
RECREATION COMMISSION 
  

REGULAR MEETING 
 

December 8, 2011 
 
 

Present:  Mr. Kevin Bodnar (arrived at 8:47PM) 
     Mr. Michael Breslin (arrived at 8:49PM) 

Mr. Salvatore Cortese, Chairman 
     Mrs. Jan McCabe  
     Mr. Gerard Sittmann, Vice Chairman 

  Mrs. Janelle Swift 
 

  Councilwoman Suzanne McCluskey 
Karleen Leahey, Recreation Director 

     Katie Bezold, Events Coordinator 
 
     Absent:  Mrs. Maggie Slawinski 
 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mr. Cortese called the meeting to order.  He stated that adequate notice of this 
meeting has been posted and published in accordance with Chapter 231 of the 
Public Law of 1975, “Open Public Meetings Act.” 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Cortese opened the meeting to the public to speak on matters other than 
those on the agenda.   
 
Little League 
Mr. Tom Bergeron representing the Morris Plains Little League introduced 
himself to the Commission members. He provided basic information about the 
organization, including that Little League is baseball and softball.  He advised the 
organization had a net loss of $2,000 last year.   He presented Little League’s 
“wish list” which for the most part was for help to enhance the condition of a 
number of fields due to the very rainy weather in the spring and improvements to 
minimize damage due to rainy weather.  This included electrical work for 
equipment to reduce water on the fields.  He also mentioned a scoreboard, 
elevation issues, and the dugout. 
 
Mr. Cortese advised he would contact the Department of Public Works (DPW) to 
determine if they can assist in work that will divert water flow and possibly 



change the grate elevation(s).  He also will bring the Borough Engineer to check 
the site.   
 
Mr. Bergeron advised the organization received one estimate to do work on the 
entire field in the amount of $10,000.  The work would include regrading the 
infield and rebuild around first base.  Their consensus was that this would not 
really solve the primary problems. 
 
Mr. Chuck Stiesi, 85 Malapardis Road, Morris Plains, introduced himself to the 
Commission members.  He commented on tarp use on Field 3, and they would 
like to replace one.  He said it will cost approximately $1,000 to replace the tarp.  
The tarp is theirs, not the vocational school’s. 
 
Mr. Cortese advised of the shared services agreement with the vocational 
school.  He requested an estimate for purchase of a replacement tarp as soon as 
possible to use in connection with the vocational school’s budget preparation. 
 
Mr. Stiesi expressed a wish for the vocational school to build an “announcer’s 
booth” behind Field 1.  He provided details about this proposal.   He also 
discussed field lighting, requesting additional lights for Field 2.  He raised the 
possibility of seeking a sponsor pay for the lighting; for example, contacting 
Shop-Rite with a proposal including that the field would be called Shop-Rite Field  
  
Mr. Cortese asked Mr. Stiesi to provide a cost estimate together with a map of 
Fields 1 and 2 showing the proposed location of the booth.  There should also be 
a photo of another municipality’s field with such a booth – he believes Chatham 
may have one.  As to seeking a lighting sponsor, he stated the organization 
would need to present a proposal to the Commission; the Council probably would 
also have to give approval along with the Zoning Officer, but the Commission 
would most likely support such a proposal.  He also suggested that Little League 
research the possibility of receiving a grant from Williamsport for the lighting. 
 
Cross discussion about the registration fee for Little League ($75 or $80), the 
requested field upgrades and the problems caused by the rainy weather. 
 
Mr. Cortese advised he will be back in touch with Little League after DPW and 
the Borough Engineer have visited the fields. 
 
Borough School Theater Program 
Ms. Teri Belles, 24 Glenbrook Road, Morris Plains, introduced herself to the 
Commission members.  This project relates to installing new sound system.  She 
distributed material to the Commission and also indicated the existing equipment 
at the Borough School would be refurbished and installed at the Mountain Way 
School.  She provided details about the proposed new equipment to be installed 
and also advised of funds raised through HSA, garage sale and other efforts.  
They are approximately $1,500 short of their fundraising goal; this shortfall does 



not include a number of other costs such as electrical work.  She explained how 
these funds are designated.   In addition to the one play a year, there are also 
several concerts, graduation and a variety of other uses during the year.   
 
Cross discussion about sound and lighting equipment that has been rented in the 
past in connection with the summer recreation program plays. 
 
Mr. Cortese advised that it is uncertain when the Commission would be able to 
notify of the availability of funding due to the fact that it will take some time before 
a final 2012 budget is agreed upon.   
 
