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Spring
Forward
Eager for warm

weather and better
days ahead! 

(More Easter photos on page 9)



Mayorʼs Corner
As the weather turns warmer, it is a time for outdoor gatherings 
and activities with family and friends.

Our annual fireworks are scheduled for June 26th along with 
a scaled down version of our Family Day celebration. Please 
watch for details to follow. The Community Pool will be open 
this season and Swim Team will resume. Summer Camp along 
with Teen Camp will also be open this season. 

I am excited to see Little League Baseball and Softball being 
played this year. School activities are being scheduled and various 
Municipal Alliance programs are starting to be scheduled. 

We anticipate opening up Borough Hall, the Annex and 
Community Center in June. The three larger building projects 
in town are moving along, and the issuance of building permits 
has begun. Most utility work and site work has been completed. 

Construction permits applications have also been submitted 
for Uncle Giuseppe’s which is looking forward to opening 
around Thanksgiving.

The Borough has seen quite a bit of activity and inquiries into 
many of the vacant retail spaces, and I am optimistic that they 
will once again be filled in the near future.

Stay well, and Happy Spring! Enjoy your Summer! Please 
patronize our local businesses! 

If you have any comments or questions, please feel free to send 
me an email.

God Bless You, and God Bless the U.S.A.

Mayor Jason C. Karr
jkarr@morrisplainsboro.org

Swearing In of New VFW Officers The Incoming Officers in Watnong VFW Post 3401 as 
of June 19th, 2021 will be:

John Titterton  Post Commander
Basil DiArmiento  Senior Vice Commander
Tim Stites  Junior Vice Commander
Christopher Gardner Post Quartermaster
Plummer Williams Post Chaplain
Thomas Villante  Post Trustee
Robert Hosken  Post Trustee
James Auriemma Post Trustee;
	 	 	 Post	Service	Officer
John Ryan  Post Adjutant
George Terry  Post Judge Advocate

The	Morris	County	Prosecutor's	Office	held	its	first	
drug "takeback" of the year, yielding a collection of 
over 600 pounds of unused or expired medications. 
Operation Take Back is geared at combating the 
misuse of prescription drugs as well as protecting our 
environment by providing safe and proper disposal. 
Shown at right are representatives of the Morris 
Plains Governing Body and Police Dept along with 
County	Officials	at	the	collection	site	at	Morris	Plains	
Stop and Shop.

Operation Take Back



 

To view the Parade Booklet and Line of March, go to: 
www.morrisplainsboro.org 

 
To view Live-Streaming of the Parade beginning at 9 a.m.,  

go to:   https://parade.soutar.tech/ 

2021 GRAND MARSHALS 
This year we extend our gratitude to the many local 

personnel and volunteers who dedicated their time and 
talent to the valiant fight against the COVID pandemic. 

2020 GRAND MARSHAL 
 

Last year’s parade honoree was to be Alice McGreevy, owner 
and proprietor of Arthur’s Tavern.  The Boro appreciates 
Alice’s many years of generous support of our local veterans 
and emergency services personnel as well as our youth sports 
organizations & many other community groups.  Arthurs has 
always been, not only a great local spot to gather and dine, but 
also a devoted business neighbor and cherished member of 
the Community of Caring.   
 

Unfortunately, Alice will not be able to participate in the 
parade this year, but she will be represented by her daughter, 
Alyse-Marie Moore Puentes and her grandchildren, Daniel and 
Ava Puentes. 

The Parade begins at Roberts Garden, then heads south on Mt Way to left on Rosedale Ave, and then makes a left onto Speedwell Ave to 
head toward the center town.  Parade continues to Route 53 and ends at the VFW Post.  (Note:  NO food or activities at VFW this year.) 



Returning vendors this year are:
Ort Farms: Fresh fruits, vegetables, berries, corn, tomatoes, 
herbs, honey, flowers, pumpkins, hormone-free/antibiotic-free 
milk, cheese, bacon, eggs, butter, sauces, jams, jellies, donuts, 
pies, locally raised beef and pork. ortfarms.com

Hoboken Farms: Creamy and smooth fresh mozzarella cheese 
and burrata, just-baked crusty peasant breads, soft & sweet 
croissants, scones, sticky buns and a whole line of locally 
produced pasta, meat, seafood, and their world-famous 
glorious pasta sauce.  hobokenfarms.com  

Zabka Polish Specialties: Polish stuffed cabbage, variety of 
pierogies, bean soups, kielbasa, chrusciki, babka, mustard. 

