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JOSEPH SIGNORELLI will retire in early 2021 from the  
Dept. of Public Works after 47 years of dedicated service and leadership in the 
care and maintenance of the Borough’s roads, parks and facilities.  We are ever 
grateful for his knowledge, expertise and commitment, serving as the DPW 
Superintendent for the past 19 years, working alongside his brother Benny who 
previously retired as Assistant Superintendent.  Keeping in the family tradition, 
Joey and Ben’s brother, John Signorelli will serve as our new “super.” 
 

OUR BEST WISHES TO YOU, JOEY SIG, FOR A  
LONG AND HAPPY RETIREMENT! 
 
 
     

2014 Borough Time Capsule 

Top Far Right:  Mayor Karr presents Joey with “Key to the Boro”. 
  Above Left:  John, Joey and Ben Signorelli 

Above Right:  Joey presents Mayor Frank with his own special key.  
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Mayor’s Corner
As we move further into fall and the holiday season, the Community 
of Caring as a whole has made new memories while trying to keep 
our traditions flowing. Our summer concerts continued with a 
few added in August. The always successful Farmers’ Market was 
well-visited all season and started early with pre-ordered boxes of 
produce. The Morris Plains Community Band and Choir held an early 
outdoor holiday concert. Due to restrictions on inside gatherings a 
concert would not be able to be held in December - this was out-of-
the-box thinking. Instead of the annual Halloween window painting 
by students, again thinking ‘outside,’ parking spaces at Community 
Park were utilized for Halloween chalk art. The Boy Scouts had a 
camping trip to “Camp Community Park” for a weekend of events, 
fun and camping. Many traditions have adapted, and I would like to 
thank all the numerous volunteers who came up with so many great 
and creative new ideas to help make memories for all. 

As we move forward to the end of year and holiday events, the Annual 
Tree Lighting and Menorah Lighting will go on - with modifications. 
More information will be announced prior to these events. 

Here is an update on a few items the Council and I have been working 
on. The committee I put together for developing a new Boro website 
has been working hard, and we should have a new and improved 
website up and running sometime in the first quarter of 2021. We 
are happy to welcome Melissa Gibson as our new webmaster. Our 
thanks go out to retiring webmaster, George Ross, for his many 
years of dedicated management of the website and weekly email 
alert. I have also assembled an economic or business advisory 
committee to work with our current businesses and to attract new 
businesses to our town. I am very excited about both of these and 
our community, as a whole, moving forward. The Council and I have 
extended allowances for outdoor dining until the end of the year, if 
desired by the restaurant owner. 

The Planning Board has approved Uncle Giuseppe’s Marketplace 
to fill the empty retail space that ShopRite previously occupied 
in Briarcliff Commons (Kohl’s Shopping Center). The anticipated 

opening date is about 9 months. Also in Briarcliff Commons, we 
would like to welcome AAA which is located next to Chipotle. AAA 
offers a wide variety of travel experiences and insurance among 
other services. Please stop in to see how they can help with any 
of your needs. Please support our local downtown and all Morris 
Plains businesses.

As 2020 comes to an end, we see additional retirements. A Boro 
employee for over 30 years, June Uhrin has served as our 
Municipal Clerk for over 20 years. Thank you for all you have 
done and your dedication and caring of all our employees and 
residents throughout your time of service. Again, I offer a heartfelt 
“thank you.” I would like to congratulate Rosanne Denman on her 
promotion from Deputy Clerk to Borough Clerk. We wish you the 
best of luck in your new roll and look forward to working with you 
for years to come. Our Attorney, Gail Fraser is also retiring at the 
end of the year. Gail has offered superb and expert legal advice 
for over 20 years. Thank you for all you have done for us in Morris 
Plains. We welcome Ursala Leo as our new attorney. Ursala is 
already working on her transition and we look forward to working 
with her as the Borough moves forward. 

Last, but certainly not least, in early 2021 we will say farewell to 
retiring DPW Superintendent, Joseph Signorelli. Joey has worked 
with the Road Dept. for 47 years. Few possess the “ins” and “outs” 
of the Boro infrastructure and facilities that Joey has acquired over 
the years. His experience and dedication have been invaluable. 
His brother, John, will ably and boldly take on the role as Joey 
moves on to a well-earned retirement. Thank you to June, Gail and 
Joey for your many years of dedicated service and your sincere 
friendship to so many. You will be greatly missed. I would also like to 
congratulate Tracy Rooney, Assistant Finance Officer, on reaching 
the milestone of 25 continuous years serving the Borough.

In closing, I wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season. Have 
a Happy New Year, and continue to make memories the rest of 2020. 
Stay well and safe!

God Bless You and God Bless the USA.
Mayor Jason C. Karr
jkarr@morrisplainsboro.org

9/11 Memorial Ceremony

This year's 9/11 Memorial Service in the Borough was held a bit differently than normal. Due 
to social distancing concerns, our Borough School students were not able to attend the service 
in person, but instead viewed the service via live-stream, made possible by local resident/
video technician Kevin Soutar. The video of the service may be viewed on YouTube via a link 
available on the town website: www.morrisplainsboro.org.

Our 2020 guest speaker was Alison Crowther, who shared the inspiring
story of her son Welles - The Man in the Red Bandana. (Continued on Page 13.)



IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM PUBLIC WORKS REGARDING SNOW REMOVAL
Plowing of Borough roads is difficult when vehicles park haphazardly on 
both sides of the streets. This results in narrowed roadways that restrict all 
traffic, but more importantly, this may restrict emergency vehicle access. 
To help the Borough provide improved snow plowing service to you - the 
residents - and unrestricted access for emergency vehicles, we request your 
assistance in the following ways:

Prior to, and for the duration of ice and snow storms:
1. If possible, please park in your driveway during inclement weather.
2. If not, please park only along one side of the street.
3. On odd-numbered dates, please park on the side of the street with odd-numbered houses.
4. Likewise, on even-numbered dates, please park on the side of the street with even-numbering.
5. Please move vehicles to the appropriate side of the street by 9:00 am each morning.
6. Please do not park along the turnaround area of cul-de-sacs.

Non-compliance may result in issuance of a summons.

Service Announcement From 
THE MORRIS PLAINS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

In the coming months, please be sure to not park your vehicle on any piles of leaves 
in the roadway and to help us to help you this winter by ‘adopting’ a fire hydrant.  
When the snow comes and the plows clear the streets, the fire hydrants are usually 
covered and hard to locate. Also with Daylight Savings Time passing, don’t forget to 

change the batteries in your smoke / carbon dioxide detectors.

Have a safe and happy holiday season!

Operation Take Back 2020 
On Saturday, Oct. 24, the Morris County Prosecutor’s Office participated in Operation Take Back 
in partnership with three local police departments. Acting Morris County Prosecutor Robert J. 
Carroll, Morris County Sheriff James M. Gannon, Acting Chief of Investigations Chris Kimker, 

Hanover Township Chief of Police Mark Roddy, 
Morris Township Chief of Police Mark DiCarlo, 
Morris Plains Chief of Police Michael Koroski, and 
Randolph Township Chief of Police David Stokoe 
all aided in the coordination of this event.

Residents of Morris County were able to bring 
unused or expired prescription drugs to Stop 
and Shop in Morris Plains. All drugs collected at 
the sites were weighed and properly destroyed 
by law enforcement officials. The total weight in 
drugs collected from the Stop and Shop of Morris 
Plains was 181 Pounds! 

Residents are reminded that if you were 
unable to drop off your medication, there are 
permanent drop box locations near us, which are 
listed at: http://safehealthymorris.org/dropbox.
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Morris Plains School News
A Message from Superintendent of Schools, 
Mr. Mark R. Maire

After six long months, we were excited to 
welcome back students and staff on-site on 
September 8, 2020. It was rewarding to see 
our classrooms and hallways bustling with 
activity. The beginning of a new school year 
reminds us that the future holds boundless 
possibilities. 

I would like to thank all of our staff for facilitating a seamless 
return. They have worked tirelessly to prepare and deliver 
meaningful instruction, incorporating new and innovative pathways 
to meet the needs of their students. Our transition back remains a 
work in progress, and we remain deeply committed to creating a 
safe and optimal learning experience for all of our young learners.

All Morris Plains students were provided an opportunity to receive 
daily in-person instruction, following an early release schedule. 
While on-site, students are receiving key academic instruction in 
targeted areas. As I visit each school building, I am delighted to see 
our students enthusiastic and engaged in learning. Our teachers are 
doing incredible work delivering instruction to both students on-
site, and remotely. This is no easy task, and we are truly grateful for 
their time and dedication. 

The entire summer was spent developing and implementing detail-
oriented plans for the official reopening of school. This included: 

• Purchasing 1:1 technology devices for all 
students and staff

• Designing a new master schedule at both 
schools 

• Revising the school calendar to support 
staff development training 

• Creating a COVID-19 isolation room in 
each health office, which required the 
Mountain Way Main Office to be relocated 

• Establishing daily health screening 
protocol

• Transforming the Borough School STEAM 
Lab, gymnasium, and cafeteria into 
learning spaces

• Increasing grade-level sections in order to maintain smaller class 
numbers for social distancing

• Purchasing and obtaining all necessary PPE and sanitizing 
supplies 

• Eliminating courtesy bussing and working with the Morris Plains 
Police Department to secure crossing guards

• Revising numerous policies to address COVID-19 
• Creating Pandemic Response Teams at both schools 
• Revising Curriculum to support mathematics instruction, a 
grammar program K-8, etc. 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the entire school 
community for your ongoing support. 

District Goals 
Our District Goals for 2020-2021, which are posted below, are 
centered around providing meaningful professional development 
for staff, conducting effective fiscal management practices, 
increasing family and community involvement, and supporting the 
2018-2023 Strategic Plan: 

• The Morris Plains School District (MPSD) will maximize in-
person and remote education, promoting professional growth 

experiences that support students’ academic growth and 
achievement. 

• MPSD will promote an environment that prioritizes the health, 
safety, and social and emotional wellness of all members of the 
school community. 

• MPSD will continue to implement activities outlined in the 2018-
2023 Strategic Action Plan associated with the following four 
areas: 
 ▷  Social and Emotional Learning 
 ▷ Global Awareness 
 ▷ Data Analysis 
 ▷ Classroom Learning Spaces 

• MPSD will continue to explore and implement sustainable 
revenue generating source(s) and cost savings opportunities for 
the district. 

