
RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

November 17, 2011   

 

Present: Mr. Kevin Bodnar 

Mr. Michael Breslin 

Mr. Salvatore Cortese, Chairman 

Mrs. Jan McCabe  

Mrs. Maggie Slawinski 

 

Karleen Leahey, Recreation Director 

 

Absent:       Mr. Gerard Sittmann, Vice Chairman 

Mrs. Janelle Swift 

Councilwoman Suzanne McCluskey 

Katie Bezold, Events Coordinator    

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Mr. Cortese called the meeting to order.  He stated that adequate 

notice of this meeting has been posted and published in accordance with Chapter 231 of the 

Public Law of 1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.” 

 

 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC Mr. Cortese opened the meeting to the public to speak 

on matters other than those on the agenda.   At 7:43 p.m. Mr. Cortese stated that the CD is now 

operating and that the previous portion of this meeting was recorded by Mrs. Leahey.  

 

Hand notes of Meeting taken previous to the operation of the CD as follows: 

Patrick Galligan introduced himself to the Commission and presented the following report 

regarding Babe Ruth Baseball:  66 total participants for the 2011 Season; 13 of these 

participants, Morris Plains residents.  Primary fundraising:  registration fees; some sponsors. 

There was no “Babe Ruth Tournament” this year due to lack of volunteers.  Field usage 

includes:  Ledgewood, Twin Oaks and VFW.  Babe Ruth does not play Fall Ball.  Difficult to 

schedule Babe Ruth around School and Travel Teams.  Mr. Galligan requested same funding 

from Morris Plains Recreation as last year ($500.00). 

 

Swim Team representative not at the Meeting.  Numbers phoned in to Gerry Sittmann prior to 

the Meeting and relayed to Karleen Leahey as follows:  153 total Swim Team participants; 138 

of these participants, residents of Morris Plains. 

 

Morristown Grapplers representative not at the Meeting.  Information emailed prior to Meeting 

to Kevin Bodnar and Karleen Leahey. 

 

7:43PM 

 

Mr. O’Brien introduced himself to the Commission and presented a report concerning the soccer 

program.  He advised that they brought the participation age down to three and four year olds for 

this year and partnered with an outside company from Cedar Knolls to coordinate this program.  

He provided additional details about the program run by this outside company.  Without changes 



to the entire program, he believes the registration fees will need to be increased for next year.  

The fee right now is $60.  He presented information concerning their fees for participation in 

soccer and the overall operation of the program, including issues relating to background checks.   

Cross discussion concerning insurance and insurance coverage.  Mr. Cortese advised he will talk 

with Mr. O’Brien to further explore matters relating to insurance.    Mr. O’Brien provided 

information concerning some of the organization’s fundraising efforts.  A determination must 

still be made as to whether or not to use the same fundraising opportunities going forward; in 

general they have lost money instead of making it.  They did conduct a 50/50 raffle this year.  

Working with Morris United in the Recreation Program is going well; there are several issues 

they are still working on to finalize to everyone’s agreement.   Mr. Cortese commented that the 

true purpose of this type of fundraising is not to make money, but rather to provide a service. 

Cross discussion about fields and the assistance provided by Morris United in connection with 

seeding. Mr. O’Brien advised of some difficulties on weekdays with other people (adults) using 

the fields during the timeframe his group is scheduled to use a field.  He has had to call the 

police several times to resolve these situations as well as interacting with the adults advising 

them they cannot use the field without the proper permission.  He wondered if there was some 

kind of signage that could be posted warning that use if by permit only. Mr. Cortese commented 

that the use of the parks can involve a variety of issues. Several Commission members 

mentioned they have seen signage in a Morris Plains park(s) stating “Permit Only” and about 

closing the field.  The sense is that these games are being played without the proper permit. Mr. 

O’Brien also commented on signs that are posted when it is raining.  He again requested a sign(s) 

at Simon’s Park that would indicate that use is with a permit only.   Mr. Cortese asked Mrs. 

Leahey to send an e-mail to Mr. Salerno, the Zoning Officer, to request permit information about 

installing two signs, one by the monument and one by snack stand.   The Commission thanked 

Mr. O’Brien for his presentation.    

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Commission members reviewed the minutes from the October 27, 

2011 meeting. Mr. Breslin indicated that a revision was needed on the fifth page, the second 

paragraph from the bottom.   For the record it was indicated that the two abstentions on the vote 

were Mr. Bodnar and Mr. Breslin.   Mr. Bodnar moved that the minutes be approved as revised, 

seconded by Mr. Breslin.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT – November 2011   Mrs. Leahey presented her report. 