Olives, Pickles, Etc.: Barrel Cured Pickles (garlic, full sour, half 
sour, kosher dill, bread & butter, spicy full sour, horseradish, 
sweet &horseradish, sweet & spicy, Giardiniera), Gourmet 
Olives (Exclusive mix olives, Castelvetrano, Cerignola, 
Kalamata, oil cured, grilled, stuffed olives, cheese stuffed 
olives, spicy mix), Etc. (olive paste, sundried tomatoes, stuffed 
grape leaves, marinated artichoke hearts, Babaganoush, spicy 
eggplant salad).   

Paolo s̓ Kitchen: Freshly prepared & frozen homemade Italian 
dinners (family & individually sized), eggplant rollatini, 
vegetable lasagna, chicken meatballs, chicken parmigiana, 
eggplant parmigiana, sausage & peppers, salad dressings.

Burning Love Organics: Candles, soaps and body products 
made from natural ingredients, custom jewelry, essential oils.  
Instagram: @Burningloveorganics; @Patriot_timber_and_flame

New This year: 
Pies & Quiches, LLC: Seasonal fruit pies, assorted pies 
(chocolate mousse, coconut custard, key lime, Boston creme), 
Quiches (broccoli cheddar, spinach onion, apple bacon 
cheddar, spinach onion cheddar), all pies baked in 4″ and 6″ 
shells, cookies, crumb cakes, everything baked fresh daily.

a krafte production: Baby Bodysuits, Seasonal Dish Towels 
and Signs, Creative Canvas and Cards, Custom Art for Special 
Occasions.

Additional guests include our sponsor, Provident Bank, All 
Seasons Garden Club, Cub Scouts, local crafters, local sports 
clubs, County and Borough Department representatives, local 
merchants. 

Crafters Welcome: Must be resident of Morris Plains and offer 
personally created items. Prior arrangements required.      

Why Jersey Fresh?

1.  Locally grown food tastes better
Produce harvested locally and more 
recently is fresher and has better 
flavor than produce that travels 
across the country.

2.  Local produce is better for you
Studies show that fresh produce loses nutrients quickly. 
Locally grown food, purchased soon after harvest, retains 
its nutrients.

3.  Eating local is better for the environment
When your food doesn’t travel long distances, you’re 
promoting better air quality and reducing pollution.

4.  Local food supports local farm families
When you buy local, you support family-owned farms and 
as a result those families can afford to stay on the farm, 
doing the work they love.

 5. Local food preserves open space
Open farming lands will survive only as long as farms 
are financially viable. When you buy locally grown food, 
you are doing something proactive about preserving the 
agricultural landscape.

The Morris Plains Farmers Market opens for its 19th season 
on Saturday, June 12th and will continue through October 
9, 2021. Located at 771 Speedwell Avenue, on the Merchant 
Block, the market will be open from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.    

Morris Plains Farmers Market



 

We invite all veterans, families of veterans, or current service members that resided in Morris Plains to 
submit an application to have a banner hung from a light pole along Speedwell Ave., honoring our bravest 
residents. Please provide the following application, along with a portrait from service. These banners will 
be hung during the month of November, annually, recognizing Veteran’s Day. We also invite sponsors for 
this important project.    

Questions?  Contact Nicholas at NKarr51@gmail.com or 973-270-5451 



Each year the Morris County Council of Education Association 
honors people who have gone above and beyond to enrich the 
lives of our students and/or improve the quality of services.

This past year, while a majority of staff was trying to figure 
out how to work from our cozy, safe homes, our maintenance 
and custodial staff continued to work on the front lines, 
where it was not as safe. In the spring and summer, they were 
responsible for “deep cleaning” in addition to their regular 
routines. They also assisted with PRIDE projects: organizing 
deliveries, helping to pack, tearing down boxes, and hauling 
away trash. During the summer months, to prepare for a safe 
school re-entry, they packed, labeled and moved furniture and 
supplies to a storage unit. They assembled acrylic screens and 
delivered PPE. Without these fantastic staff members, working 
side by side with us, I don't know how we would have survived 
the past year. 

Please help me honor the 2021 Friends of Education, the Morris 
Plains Custodial and Maintenance staff. Congratulations and 
thank you for keeping everyone healthy and safe.