• MPSD will continue to increase family and community 
involvement in the educational program through increased 
home-school communication, school and district-based events, 
and learning workshops.

Professional Development and Educational Programs 
It is important that districts provide staff with the necessary support 
and resources to successfully deliver meaningful and personalized 
instruction. Our district’s Professional Development Plan for the 
2020-2021 school year focuses on literacy instruction (grammar, 
phonics, and fluency), best practices of math instruction, social 
and emotional learning, and diversity and cultural awareness. 
Staff members will work with our specialists, administrators, and 
consultants to continue enhancing their craft, equipping them with 
the tools and skills to best support our young learners.

1. Increase students’ phonemic awareness through the 
implementation of the fundations program in PreK-4 through 
second grade, and collaboratively develop a grammar program, 
which supports the grammar content of the New Jersey Student 
Learning Standards. 

2. Develop a plan to support math instruction by addressing the 
major clusters in the NJSLS at every grade level to support 
student mastery of all required content, thereby closing any 
gaps created during the COVID-19 closure. 

3. Build the capacity of staff to enhance their own social and 
emotional learning, as well as their students. 

4. To improve strategies for supporting diversity and cultural 
awareness challenges in the Morris Plains School District. 

Public Relations 
Communication is an essential component to support the 
partnership between a school community and their school district. 
To enhance the home and school relationship, the district will 
publish four newsletters throughout the 2020-2021 school year. 
The newsletters will be available on the district website (www.
mpsdk8.org). The website serves as a great resource to learn more 
about our district. It contains COVID-19 related content, school 
calendars, access to school websites, links to district social media 
sites, district resources, headlines and news items, and important 
dates and events. 

School Community Organizations 
When we look beyond the school district for support and resources, 
we do not have to look far. The Morris Plains School District greatly 
appreciates the efforts and generosity of our school community 
organizations: Education Foundation of Morris Plains, Home 
and School Association, Municipal Alliance, and Morris Plains 
Basketball Association. These organizations are comprised of 

Above: A fifth grade 
student makes a music 
composition on a laptop



volunteers who work tirelessly 
to enhance our schools. Their 
monthly meeting schedules 
are posted on their respective 
calendars. Please continue 
to support these important 
organizations. The school district 
has greatly benefited from their 
assistance and support. 

Board of Education 
During the public portion of the September 22, 2020 board meeting, 
the Board of Education established goals for the current school year: 

• The board will continue to maintain strong relationships with 
the Morris Plains Education Association and school-community 
organizations,

• Increase board attendance and participation in school and 
district-related events. 

• Continue to support the implementation of sustainable revenue 
generating source(s) and cost savings measures for the district, 
and work in collaboration with district administration to execute 
the Long Range Facility Plan, and

• Continue to foster effective, respectful collaboration within 
the Board structure through cross committee information 
exchange, committee member rotation and open, transparent 
communication.

Please check the district website to access any board-related 
information.

Diversity and Inclusion 
This year, the Morris Plains School District has partnered with 
community stakeholders to establish a district-wide Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee. The committee comprises parents, teachers, 

administration, and school support personnel. The objective of 
the Diversity and Inclusion Committee is to educate and expand 
the mindsets of individuals in the school and community to have a 
greater impact in society.

The committee are scheduled to meet regularly throughout the 
school year, and some of our key goals are: 

• Continue to promote resources and reading collections for 
students that promote diversity. 

• Provide professional development opportunities for staff to 
build comfort level, knowledge, and experience with inclusive 
classroom, curriculum, and instructional practices. 

• Create practices and procedures to support meaningful parent 
participation in inclusive and diversity knowledge and practices. 

• Develop systems to share common language and approaches 
between school and home in relation to discussions surrounding 
race, diversity, and inclusion. 

• Curriculum review to infuse more diverse novels, lessons, and 
activities into core content areas. 

• Utilize Second Step curriculum resources to support in-school 
lessons on anti-racism and diversity. 

• Create a centralized information hub for parents and teachers to 
access relative materials. 

• Build meaningful partnership with the MP School Community. 
Please don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Twitter  
@WeAreMPSD. In addition to posting important school activities 
and headlines, our social media sites serve as a window into the 
classrooms, showcasing best practices and student engagement. 

Wishing our Morris Plains community members a very happy, 
healthy, and safe upcoming Holiday Season!!!! 

Best,

1
2

3

4
5 6

Inside Look:

1 - Second grade students 
marking up words.

2 - Mrs. Lion-Bailey and 
a Mountain Way student 
participating in “One-Of-
A-Kind” day, where they 
celebrated their uniqueness 
with mismatched socks. 

3 - Third graders hard at 
work.

4 - Thank you EFMP  for 
awarding a grant to support the 
creation of "calming zones" for 
students at both Borough and 
Mountain Way Schools.

5 - Preschoolers making fall trees.

