised she 

would check the Watnong Park building. Mr. Votapek thanked the Commission for its time and 

consideration, and Mr. Cortese thanked him for the information he gave.  

 

Mr. Cortese advised that Mrs. Jan McCabe arrived at the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   It was recommended that the reference to the Super Bowl ring 

worn by the former Giant football player who visited with Mrs. Leahey be deleted.  This is 

contained in the fourth paragraph.  

 

Mrs. Swift moved to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2011 meeting as amended, 

seconded by Mrs. Slawinski.   Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT October, 2011:   Recreation Director, Ms. Leahey, 

presented her report and also advised that she believes Katie will be coming to this meeting. 

 

 Town-Wide Garage Sales: There were 77 participants in this year’s Garage Sales and a total of 

$1,155 in permit fees was collected; with the cost of advertising, the total is reduced to $962.  

She checked with Mr. Banks and was told that all funds become a part of the Recreation 

Commission’s budget.  

 

Bocce Ball:  Mrs. Leahey advised about Mr. Mangravite’s response concerning the possibility of 

a Bocce Court.  She told him that he could come to a Commission meeting to further discuss his 

request.   Cross discussion about the possible installation of a Bocce Ball Court, including that it 

would probably best be installed at Watnong Park, Morris Plains residents interested in Bocce 

Ball, and the cost of installing such a court and how the cost would be paid for.   Mr. Cortese 

requested that a letter best sent so that additional information can be obtained from Mr. 

Mangravite in connection with interest and projected cost.  

 

Boot Camp:  Mrs. Leahey referred to a spreadsheet providing information about the number of 

participants, the trainer’s salary, and the total taken in for the Boot Camp.  After her salary was 

paid, $1,830 remained.  She requested that there be a $5 increase in the trainer’s salary.  The 

Yoga instructor is paid $45 per hour, and she checked with other sources to determine what they 

pay instructors ($45 to $50).  She wants to retain this instructor because she is very good.   The 



registration fee for this program is $95 (includes a $5 administrative fee).   This program is on 

the winter session schedule. Cross discussion concerning Boot Camp issues, that there are 

maintenance costs at the Community Center that need to be contributed to, and general 

discussion about Mrs. Leahey’s salary increase request. Several Commission members requested 

additional information about her intent to continue to conduct classes and to obtain a schedule 

for the next session. Mr. Sittmann moved that it be agreed that the Boot Camp instructor be 

given a $5 an hour increase, seconded by Mrs. Slawinski.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Youth Boot Camp:  Mrs. Leahey provided information about the Youth Boot Camp that will be a 

part of the winter session programs.  The program will be held on Thursdays at the Community 

Center.    Cross discussion about the Yoga program and possibly opening this program to high 

schoolers as well as developing a boot camp program for high schoolers, too.  

 

Kids in the Kitchen:  Mrs. Leahey provided information about this program for children.  It will 

teach basic kitchen skills – setting a table, making a shopping list, and how to make healthy 

meals.   The program will be offered for third to fifth graders and sixth to eighth graders.  She is 

uncertain how many sixth to eighth graders will be interested, but the instructor very much wants 

to offer the opportunity to them.    

 

Dancing Classes:  Mrs. Leahey advised a non-resident woman will be coming in to talk with her 

about possibly offering dancing classes; she does not have a dancing school.  She would like to 

offer a jazzercise class for adults/high schoolers.  She would also like to offer classes teaching 

dancing such as hip hop, ballet, and tap for children.   The possibility of the instructor offering a 

free demonstration session was discussed.  Zumba was also discussed.   Councilwoman 

McCluskey suggested checking with a resident who might be interested in teaching a jazzercise 

class.  This person is involved with Dance in Motion. Mrs. Leahey will check with her. 