2021 Morris County Council of Education Association's Friendship of Education Award

Honoring Morris Plainsʼ Custodial and Maintenance Staff

MP Custodial & Maintenance Staff:
Kevin Beattie - Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Mohamed Soliman - Maintenance
Daniel McCarthy - Borough School Custodian
Charlie Alexander - Borough School Custodian
Luis Feliz - Borough School Custodian
Vinaldo Grant - Borough School Custodian
Fernando Giraldo - Mountain Way Custodian
Monica Giraldo - Mountain Way Custodian

The Morris Plains Co-op Play School is teaching more than just the ABCs to their preschool students. 
As	 a	 local,	 non-profit	 organization,	 The	 Co-op	 is	 focused	 on	 teaching	 about	 community	 and	 the	
power	of	giving	back.	Back	in	March,	they	held	a	Spring	Supply	Drive	to	benefit	Homeless	Solutions.	
Co-op	families,	alumnae,	and	neighbors	donated	much	needed	supplies	to	this	private,	non-profit	

organization	that	has	been	helping	the	homeless	and	working	poor	in	Morris	County	since	1983.	Homeless	Solutions	offers	shelter,	services,	
and	supportive	housing	to	those	in	need,	helping	the	individuals	and	families	they	service	to	rebuild	their	lives	and	become	self-sufficient.

Morris Plains Co-op’s newest collection drive is for LEGO Replay and they are encouraging the community's help. The Co-op will be collecting 
used	LEGO	bricks	of	all	sizes	(they	do	NOT	need	to	be	full	sets	but	do	request	that	they	are	only	LEGO	brand	products)	which	will	then	be	sent	
to	the	LEGO	Replay	program.	LEGO	Replay	will	clean,	sort,	and	distribute	the	bricks	to	child-focused	organizations	like	Teach	for	America	and	
the Boys & Girls Club. A collection basket will be on the Co-op’s front porch from April 22nd through the end of May. Please help the Co-op 
give	the	gift	of	play	to	children	in	need.	Morris	Plains	Co-op	is	located	at	8	Cleveland	Avenue.

8 Cleveland Ave  •  Morris Plains, NJ 07950  •  973-540-1537 •  info@morrisplainsco-op.org  •  MorrisPlainsCo-op.org

by Laurie Schorno



Morris Plains School News
A Message from Superintendent of Schools, 
Mr. Mark R. Maire

This year has once again moved at a very rapid pace! The arrival of 
spring means that we have just several months of instruction left with 
students, and we are working tirelessly and maximizing all resources to 
continue our in-person model throughout the remainder of the school 
year. Spring sports and co-curricular clubs are in full swing, and we are 
currently planning for end of year activities and events for students at 
both schools. This includes transitional activities for our second grade 
students and an outdoor graduation ceremony for our eighth grade 
students. It is our intention to maintain as much normalcy for our 
students as possible. 

We successfully opened our school doors in September 2020 for 
in-person instruction for all students in grades PreK-8 and largely 
sustained this model in the midst of a pandemic. Prior to the start 
of this school year, we established new learning spaces, created 
daily screening protocol, increased our nursing staff, upgraded 
and enhanced our facilities, obtained necessary PPE, secured daily 
permanent substitutes, restructured the master schedule, launched 
new learning programs, increased student and staff technology, 
promoted instruction that blends both in-person and remote learning, 
and modified our transportation plan, eliminating courtesy bussing. 
These were not easy tasks, nor small accomplishments. Though we’ve 
encountered minor setbacks, our students have benefited from a 
consistent routine, rigorous instruction, stringent health and safety 
protocols at school, and one-to-one personal technology devices.

I am truly grateful for the unwavering commitment of all members of 
the faculty who serve our students every day. From our teachers to our 
custodians, our paraprofessionals to central office staff, administrators 
to transportation, our school nurses to special services, our business 
department to building and grounds, our curriculum department to 
our secretaries. Everyone has joined together to facilitate the process 
and made personal sacrifices along the way. 

Planning Ahead
We anxiously await guidance from the NJ Department of Health and 
Governor Murphy regarding the next school year. In the meantime, 
administration is designing 2021-2022 opening plans with the 
expectation that all students attend school in-person, every day, for a 
full-day. We assume masks will be required. In addition, we will also 
plan for 6 feet social distancing during each lunch period. Please note, 
the current transportation plan, eliminating courtesy bussing, will 
remain in effect for the upcoming 2021-2022 school year. 