Ms. Belles thanked the Commission for its time and consideration of this request.   
 
REPORT OF RECREATION DIRECTOR – December 2011 
 
Mrs. Leahey presented her report.   
 
Field Use Signage 
Mrs. Leahey advised she contacted Mr. Salerno, Zoning Officer, regarding being 
able to install signage that would read “Use of Fields by Permit Only.”  Mr. 
Salerno gave his approval to post such signs; he did not indicate any limits or 
restrictions, trusting the Commission would post appropriately sized and placed 
signs.  
 
Railroad Club 
Mrs. Leahey advised she also received history documentation about the Railroad 
Club from Mr. Kluxen and provided it to the Commission.  She advised it has 
been posted on the web site under highlights on the home page.  As for recent 
past years, Mr. Kluxen requested a $400 stipend for 2012.   
 
USSI Proposal 
Mrs. Leahey advised she will be meeting with USSI on Monday to discuss the 
full-year proposal for programs offered by USSI.  She plans to sign on for the 
spring months if the Commission approves.  She also discussed their T-Ball 
program, but believes this program is covered by the Morris Plains Little League.   
 
Cross discussion about the possible T-Ball program, including that the age 
categories are different between Little League and USSI, that it would not hurt to 
obtain the USSI T-Ball information, timeframes for the different programs, and 
related matters. 
 
Kids Helping Kids 
Mrs. Leahey informed the Commission that this organization will be holding a 
talent show.  The Borough music teacher has been hired to work with the 
children and assist with production of the show.  The show will be scheduled for 
sometime in January or February.  Some funds were obtained from the proceeds 



of the Music of Acceptance concert conducted at Roberts Garden.  All funds 
have been raised for all costs of this show. 
 
Gingerbread House Project    
Mrs. Leahey advised that Mrs. Bezold will provide details about this.  There were 
21 participants.   
 
Radio City Trip/Other/Comedy Night 
Mrs. Bezold reported on the Radio City trip that went very well and was well 

received.  She also requested that an event she mentioned at any earlier 
meeting not be held; no advertising has been done for it.  She also reported on 
the possibility of holding the Comedy Night and specific that could and could not 
be done in connection with it.  The menu has been adjusted to provide pasta, 
eggplant and other food items buffet.   There would not be a carving station.  She 
provided pricing information.  
 
Cross discussion about prior Comedy Night events including the logistics, 
menus, pricing, and entertainment at those events.  Also discussed was the fact 
that Bretton Woods does not have a liquor license and the matter of volunteer 
recognition.   
 
The consensus was that there should be a comedian for this event and that 
perhaps there should be a theme to the menu items – maybe an Italian Night or a 
Taco Night.  Turkey, beef, beefsteak, fries, roast beef, beer, salad, and wine 
were also mentioned as possible buffet menu items.  Most thought there should 
also be music. The food cost will be close to $3,000 and $1,200 for other 
expenses for a total of $4,200.   
 
Mrs. Bezold commented on a number of other considerations in connection with 
a Comedy Night such as a rental platform, a screen for behind the entertainer.  
She will check further as to what the requirements will be such as does the 
venue require a minimum number of attendees.  By early January she would like 
to have worked out the details of a Broadway show and the Comedy Night event 
set, including the various advertising options, both online and the more 
traditional, customary methods. 
 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 
Mrs. McCabe moved to approve the vouchers as presented, seconded by Mrs. 
Swift  
 
Mr. Cortese advised Councilwoman McCluskey that the Commission would like 
to wait until the January meeting to finalize the allocation of contributions and 
budget work.  The Treasurer has requested both contributions and budget 
allocations as soon as possible versus waiting until late January or early 
February. 
 



Cross discussion that some Commission members thought at least some portion 
of this work had been done at an earlier meeting.  The final consensus was that 
Pool fees were determined; however, the sports organization contributions still 
need to be fully finalized.  The Commission decided to complete some of the 
budget allocation work tonight. 
 
BUDGET ALLOCATIONS   
 
SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Little League Opening Day 
No budget allocation was made for this event. 
 
Grapplers 
A note was sent that they could not attend; they also provided their information.  
There are approximately a total of 50 participants, several are Morris Plains 
residents.  Participation is down from past years, but it is a good program and 
they do volunteer for Family Day.  A $500 allocation was given.     
 
Soccer 
The contribution amount recommended is $3,000. 
 
Little League 
The contribution amount recommended is $3,000. 
 
Babe Ruth 
The contribution amount recommended is $500. 
 