 

Bonfire:  Mrs. Bezold stated this was the first bonfire she ever attended.  She believes this event 

went very well.  She discussed the fact that it was hard to hear the magician causing people to 

leave; perhaps in the future the magician should perform earlier.  She suggested adding more 

stations giving children more to do and provided a number of ideas.   Mr. Cortese suggested that 

“mixing things up” each year from the previous year might be an idea to consider. However, 

several Commission members mentioned that attendees do somewhat focus on what was 

available the previous year and state they miss whatever the action or food was.  “People in this 

town like sameness.” Mr. Cortese stated that $1,500 was budgeted and $1,078.29 was spent.  

There were other cost items received from the Council – DPW workers, tractor, and Port-a-John.  

He recommended leaving this number alone to accommodate these items. Mrs. Bezold advised 

they did not run out of food this time.  The Boy Scouts did a very good job. Mr. Cortese stated 

that the instituting of a one per person procedure would be good.   Coupons could be handed out 

as people arrive to get one burger or one hot dog.  This is what was ultimately needed to be done 

at the Pool Party.   Mrs. Bezold asked for Commission members’ thoughts about the additional 

lighting since she heard both pro and con statements. Mr. Cortese and the Commission members 

provided their comments about the lighting which generally supported the additional lighting, 

although too much lighting somewhat destroys the overall ambience of the event.  “Low lights” 



were suggested and turning one light off later in the event as the fire grows larger.  He requested 

that Katie prepare letters thanking for the hay, the DPW, and several others who were helpful. 

 

Comedy Night:  Mrs. Bezold advised she would like to consider bringing back Comedy Night 

since she always enjoyed it.   It was last done in 2009, and she has contacted Bretton Woods to 

check available dates – February 11 and February 18.  One of these dates would a conflict with a 

Rotary event.  She checked with Paul Maniscalco who advised of their planned Valentine’s Day 

dance which would probably be on February 11 and that he could let her know for sure after their 

meeting (on Friday).  She again contacted Bretton Woods to check other dates and March 3 and 

March 10 are available.   The food would cost somewhat less than in 2009. Several Commission 

members commented that participation started to drop off over time.  The possibility of a 

reduced ticket rate and perhaps providing one or two free tickets to the various organizations was 

discussed.  In the past this event has been combined as Volunteer Night, too.  Perhaps it could 

start later and hors d’oeuvres provided versus dinner.  Entertainment and beer and wine would 

still be provided.  The Commission pays for the comedian and decorations. The consensus of the 

Commission was that this is a great idea, start it later, involve the volunteers, serve hors 

d’oeuvres, make the ticket cost lower, and possibly schedule it in late January, February or 

March.   This event will have to be a wash moneywise. Mrs. Bezold will check back with 

Bretton Woods regarding the change in food cost and additional available dates.  She will also 

check around for possible entertainment.  She confirmed that the budget allocation is $750. 

 

Radio City Christmas Show Bus Trip:  Mrs. Bezold advised that two buses have filled for this 

event.  There is a three-week timeframe to pay for the tickets.  The first bus filled up quickly, but 

it was a bit slower for the second bus.  She paid for the tickets this week with an extension.  

Because of human nature, people tend to wait until the last minute to purchase tickets.   Mr. 

Bodnar will pick up the tickets at Radio City.   She will pass out the tickets to attendees. Mr. 

Cortese commented that it is good that Mr. Banks can on occasion come through for the 

Commission.  He advised that for past comedy nights, approximately 70 percent of the tickets 

were sold the last week.    Cross discussion about the various procedures of leaving Morris Plains 

and leaving New York City that attendees will have to know and follow. Mrs. Bezold advised 

she is looking into arranging for a similar trip for the play Book of Mormon.  

 

Christmas/Holiday House Decorating:  Mrs. Bezold changed this event for this year.  A 

family/individual Gingerbread House making contest that will be held on Friday night, 

December 2 at the Community Center.  She will provide the supplies such as graham crackers, 

boxes and candy.  She will also buy ribbons.  She requested volunteers to serve as judges.  She 

proposes a participation fee of $12.   

 

Family Bingo Night:  Mrs. Bezold requested a volunteer to be the Caller.  This event will be held 

on a night in January.  