2021-2022 Budget
The winter months were dedicated to generate next year’s budget. 
Much care and consideration were utilized while planning a budget 
that is fiscally responsible. The 2021-2022 preliminary school budget 
was approved at the March 9th board meeting, and the final budget 
was approved at the County Office shortly thereafter. Currently, all of 
the districts’ needs for the next school year are incorporated into the 
final budget. This was a monumental task, considering the significant 
budget challenges and expenses that were incurred this school year. 
I would like to thank our Business Administrator, Ms. Cathy Jenisch, 
for effectively managing the budget process, and our administrators, 
for finding creative solutions to continue moving our district forward. 
Overall, we feel very confident that next year’s budget will afford us 
the opportunity to continue investing in staff development, sustaining 
competitive class sizes, enriching our educational programs and 
resources, maintaining our buildings and grounds, and continuing 
our efforts to meet the needs of all of our student learners. Cost 

saving measures, including switching transportation providers and 
establishing an Emotional Support Classroom at Borough School, have 
served our budget well. 

Overall, we saw a 15.56% increase in state aid from the previous year’s 
allotment. Most of the increase in state aid was utilized to balance 
the budget. It is our intention to use the remaining revenue to offset 
a HVAC project at both schools, which will allow us to preserve our 
capital reserve account. Over the summer, all fan coil units at both 
schools will be replaced and relocated, and plasma ionization devices 
will be installed in each unit. Plasma ionization devices project positive 
and negative ions into the ventilated space, killing viruses and germs. 
This necessary HVAC project will make the fan coil units accessible for 
maintenance, increase our energy efficiency, purify classrooms, and 
further increase airflow. We aim to utilize the remaining referendum 
balance to purchase new windows at Mountain Way School. The 
window replacement project will begin September 2021. 

The public hearing for next year’s budget was held at the April 27th 
board meeting. During the meeting, administration gave a State of 
the District/Final Budget presentation, which included school and 
district accomplishments, identified next year’s goals, and initiatives 
for both schools, and specificied 2021-2022 budget information. This 
presentation is available for your review on the main page of our 
district website. 

School Funding Legislation
Since December, I have been working closely with Assemblyman Jay 
Webber to address the inequities regarding the state’s allocation of 
Covid-relief funds (ESSER). Assemb. Webber has introduced bill A5482, 
which will send all of New Jersey’s discretionary ESSER II funds to school 
districts that have provided full-time or hybrid in-person education to 
their students this school year. Assemb. Webber is also working on bill 
A5483, which would redistribute FY2023 transportation and security 
aid from remote school districts to in-person school districts for the 
2022-2023 school year. At the March 18th Town Council meeting, the 
council passed a resolution in support of the bill, and sent a copy of 
the approved resolution to the Governor’s Office. I will continue my 
work with Assemblyman Webber and state legislators to help ensure 
appropriate funds are allocated. 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee
This year, the district partnered with community stakeholders to 
establish a district-wide Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee 
comprised of parents, teachers, administration, and school support 
personnel. Our mission is to educate and expand the mindsets of the 
learning community in order to cultivate a culture that embraces 
diversity, inclusion and belonging. The committee has met regularly 
throughout the school year, and some of our strategic goals include:

• Continue to promote resources and reading collections for 
students that promote diversity

• Provide professional development opportunities to build comfort 
level, knowledge, and experience with inclusive classroom, 
curriculum, and instructional practices

• Create practices and procedures to support meaningful parent 
participation in inclusive and diversity knowledge and practices

• Develop systems to share common language and approaches 
between school and home in relation to discussions surrounding 
race, diversity, and inclusion

• Curriculum review to infuse more diverse novels, lessons, and 
activities into core content areas

• Utilize Second Step curriculum resources to support in-school 
lessons on anti-racism and diversity

• Create a centralized information hub for parents and teachers to 
access relative materials

• Build meaningful partnership with the Morris Plains School 
Community



The following sub-committees have been formed to address these 
goals: cultural resources, education, communications, technology, and 
recruitment. Additional highlights will be forthcoming, including our 
action plan for the next school year. 

Standardized Assessments
The NJDOE cancelled the spring 2021 administration of NJSLA ELA, 
Mathematics, and Science assessments. The NJDOE will administer 
the Start Strong assessments in Fall 2021 to all 3rd-8th grade students 
in English Language Arts and Math, and to all sixth grade students in 
Science. This flexibility is only being offered for the 2020-2021 school 
year due to the impact of COVID-19. The Start Strong assessments will 
be administered in person from Sep. 13, 2021 through Oct. 22, 2021. 
Although the administration of NJSLA has been cancelled, the MPSD 
will still administer the ACCESS (assessment for English language 
learners) this spring.