6 - Students are sharing their 
business presentation.
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We are happy to say that we have been re-open to the 
public since August. If you have been into the library 
lately, you may have noticed some changes. First, we 
now have two check-out desk areas to comply with 
social distancing guidelines. Next, we re-organized 
sections in our adult area to better highlight our New 
Book Collections as well as our DVDs, Book on CD’s and 
New Paperback selections. Our Fiction and Non-Fiction 
areas have new larger signs to better guide you during 
your book browsing and many of our books now have 
genre labels to make it easier to find the type of books 
that interest you the most. We have added a few more 
murals in our older Juvenile Fic/YA area and picture 
book room. These beautiful murals were painted by 
college student and graphic artist Nevada Currier 
who generously donated her time and talent over the 
summer during our closure. We are thrilled with the 
5 pieces she created for us. We also wanted to thank 
Mathew Cinchi and his mother Maria for volunteering 
their time to help the library with Fall clean-up and 
building us an area to store our garbage cans and ramp 
to make it easier for staff to access them. Lastly, we have 
added new furniture on the adult side. The new chairs 
and study tables are all set up and we have outlets and 
phone chargers at each table. Our study and reading 

tables are open for use once again but please be aware 
that due to covid regulations seating and time may be 
limited. Please call us with any questions.

We will continue to offer curbside service to those who 
prefer to obtain their reading material that way instead 
of coming inside. Just give us a call, we are happy to put 
together some books you are sure to enjoy. 

Our Inter-Library Loan delivery service is back up and 
running. You can once again reserve and request books 
online, in-person and by phone from other branches. You 
can also drop off items from other Libraries for return. 

The Morris Plains Library Fall Shredding Fundraiser 
took place on Saturday November 7th. We hope you will 
join us for our next shredding, scheduled for April 2021. 
The cost is $6.00 per bag/box. As always, this is a rain or 
shine event. As the Fall ends, please be on the lookout for 
our Annual appeal letter. Your continued support during 
these times of uncertainty is appreciated beyond words. 
We love our patrons and families and look forward to 
seeing you at the Library soon.

All our best,
Sheila Jain 
Morris Plains Library Director

Happy Fall!

New Titles to Check Out:
The Book of Lost Names – Kristin Harmel            

The Evening and the Morning – Ken Follett

The Exiles – Christina Baker Kline                            

The Order – Daniel Silva

Fifty Words for Rain – Asha Lemmie                      

Beauty Tempts the Beast - Lorraine Heath 

The Color of Air – Gail Tsukiyama                           

Floriography: An Illustrated Guide to the                 
Victorian Language of Flowers – Jessica Roux

The Lions of Fifth Avenue – Fiona Davis

The Woman Before Wallis – Bryn Turnbull           

The Return – Nicholas Sparks



 

  Congratulations 2020 Borough School 8th Grade Graduates 
              Jackie Walsh        and       Connor Ross 

Jeff Emge ~  Morris Plains Recreation 2019 Volunteer of the Year 
 

The Morris Plains Recreation Commission’s Volunteer of the Year Award is intended to recognize an                  
outstanding individual who has made a significant impact on our Community’s Recreation Programs.                    

Jeff  Emge embodies this description. 

Jeff has been a board member with MPSA for an impressive 7 years, including serving as VP/Coaches Coordinator and 
VP of Facilities as well as serving 2 years as President. This past year, he volunteered again, despite having no children 

participating in the program—but that's just Jeff! His relentless focus on what matters and his willingness to give his 
time sets an example in our Community of Caring! 

The award was presented to Jeff by Councilman Sal Cortese, one of the founding fathers of Morris Plains Soccer. 

Congratulations, Jeff! 

 

The Emge Family   
Councilman Art Bruhn, Councilman Sal Cortese, Jeff Emge,  

President MPSA Portia Levasseur , Councilwoman Cathie Kelly 
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Fabulous Halloween decoration photo submitted by :  Amal Azzara 

Halloween Chalk Art

Scarecrows

Hope you've enjoyed the many 
creative scarecrows along the 
avenue crafted by local residents!

Young artists created works of chalk 
art outside of the Community Center 
this year in lieu of the traditional 
Halloween window painting.

Many thanks to our Fire Dept. 
volunteers who provided Halloween 
treat bags to local trick-or-treaters!



MPSA's Super Soccer Saturday 
yielded a collection of over 1600 
pounds of food donations for the 

Interfaith Food Pantry

Many Community of Caring Food Drives to Benefit IFP

PBA - Breast Cancer Awareness
The Morris Plains PBA was at the Oct 10th Farmers' Market 
to meet residents and to sell pink patches and T-shirts to 
support Breast Cancer Awareness Month. How proud we 
are of our police officers!

Republican Club

MPFD Ladies Auxiliary



Annually we try to give an update on the status of our school enrollment in 
comparison to previous years. Since 2010 the following housing units have built:

Signature Place: 197 Units
Coventry Park: 70 Units
Davenport Village: 56 Units
Total Housing Units = 323 Units

Saint Virgil’s School has closed which added a few students to our listing. 
Presently, our school system has 60 fewer students than in 2010. Developments 
that are presently being built are:

JMF Development on American Road will have the following units available: 
156 For Sale age-restricted units and 125 Rentals (of which 22 will be for 
seniors), in which 22 school-age children are expected.

M&M, Route 53, consists of 434 units. There are 99 children expected from 
this development, however, the number of 2-bedroom units has been 
reduced by 37. This reduction will result in fewer school-age children. Also, 
some of the school-age children are expected to be high school age.