 

2012 Summer Camp:  Mr. Cortese asked about scheduling the first meeting for summer camp.   

Mrs. Leahey replied that the first meeting will be held in January.  

 

Cross discussion about vouchers and when they must be given to Tracy for approval at a Council 

meeting.  



 

Fee Schedule:  Mr. Cortese advised that Councilwoman McCluskey needs the Fee Schedule.     

The Commission reviewed the Fee Schedule and members offered their comments.  

Councilwoman McCluskey reminded that August this year was cool and rainy while the 2010 

season was much hotter.  It was agreed to raise the fees by 5 percent for most categories.  

Pool Resident Family                    $340             Late Fee                     $400 

Resident Couple                            $250             Late Fee                     $300 

Resident Single                             $200             Late Fee                     $250 

Resident Senior Couple                $ 95              Late Fee                     $140 

Resident Senior Single                 $ 75              Late Fee                      $120 

Babysitters                                    $115             Late Fee                     $165 

Swim Team Only                         $130             Late Fee                      N/A                          

Swimming Lessons (Group)         $ 85                                                 N/A 

 

Non-Resident Family                    $420             Late Fee                     $495 

Non-Resident Couple                    $345             Late Fee                     $415 

Non-Resident Single                     $265             Late Fee                     $320 

Non-Resident Senior Couple        $170             Late Fee                     $220 

Non-Resident Senior Single         $110             Late Fee                      $155 

Guest Passes                                  $ 10  

 

Other Fees Summer Camp (per child) $175              Late Fee                   $225 

Tennis Key                                      $ 10  

Tennis Key Replacement                $ 10 

Group Use of Fields                        $300 

 

Cross discussion about Swim Team fees, how the Swim Team operates, fees collected, what they 

are used for and where they go, use of the Pool with this membership outside of Swim Team 

activities (youth/junior membership), and related matters. Mrs. Leahey stated she believes there 

were eight Swim Team members who were just on the Swim Team and did not have any type of 

membership to use the Pool outside of Swim Team activities.   The Late Fee amount is 15 

percent higher than the “early bird” fee. Cross discussion about changing dates for “early bird” 

registration dates for summer camp and the Pool to allow for a better format for people wanting 

to sign up for both and keeping in mind the more pressing needs to know what the registration 

totals will be in connection with hiring staff.  

 

Mrs. Leahey advised that the budget information to go to the Council does not have to be 

submitted until January 5, 2012.  She has provided budget worksheets.   Right now the Council 

needs only the proposed Fee Schedule. Mr. Sittmann moved that the Fee Schedule amounts be 

approved as discussed, seconded by Mrs. McCabe.  Voice vote.  There were two abstentions 

(Michael Breslin and Kevin Bodnar) on the voting.  Motion carried.  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:  The Commission reviewed the vouchers presented for approval.   

Cross discussion about the vouchers covering various costs connected to the Radio City 

Christmas Show Bus Trip. Mrs. Swift moved that the vouchers be approved, seconded by Mr. 

Bodnar.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  



 

NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Cortese advised of an opportunity to receive a large grant to take a 

baseball field, move it and create a multi-purpose field for soccer, lacrosse, field hockey, etc.  

With this grant, Sundays must be dedicated to use by soccer only from 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m.  

They would have to be given to Morris United.  (This would involve Morris United and Morris 

Plains soccer).  Babe Ruth rarely uses this field.   The location is at the VFW Field near the Teen 

Center.  The grant would be through the United States Soccer Federation and Morris United and 

would be in the five to six figure ranges.   He believes this field is underused.    Cross discussion 

about this proposal and various issues that seem to be problematic regarding fencing, that mobile 

fencing might be a solution, lighting for night games, parking, and related issues.    

 

OLD BUSINESS: None. There being no further business, Mrs. Swift moved the meeting be 

adjourned, seconded by Mrs. McCabe.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Karleen Leahey                                                                              

Commission Secretary  

 

 

 

Recording Secretary 

Maureen Sullivan   