Board of Education News
At the April 13, 2021 Board Meeting, the Board of Education approved 
the revised 2020-2021 school calendar, which is available on the district 
website. The calendar was revised to reflect two snow days. In addition, 
the calendar memorializes the last day of school for students, which is 
scheduled for June 17, 2021.

School Community Support
We continue to receive generous contributions from our school 
community organizations. Throughout the school year, the MPEA 
sponsored a virtual Family Yoga program, an Italian family virtual 
cooking class, and a live tour of Fosterfields Living Historical Farm 
for students, parents, and teachers. They packed over 800 lbs of food 
for MPSD families, purchased and distributed educational supplies 
in “remote learning kits” to every student, and provided “emergency 
supply” kits for students in need.

We have also received generous support from the Morris Plains 
Municipal Alliance Coalition, Education Foundation of Morris Plains, 
and the Morris Plains Home and School Association. The Morris Plains 
Board of Education would like to thank all of our school community 

organizations for their continued support throughout the school year. 
They have worked tirelessly to enhance the educational experience 
of our students. Please visit their websites to learn more about the 
wonderful work they do, and their amazing contributions to our district. 

Congratulations Mrs. McKinlay
The Board of Education has accepted, with regret, Borough School 
Spanish Teacher Susan McKinlay’s retirement, effective June 30, 2021. 
Mrs. McKinlay has 30 years of teaching experience, 25 in Morris Plains. 
Mrs. McKinlay is the consummate professional with an incredible work 
ethic. Mrs. McKinlay is an outstanding educator, and she leaves behind 
an amazing legacy, including developing our Spanish program at 
Borough School. She has contributed greatly to our school community, 
and she will be greatly missed. We wish her all the best as she begins 
the next chapter in her life.

Communication
Communication is an essential component to the partnership between 
a school community and their school district. The district website 
serves as a great resource: It contains COVID-19 related content, board-
related information, school calendars, access to school websites, 
links to district social media sites, district resources, news items, and 
important dates and events. Please don’t forget to follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter @WeAreMPSD. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire Morris 
Plains school community for their continued support of our vision 
and programs throughout this past school year. The success of our 
educational programs is directly related to the ongoing support and 
commitment of our staff, students, parents, Board of Education, and 
school community organizations. 

On behalf of the Morris Plains School District, I extend best wishes 
for a safe, healthy and relaxing close to the school year and upcoming 
summer. I look forward to working closely with all members of the 
school community as we continue our steady course towards excellence.

All my best,

Mt. Way staff show their support for Autism Awareness Month

7

The Borough Beaver made a guest appearance 
on BTV to kick off Spirit Week

Mt. Way students "Pie the Big Guy" as they 
celebrate all the donations our community 
made for the American Heart Association. 
Thank you, Mr. Fiore, for being a great sport!

Future scientists hard at work at Borough School Momentous day for BTV! It was our first broadcast with two 
cameras! Thank you @EFofMP for the new microphone!

MPSD: Heroes Work Here



We had a very successful shredding event on April 24th! Thank you to our volunteers and to all who participated.

We continue to offer curbside pick-up and Inter-Library Loan delivery services. Please call the Library for more info 
and take a look at our website morrisplainslibrary.org and Facebook page for updates. We hope to see you soon!



On Saturday, April 24, residents had the opportunity to meet and speak 
with	local	government	officials;	learn	about	local	boards,	commissions	
and	organizations	and	what	they	do;	explore	municipal	vehicles	and	
rescue apparatus - and more.  The event was held at Community Park in 
accord with NJ's annual Local Government Week observation.

Officers Guild,
Zarillo, and Heinz
snowtube on
Mountain Way

This winter brought us lots of snow and
some jumbo icicles, like this one submitted 
by Teegan and Cavan Markt!