Our current kindergarten class has 48 students, which is 37 less than the current first grade class of 85 students.

We will continue to monitor the developments and enrollment numbers with the Board of Education, 
Superintendent and Principals of each school.

BOROUGH SCHOOL & 
MOUNTAIN WAY SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT TOTALS:

YEAR     # of Students
2010    636
2011    634
2012    617
Sept 2013   642
Sept 2014   613
Sept 2015   604
Sept 2016   588
Sept 2017   570
Sept 2018   568
Sept 2019   587
Sept 2020   576

Recent Housing Developments & 
School Enrollment Stats

The Man in the Red Bandana 
(source: redbandanaproject.org)

Welles Remy Crowther, 24 years old, Boston College, Class of 
1999, was an equities trader with Sandler O’Neill and Partners, 2 
WTC, 104th floor.

At age 16, Welles became a volunteer firefighter and a fully trained 
member of Empire Hook & Ladder Co., No. 1, Upper Nyack, NY. 
He always carried a red bandana in his pants pocket, a habit he 
learned from his father. It was this signature that ultimately led to 
his identification as “The Man in the Red Bandana,” who had been 
known to save many lives on September 11th. Talk of his actions 
had begun a few days after September 11th among workers at 
Ground Zero who mounted rescue and recovery operations.

Nearly nine months later, two references in a New York Times 
article to a “mysterious man in a red kerchief” caught the 
eye of Welles’ mother. She was able to contact eyewitnesses 

who, through photographs, confirmed that Welles was indeed 
the man with the red bandana who had saved their lives and 
many others that day. Making multiple trips between the South 
Tower’s 78th floor Sky Lobby and clear air at the 61st floor, Welles 
found, carried and escorted victims down the only stairwell that 
remained passable after a hijacked Boeing 767, UA Flight #175, 
struck the South Tower at 9:03 am. When he finally reached 
the ground floor lobby he remained with members of the FDNY 
at the Command Center. They lost their lives when the tower 
collapsed.

Welles was recovered on March 19, 2002 with the incident 
command center personnel of the FDNY. The Crowther family 
learned nearly three years later that the men were on their 
way back up the South Tower with a “jaws of life” tool, to free 
victims trapped under debris, when the building collapsed. In 
December 2006, Welles was posthumously made an honorary 
member of the FDNY.

9/11 Memorial (Continued from p.4)

Welles' mother, Alison Crowther, was 
the guest speaker at the Borough's 2020 
9/11 Service. She shared Welles' inspiring 
story as well as information about the 
Red Bandana curricula project. 

www.redbandannaproject.org



Due to the stringent restrictions 
that have been put in place and 
changes in market conditions 
please note that with regards to 
recycling your plastic:

Every Tuesday

January
1 New Year's Day 

Holiday

8 Tuesday-Recycling

15 Tuesday-Recycling

22 Tuesday-Recycling

29 Tuesday-Recycling

February
5 Tuesday-Recycling

12 Tuesday-Recycling

19 Tuesday-Recycling

26 Tuesday-Recycling

March
5 Tuesday-Recycling

12 Tuesday-Recycling

19 Tuesday-Recycling

26 Tuesday-Recycling

April
2 Tuesday-Recycling

9 Tuesday-Recycling

16 Tuesday-Recycling

23 Tuesday-Recycling

30 Tuesday-Recycling

May
7 Tuesday-Recycling

14 Tuesday-Recycling

21 Tuesday-Recycling

28 Tuesday-Recycling

June
4 Tuesday-Recycling

11 Tuesday-Recycling

18 Tuesday-Recycling

25 Tuesday-Recycling

July
2 Tuesday-Recycling

9 Tuesday-Recycling

16 Tuesday-Recycling

23 Tuesday-Recycling

30 Tuesday-Recycling

August
6 Tuesday-Recycling

13 Tuesday-Recycling

20 Tuesday-Recycling

27 Tuesday-Recycling

2019 Recycling Schedule

Borough of Morris Plains
Jan 2019

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

Feb 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28

Mar 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

Apr 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

May 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Jun 2019
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Jul 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

Aug 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Sep 2019
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

Oct 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

Nov 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Dec 2019
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

No collection on New Year's Day (1/1/19).

PLASTICS

DEER 
MANAGEMENT

To help make our 
program successful, 
please stay out of all 
park areas marked 
with red culling signs 
(pictured here) in the 
early morning and 
early evening hours.  
Thank you!

RECYCLING PICK-UP 
WILL CONTINUE EVERY 

TUESDAY IN 2021

The only acceptable plastic containers at 

curbside pick up OR the recycling center 

are #1, #2 & #5 plastic bottles/containers.

Hello, dahlings! 

Please remember that no plastic bags are to be included 
with your recyclable items, with one exception: Shredded 
paper can be put into clear or translucent plastic bags 
that are tied shut. Also, please shred only paper on which  
confidential information is printed. 

Thank you for being responsible recyclers!