Radio City Bus Trip:   This event is being held this weekend; there are two full buses.  All 

participants will receive a reminder e-mail to remind them of when the buses leave and where to 

meet.  

 

Gingerbread House Contest: There have been a number of sign-ups for this event in addition to 

some telephone calls about it.  Mrs. Bezold created a sample gingerbread house which is on 

display at the Community Center.   All materials will be provided.  

 

Model Railroad Club:  Mrs. Leahey followed up with Mr. Kluxen to remind him to provide a 

flyer about the Model Railroad Club so it can be included on the website.    

 

Bocce Ball Activity: Mrs. Leahey contacted Mr. Mangravite requesting the information the 

Commission needs in connection with the cost and location of bocce court.  She distributed his 



response for the Commission members to review. Mrs. Leahey commented that she believes he 

is requesting that she develop the necessary information in connection with the cost of a bocce 

court.  Now that the election is completed, she plans to advise him to come before the 

Commission himself so that she does not have to be the “middle man” with regard to this.   The 

Commission members agreed this was a sensible approach.  

 

Jazzercise Program:  Mrs. Leahey has determined that Jazzercise will not allow their programs to 

be conducted at the Community Center.   Jazzercise can only rent space; this kind of 

arrangement is not available to the Commission.  However, a Jazzercise program will be offered 

soon in the area.    

 

Dancing Lessons:  Mrs. Leahey contacted Art in Motion to see if they had any interest in such a 

program that would offer reasonably-priced dancing lessons.   The person she spoke with at Art 

in Motion advised she would “be in competition with herself” if she conducted such lessons and 

was not interested.  This person also cautioned that the flooring at the Community Center 

Multipurpose Room was not dance appropriate and possibly might be dangerous.  Christina does 

not want to become involved with recitals, just plain and simple and affordable dancing lessons.  

She also advised her plans would be to teach hip hop where the participants would be wearing 

sneakers; she did not think the flooring would present any problem. Continuing, Mrs. Leahey 

advised she is not quite sure how to proceed with this idea at this point in time.  Just one person 

had inquired about the possibility of a more affordable dance lesson opportunity.  Cross 

discussion about dancing lessons.  The consensus was that this is not the right time to introduce 

such a program.  

 

Winter Recreation Programs      Mrs. Leahey advised these programs are set up and everything is 

on the website.  The two new programs are the Youth Boot Camp and Kids in the Kitchen.    

 

Fee Schedule: Mrs. Leahey advised she spoke with Councilwoman McCluskey about the Fee 

Schedule.  She advised that the Fee Schedule was not discussed at the last Council Meeting; it 

will be discussed at the December 1, 2011 Council Meeting.    

 

Comedy Night:   Mrs. Leahey advised that Mrs. Bezold will need an answer no later than Friday, 

December 2, 2011 if the Commission intends to hold this event.   A concern was raised as to 

exactly what the focus of this event should be – an adult entertainment night or volunteer 

recognition.  Thanking the volunteers with their need to pay $50 each may not be a good idea, 

even though it is less expensive than going to New York City or to a show.  The event held at the 

VFW to honor the volunteers was a good time, but the volunteers did not need to pay anything.   

Cross discussion about how to address these concerns, including cost to attend.  

 

Mrs. Leahey concluded her report to the Commission.  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:  Mrs. Slawinski moved that the vouchers as presented be 

approved, seconded by Mr. Bodnar.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None.  

 



NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Cortese suggested that perhaps in January 2012 he and another 

Commission member will meet with Mrs. Leahey to review the plans for the first half of 2012 

and then hold a similar meeting with her in July or August to review the plans for the second half 

of 2012. Mrs. Leahey stated that in January discussions must begin about the camp programs, 

including how vouchers and other matters must be handled.   Mr. Cortese advised that Mr. Banks 

will be retiring.   Cross discussion about the planning and preparation for the summer camp 

programs, including that with adequate time dedicated to this project the entire five-week 

schedule most likely can be finalized by the end of February.    Mr. Cortese asked if the 

Commission members wanted to discuss the contributions given to the various organizations or 

wait until the next meeting. The consensus was to do this at the December meeting. There being 

no further business, Mr. Breslin moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Mr. Bodnar.  

Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

                                                                                

 

Karleen Leahey                                                                              

Commission Secretary   

 

 

 

 

Recording Secretary 

Maureen Sullivan   