 

    Morris Plains                           
Little League                      

took the fields again this                               
Spring with a “Virtual” 

Opening Day                         
ceremony                          

Baseball’s first pitch 
was delivered by                     
Joey Cristiano to                      

Coach, Matt Osborne 

The first Softball pitch was thrown from 
Shelby Shay to Izzy Bergeron 

Words of Welcome from League President,  
Rich Sullo 



A Visit with
Congresswoman
Mikie Sherrill

Earlier this month, Mayor Karr and Councilmen Wagner and Cortese took Rep. Sherrill on a small business walk down Speedwell Ave. 
They stopped at several establishments to speak with owners about the challenges they've faced due to COVID-19. We appreciate the 
Congresswoman's time and attention to the concerns of the hardworking business owners in town, and we thank her for her support.



 

  
MMoorrrriiss  PPllaaiinnss  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  

SSuummmmeerr  CCoonncceerrtt  SSeerriieess  aatt  RRoobbeerrttss  GGaarrddeenn    
  

JJuullyy  1111                LLoonnddoonn    CCaalllliinngg                  ((rraaiinn  ddaattee      JJuullyy  11))                                  
  JJuullyy  1188                  TThhee  DDoowwddeenn  BBrrootthheerr    ((rraaiinn  ddaattee    JJuullyy  1199))                                            
JJuullyy  2255                  TThhee  KKoooottzz                                      ((rraaiinn  ddaattee    JJuullyy    2266))  
AAuugguusstt  11            MMiilllliiee’’ss  CClloosseett              ((rraaiinn  ddaattee    AAuugguusstt  22))  

    
PPeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  bbyy  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  BBaanndd  aatt  RRoobbeerrttss  GGaarrddeenn::  

JJuullyy  44tthh    ,,  AAuugguusstt  88tthh,,    AAuugguusstt  1155tthh    &&      AAuugguusstt  2222nndd    
                

BBrriinngg  aa  llaawwnn  cchhaaiirr    aanndd  EENNJJOOYY!!  
AAllll  CCoonncceerrttss  aarree  ffrroomm    66  PPMM    --    88  PPMM    

 

   

 



 
Morris Plains Community Park  

Grades K - 9  
June 28  -  July  30   

9 AM to Noon 

 
Arts & Crafts ! Sports & Games ! 

Fun Science Experiments !  
Scavenger Hunts !  

Field Day! Pool Days !   
And so much more… ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Recreation Commission is  
committed to providing a safe camp 
environment and will strictly adhere 

to CDC Covid Protocols   

 
Come Swim with Us  
this Summer at the 

Morris Plains 
Community Park Pool ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the Marlins Swim Team! 
& Wednesday Senior Aquasize! 

For more information  
Check out our pool Website: 

www.morrisplainspool.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Pool Membership Application  &  

Pool Information Booklet: 
visit the Borough Website: 
www.morrisplainsboro.org 



 

Morris Plains Museum 
51 Jim Fear Drive, Morris Plains, New Jersey  07950 
973 - 683  -1089________ www.morrisplainsmuseum.com                                                                                             

MMOORRRRIISS  PPLLAAIINNSS  HHIISSTTOORRYY
  

  
  

MMaapp  ooff  MMoorrrriiss  PPllaaiinnss  ffrroomm  11888866  

  
AAtt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm  iiss  cclloosseedd..  VViissiitt  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm  

wwhheenn  iitt  rreeooppeennss  aaggaaiinn  llaatteerr  iinn  22002211  ttoo  sseeee  oouurr  eexxppaannddeedd  eexxhhiibbiittss..  
 

Help us create a collection of "Covid 19" material and experiences. 
We wish to document for years to come just how the pandemic affected 
Morris Plains. Kindly send materials such as pictures, memories, etc. to 

our e-mail:  mpmuseumassoc@gmail.com.                                                                                                             
  

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS TO PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR TOWN! 
To help just call the museum and leave a message. The Morris Plains Museum Association fulfills 

our mission statement - to collect, preserve & exhibit information about the history of our town. 



Morris Plains
Clean Communities

It’s not just a courtesy - 
it’s the law!

The	 All	 Seasons	 Garden	 Club	 has	 been	 busy	 planting	 flowers	 in	 the	 tubs	 along	
Speedwell	Avenue.	Anyone	wishing	to	help	care	for	a	tub	(i.e.,	watering	and	weeding)	
is	asked	to	call	Pearl	Law	at	973-538-8189.	We	are	so	appreciative	of	the	volunteers	
who help us maintain the tubs.

The	club	is	holding	a	plant	sale	at	the	Farmer’s	Market	on	June	12,	2021	from	9-2pm.	
A variety of indoor and outdoor plants, painted terracotta and decoupaged pots, 
garden	art	and	annual	flower	arrangements	will	be	available	for	sale.	There	will	also	
be	a	garden	gift	basket	raffle	–	free	ticket	with	every	purchase.	Hope	you	can	stop	by.