"GLINDA GARBAHJ" GABS

Every Tuesday

January
1 New Year's Day 

Holiday

8 Tuesday-Recycling

15 Tuesday-Recycling

22 Tuesday-Recycling

29 Tuesday-Recycling

February
5 Tuesday-Recycling

12 Tuesday-Recycling

19 Tuesday-Recycling

26 Tuesday-Recycling

March
5 Tuesday-Recycling

12 Tuesday-Recycling

19 Tuesday-Recycling

26 Tuesday-Recycling

April
2 Tuesday-Recycling

9 Tuesday-Recycling

16 Tuesday-Recycling

23 Tuesday-Recycling

30 Tuesday-Recycling

May
7 Tuesday-Recycling

14 Tuesday-Recycling

21 Tuesday-Recycling

28 Tuesday-Recycling

June
4 Tuesday-Recycling

11 Tuesday-Recycling

18 Tuesday-Recycling

25 Tuesday-Recycling

July
2 Tuesday-Recycling

9 Tuesday-Recycling

16 Tuesday-Recycling

23 Tuesday-Recycling

30 Tuesday-Recycling

August
6 Tuesday-Recycling

13 Tuesday-Recycling

20 Tuesday-Recycling

27 Tuesday-Recycling

2019 Recycling Schedule

Borough of Morris Plains
Jan 2019

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

Feb 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28

Mar 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

Apr 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

May 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Jun 2019
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Jul 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

Aug 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Sep 2019
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

Oct 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

Nov 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Dec 2019
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

No collection on New Year's Day (1/1/19).

MP Clean Communities: Keep an eye out for all the groups that 
are going out to clean our town's streets for a clean sweep!
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SOLUTIONS TO STORMWATER POLLUTION
As a resident, business or other member of the New Jersey community, it is important to know these easy things 
you can do every day to protect our water sources.

Limit Your Use of Fertilizers and Pesticides:
• Do not apply fertilizers when heavy rain is predicted.
• If you use fertilizers and pesticides, follow the instructions on the label on how to correctly apply them.
• Make sure you properly store or discard any unused portions.
• Consider using native or well-adapted vegetation that requires little to no fertilization.
• For more information on fertilizer use, identification and soil testing, contact the local agriculture service. A copy of the 

Citizen's Guide to Pest Control and Pesticide Safety and other information on pesticide control and use can be found on the 
Pesticide Control Program of New Jersey's website at www.pcpnj.org.

Properly Use and Dispose of Hazardous Products:
• Hazardous products include some household or commercial cleaning products, lawn & garden care products, motor oil, 

antifreeze, paints, solvents, fluorescent lights, battery acid, engine cleaner, and degreasers.
• Do not pour any hazardous products down a storm drain because storm drains are usually connected to local water bodies, 

and the water is not treated.
• Recycle used motor oil.
• Additional information on household hazardous wastes (including information on each county's hazardous waste collection 

program) may be found at the Association of New Jersey Household Waste Coordinators website at: 
www.njhazwaste.com/index.htm or by visiting www.mcmua.com

Don't Litter: Place litter in trash receptacles...and...Recycle, Recycle, Recycle!

Dispose of Yard Waste Properly: Keep leaves and grass out of storm drains.

Responsible Pet Care: PICK UP AFTER YOUR PET. Properly dispose of pet waste into the trash or toilet. Local ordinances prohibit 
allowing pet waste to remain on private or public land.

When treating your pet and yard for fleas or ticks, check with your veterinarian for safe alternatives to chemicals. Never dispose 
of flea dip liquid on the ground or in the storm drain. It should be considered 'household hazardous waste' and disposed of 
accordingly (see above).

Do Not Feed Wildlife: Local ordinances prohibit feeding of wildlife such as geese, ducks, deer and feral cats. Such feeding can 
result in water pollution from animal wastes.

ANIMAL LICENSING 2021 RABIES CLINIC - CANCELLED
It is the responsibility of all pet 
owners to obtain licenses for dogs 
and cats in their care that are over 
the age of 7 months old. Renewals 
for previously licensed pets will be 
mailed to residents by the end of 
this year.

The fee for spayed or neutered pets 
is $16, and for non-altered animals 
it is $19. Renewals must be received 
by January 31, 2021 to avoid an 
additional $25 late fee.

If you have any 
questions, please 
call the Borough 
Clerk’s Office at  
973-538-2224.

The Morris Plains Free Rabies Clinic that is held each 
January has been cancelled this year due to Covid concerns. 
If your pet is due for its rabies vaccination, you can take 
it to another town within Morris County to receive a free 
rabies vaccination and get the paperwork that is necessary 
for renewing your pet's registration.

Upcoming Clinics:
• Wharton - December 3
• Mountain Lakes - December 12
• Rockaway Twp - December TBA
• Washington Twp - January 16
Please visit Morris County - Office of 
Health Management's website for dates/
times/locations of additional free Rabies 
clinics in Morris County: 

https://health.morriscountynj.gov/public/rabies/
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Morris Plains Museum 
51 Jim Fear Drive, Morris Plains, New Jersey  07950 
973 - 683  -1089________ www.morrisplainsmuseum.com                                                                                           

TThhee  BBoorroouugghh  wwiitthh  OOnnee  SSttrreeeett  
 A Current Exhibit 

 
RReedd  GGaabblleess  wwaass  tthhee  eessttaattee  ooff  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccaarrttoooonniisstt,,  HHoommeerr  DDaavveennppoorrtt..  