Junior Colonials Football 
The contribution amount recommended is $1,500. 
 
Watnong 
The contribution amount recommended is $500. 
 
Swim Team 
The contribution amount recommended is $3,000.  
 
Junior Lacrosse 
This sport is doing very well.  The contribution amount recommended is $750.  
There was a cross discussion with regard to this program. 
 
Basketball  
The contribution amount recommended is $3000.00. 
 
RECREATION EVENTS 
 



Morris Plains Railroad Club 
The contribution amount recommended is $400. 
 
Bonfire 
Mr. Cortese stated this event stayed within budget and the same allocation 
should be made for 2012, $1,500. 
 
Fireworks  
The 2012 allocation will be the same as in 2011; $20,800.00. 
 
Halloween Parade and Party 
Glowsticks for 2011 were approximately $500. 
 
Movie Night Theater Program 
To be determined. 
 
Concerts 
Same allocation as in 2011; $4000.00. 
 
Family Day  
The allocation discussed at this meeting was $8,500 (an increase from 2011 of 
$500.00). 
 

Block Dance 
Brief discussion; $1500.00, same as 2011. 
 
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and Egg Hunt 
$1,200 was allocated for this event in 2012.  However, there was further 
discussion that perhaps this event’s allocation should stay at $1,700.  
 
Allocation of $1200.00 for Senior Exercise held at the VFW one day a week.  
Comment was also made that there was a recent article in the Star-Ledger.  
Apparently this cost was previously paid by the Municipal Alliance. 
 
School Sound System (as presented by Mrs. Belles) 
An allocation of $500 was suggested for this item. 
 
Volunteer Night/Comedy Night 
It was recommended that this allocation be $1,000. 
 
Cross discussion about whether the allocations discussed so far are over, under 
or just right, whether there should be uniform 10 percent cuts, and whether 
sports organizations consistently volunteered at Family Day and how to 
contribute to those that consistently do not volunteer at the Family Day event; for 
example, Babe Ruth. 
 



Mr. Cortese recommended that a subcommittee meeting of appropriate 
Commission members (two or three) be scheduled to finalize the allocation 
amounts.  He also reminded of a previously discussed procedure/standard of 
withholding a certain amount of funding if organizations do not help out at the 
Family Day event, but giving it back if they do help. 
 
Mr. Cortese stated that contributions to the sports organization would remain the 
same as last year.  However, they will be advised that most of the contribution 
(probably 90%) will be given prior to Family Day; the remaining funds will be 
given based on the organization’s participation in helping at Family Day.  He did 
add that it is possible that just one check will be prepared and provided to the 
organization AFTER Family Day.  Mr. Cortese commented that he does not 
believe hockey received funds last year. 
 
Cross discussion concerning the hockey sports organization and how to react to 
sports organizations that do not stay in contact with this Commission. 
 
Mrs. Leahey advised she will check to see what was spent on Theatre Program 
and one or two other events. 
 
Mr. Sittmann moved that the budget allocations as discussed at this meeting be 
accepted, seconded by Mr. Bodnar.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilwoman McCluskey presented her report.  She advised of two new 
vending machines at the Community Center.  The Council’s Re-Organization 
Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 5, 2012. at 7:00 p.m.  She advised 
that the Mayor has made new assignments for each of the Council members, 
and she will no longer be the Recreation liaison, but instead will be the Public 
Safety liaison.  She added she will miss working with the Commission after six 
years and thanked the members for all their efforts.  She will still be coordinating 
the Farmer’s Market and working with the Seniors.  Councilwoman Fu will be the 
new Recreation liaison.   
 
The Commission members thanked Councilwoman McCluskey for her support 
and assistance over the past years.   
 
Councilwoman McCluskey advised that the ordinance for the new recreation 
program fees and Pool fees was introduced and reviewed the fees that were 
changed; not all the fees were increased to the amounts recommended by the 
Commission. 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Sittmann moved the meeting be adjourned, 
seconded by Ms. McCabe.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was reopened to approve the November meeting minutes now that 
sufficient Commission members are present.   



 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Commission members reviewed the minutes from the November 17, 2011 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Bodnar moved that the minutes be approved as revised, seconded by Mr. 
Breslin.  Voice vote.  All in favor, except Mr. Sittmann and Mrs. Swift who 
abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, Mrs. Swift moved the meeting be adjourned, 
seconded by Ms. McCabe.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karleen Leahey 
Commission Secretary 
 
 
Recording Secretary 
Maureen Sullivan 



 