TThhiiss  ppaarrcceell  ooff  llaanndd  eexxtteennddeedd  ffrroomm  RRtt..  5533  ttoo  tthhee  aarreeaa  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  GGrroovvee  AAvveennuuee..  
MMrr..  aanndd  MMrrss..  DDaavveennppoorrtt  sseeppaarraatteedd  iinn  11990099..  HHoommeerr  lliivveedd  iinn  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy,,  wwhheerree  hhee  ddiieedd..  

  
DDaaiissyy  DDaavveennppoorrtt  ppllaannnneedd  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  tthhee  llaanndd  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  rraaiillrrooaadd  ttrraacckkss  aanndd  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  
SSuunn  VVaalllleeyy  WWaayy..    SShhee  ffiilleedd  aa  mmaapp  ooff  bbuuiillddiinngg  lloottss  wwiitthh  tthhee  MMoorrrriiss  CCoouunnttyy  CClleerrkk’’ss  OOffffiiccee..  
WWee  hhaavvee  tthhee  11991100  MMuueelllleerr  MMaapp  iinn  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm  wwhhiicchh  sshhoowwss  tthhiiss  pprrooppoosseedd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..  

TThhiiss  pprrooppoossaall,,  ttoo  ddiivviiddee  tthhee  hhiillllssiiddee  pprrooppeerrttyy  iinnttoo  6655  vveerryy  ssmmaallll  lloottss,,  wwaass  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  
oonn  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  ssiizzee,,  ttooppooggrraapphhyy  aanndd  rreemmootteenneessss..    TThhee  llaacckk  ooff  tthhee  bbuuyyeerrss  eennddeedd  hheerr  

ddrreeaamm  lleeaavviinngg  oonnllyy::  
  

YOU GUESSED IT!    
LLaauurreell  SSttrreeeett  --  tthhee  oonnllyy  ssttrreeeett  iinn  MMoorrrriiss  PPllaaiinnss  

  
VViissiitt  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm  wwhheenn  iitt  rreeooppeennss  aaggaaiinn  iinn  22002211  ttoo  sseeee  oouurr  eexxppaannddeedd  eexxhhiibbiitt..  IItt  iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  rrooaaddss  

pprrooppoosseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  DDaavveennppoorrtt  PPrrooppeerrttyy  oonn  RRtt..  5533,,  aanndd  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooffff  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaann  RRooaadd..  
 
 

Help us create a collection of "Covid-19" material and experiences. We wish to 
document for years to come just how the pandemic affected Morris Plains.  

Kindly send materials such as pictures, memories, etc. to our e-mail:  
mpmuseumassoc@gmail.com.                                                                       

 
OOUURR  CCUURRRREENNTT  EEXXHHIIBBIITTSS  

TThhee  BBoorroouugghh  WWiitthh  OOnnee  SSttrreeeett    ||    HHoommee  GGrroowwnn  AArrttiissttss    ||    TThhee  SSttoorryy  ooff  LLaakkee  PPaassssaaiicc  
  

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS TO PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR TOWN! 
To help just call the museum and leave a message. The Morris Plains Museum Association fulfills our mission statement: 

 to collect, preserve & exhibit information about the history of our town. 
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Beautification at Davenport Village



  The members of the Morris Minute 
Men (MMM) Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) would like to thank 
all the residents of Morris Plains 
and Morris Township who provided 
meals, snacks, treats, beverages, cards 
and notes during the height of the 
COVID-19 crisis in our community. 
Although great at performing life 
saving skills, deciding where to get 
dinner is a always a challenge. Having 
dinner provided was one less thing 
we had to concern ourselves with!

For those that are not familiar with 
the MMM, we are a 100% volunteer, 
donation funded, EMS serving 
Morris Plains & Morris Township 
for the past 80 years! What started 
as a group preparing for World War 
II has evolved into a 75-member 
strong organization providing the 
people residing in, traveling through, 
and conducting business within the 
communities of Morris Plains and 
Morris Township with expedient and 
professional emergency care every 
hour of the year.

MMM members volunteer for weekly 
12-hour shifts and cover weekends and 
special events (5Ks, half-marathons, 
carnivals, football games, etc.). 

Have you ever thought of joining 
our organization? All over the age 
of 16 are invited to apply. We are 
open to volunteers covering day or 
night shifts. No previous training or 
experience is required, and the MMM 
will sponsor you to take the EMT 
certification class for free! 

Applications can be found 
on our website: http://www.
morrisminutemen.org. Just complete 
the application and once received 
you will be contacted to tour our 
squad house and learn more about 
the responsibilities of membership.

All members are allowed to ride on 
calls on day 1. We would love to have 
you join us!

A Message from
The Morris
Minute Men

Have you ever noticed the many 
lovely public gardens in town as 
you drive, walk or bike around the 
Borough? These are managed and 
maintained by the Beautification 
Committee. The Committee is made 
up of 15 volunteers, with Dennis 
Wagner as the Committee’s Borough 
Council Representative.

There are more than 12 gardens 
around town: Community Park 
(which includes six separate 
gardens), Malapardis Road Corner 
Garden, Court Road Park and 
Gazebo, Rte 53 Gazebo, Rte 202 
Retaining Wall, including the “Rosie 
the Riveter Garden”, Watnong Park, 
the Model Railroad Station, and 
Glenbrook Island. A most recent 
addition is Mayfair Island. One 
of the members, George Ross, 
also coordinates membership of 
the Community Gardens off of 
Central Avenue. The Committee 
also contributes to maintenance 
and flower pot planting outside of 
Borough Hall and the Annex.

Each of these gardens are “owned” 
by an individual who plants and 
maintains that garden with help 
from other committee members 
and the Department of Public 

Works. The Committee meets the 
first Wednesday of the month, 
March through October. Individuals 
discuss and present plans such 
as what plants and mulch may be 
needed. A budget is maintained and 
ideas are shared. The Committee 
members often use propagated 
plants from their own gardens.

So, the next time you stop by the 
Community Center, or visit the 
Morris Plains Museum, you’ll 
notice the lovely flowers and shrubs 
planted to enhance those entrances. 
When opening season of baseball 
and softball starts, you’ll be greeted 
with daffodils at the entrance sign 
and a nice garden near the snack 
bar. As you wait at the traffic light 
coming up from the train trestle and 
you glance to the right, that lovely 
garden is planted and maintained by 
one of your fellow townspeople who 
is a member of the Beautification 
Committee. Like a “pop of color”, 
you may pass a garden that you go 
by every day and think, “Wow, that’s 
lovely!” The Community of Caring 
says, “Thank you, Beautification 
Committee.”

Interested in joining, contact Nancy, 
973-390-1129.

The Beautification Committee



The Rev. Paul V. Olsson, who served St. Paul's as rector for the past 17 
years, led the worship service for the last time on Sunday, November 8. 
In addition to discharging the typical duties of a "person of the cloth" 
during those 17 years, the Rev. Olsson served as the chaplain for the 
Morris Plains Volunteer Fire Company; as the clergy convener for Refugee 
Assistance Morris Partners (RAMP); as co-chair of the Morris County 
Long-Term Recovery Committee that functioned after Hurricane Irene 
struck New Jersey in August 2011; and as vice-chairperson of the Board of 
Trustees of the House of the Good Shepherd, a retirement community in 
Hackettstown. Within the Episcopal Diocese of Newark, he served for two 
terms on Diocesan Council; chaired the Committee on the Diaconate of 
the Commission on Ministry; chaired the Human Resources Committee 
of the Diocesan Search Committee for the most recent bishop (note: she is 
the Rt. Rev. Carlye J. Hughes). 

Not only did the Rev. Olsson provide significant spiritual sustenance for 
his parishioners and the greater community, but as an excellent cook he 
concocted some delicious "manna," especially in the form of the delicious 
cookies he made for the annual Christmas Cookie Walk at the church! He 
has left the Garden State for the Green Mountain State, where he is now 
serving St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in Middlebury, Vermont.  
The Community of Caring will miss you, Rev. Paul.

The Rev. Paul V. Olsson, rector of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church, presides at the annual 
meeting of the parish in January 2020.

Reverend Olsson's Last Sunday at St. Paul's

Community Band Outdoor Concert

Director Larry Ripley 
and the Morris Plains 
Community Band and Choir 
helped the community to 
celebrate a little "Christmas 
in October". Due to Covid-19, 
the band did not anticipate 
doing their usual holiday 
concert tour; so when the 
Presbyterian Church invited 
them to perform on the 
church grounds, the band 
took the chance to offer 
some festive holiday tunes. 
Even though a bit early, we 
can all use a little holiday 
spirit and joy these days! 

THANK YOU VETERANS!
Brig. General Vincent Malone of Picatinny Arsenal was 
guest speaker at the annual Watnong VFW Post 3401 
Veterans Day remembrance.



ANNUAL 
SANTA TOUR
The Morris Plains Fire 

Department is bringing Santa to 
town! Watch and listen for Santa 
to come to your neighborhood 

beginning at 11 am on

Sunday, 
December 20

The Borough Council will hold its
ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING
on Thursday, January 7, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 
 531 Speedwell Avenue. ALL are invited.

*Virtual meeting updates to follow - see website for details.*

CHRISTMAS 
TREE LIGHTING
AND SANTA'S
ARRIVAL

Sunday, December 6
6:00 PM at the 
Freight Station

PUBLIC 
MENORAH 
LIGHTING

Saturday,  
December 12

 6 PM at the Freight Station 
(Merchant Block) 

Bernard Brothman, Coordinator

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE
Sponsored by the VFW and Morris Plains  

Fire Department

Mon-Fri, Noon - 8 pm; Sat & Sun, 9 am - 8 pm 
Beginning Sunday, November 29

Visit the VFW on Route 53 to purchase a beautiful 
Christmas tree for the holiday season!

*Please check Boro website frequently for updates and  
more information about the upcoming events.*

www.morrisplainsboro.org
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The deadline for the next issue of Plains Talk is January 15th, 2021. 
Please submit articles and pictures to plainstalknews@gmail.com.

BOROUGH OF MORRIS PLAINS
531 SPEEDWELL AVENUE
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

The Mayor and the Borough Council wish 
to extend all of you our warmest wishes for 

a wonderful holiday season.

May the New Year  
bring prosperity, good health,  

and happiness to all!