Our roots and shoots program resumed this year with vegetable plantings at the Co-
op Nursery School and the 2nd graders at Mountain Way school. Hope the children 
enjoy their bounty. 

Our meetings will start in September again. If anyone would like to join the club, attend 
a	meeting,	or	has	any	questions,	please	log	on	to	our	website	(www.morrisplainsasgc.
org)	and	press	the	Get	in	Touch	button.	

Enjoy your summer - may it be full of blooms.

Hi, Dahlings! It’s baseball season again, and we must go to bat for the proper 
disposal of dead batteries.

Please, please do not put any batteries into your curbside recycling container or 
into	the	roll-off	containers	at	Reimer	Recycling	Center.	Recently,	dead	batteries	
have	been	the	cause	of	fires	in	some	recycling	facilities	-	not	good.

For details about battery disposal, visit mcmua.com,	or	if	you’re	unable	to	find	
the info you need on that website, call the Morris County MUA at 973-829-8006. 

Thank you, and stay well!

"GLINDA GARBAHJ" GABS

The following streets are expected 
to undergo roadwork/improvements 
this year: Dogwood Road, Hillside 
Court West, Oakwood Court, Lindabury 
Lane,	Freight	Station	Walkway	and	555	
Speedwell Avenue Parking Area, and also 
Grove Avenue.

Scheduled Road Work & 
Street Improvements



Health Buzz: From the Board of Health

Resilience During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Source: How to Help Families and Staff Build Resilience during the COVID-19 Outbreak, 
The Developing Child at Harvard University, 2021. 

During the stressful and unknown times of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, individuals have to 
undergo many hardships. Some hardships 
include job loss, schools/businesses closing 
or even losing a loved one to COVID-19. 
Resilience can help us get through those 
tough times. We are not born with resilience 
as it is built over time due to the experiences 
we face. The Developing Child at Harvard 
University describes resilience as a balance 
scale, where negative experiences tip the 
scale towards bad outcomes, and positive 
experiences tip it towards good outcomes. 

There are three ways to build resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic:

1. Help those in need: donate food, clothes or toiletries to families or 
individuals. 

2. Maintain and encourage connections with family and friends – surround 
yourself with those who are of positive influence.

3. Manage daily life – make a to-do list, set reminders or use a daily planner. 

Feeling overwhelmed and need free and confidential emotional support?

Call the NJ Hope and Healing Hotline at 866-202-4357. 

by Kristina Favo

Morris Plains to Host 2nd Annual

Community Band Festival
If you enjoyed our first annual Community Band 
Festival in September 2019, you’ll be thrilled to learn 
that we’re doing it again!

On Sunday, June 6th, Morris Plains will be hosting an 
all-day festival of town bands. Sixteen bands from 
several communities of northern New Jersey will 
each be performing a short concert at Community 
Park. There will be traditional concert bands, jazz 
bands, a Philadelphia “Mummers” style string band a 
traditional British-style brass band, a German “Oom 
Pah” band and a brass choir. 

The bands will perform one after another on the lawn 
between the baseball fields on the Ron Brown Field 
side of Community Park. Each will perform a concert 
of their signature works – music that displays the 
strengths of their group, whether it’s classical, jazz, 
marches, patriotic music or favorites from Broadway 
and Hollywood.

There is no admission charge for the event and there 
will be food and refreshments available for purchase. 
There is plenty of free parking at the park, so bring 
your lawn chair or blanket and plan on an enjoyable 
day of music! Rain date is the following Sunday, June 
13th. More details will be available on the Borough of 
Morris Plains website as we get closer to the date.

This special event is being sponsored by The Morris 
Plains Community Band. To learn more about the 
Morris Plains Community Band, contact Larry Ripley 
at 973-998-1081 or larryripley@verizon.net, or just get 
that horn out of the closet and stop in at the Morris 
Plains Community Center some Wednesday evening 
from 7:00 to 9:00. 

Community Band Concert
The Morris Plains Community Band performed an outdoor 
concert at St. Mary's Church in Wharton on May 2nd, 2021.



SCOUT NEWS
On Saturday, April 17, 2021, Troop 39 held their spring 
campout at Community Park.

Typical activities include: camping skills, canoeing and 
fishing, tying knots and lashings, water rescue methods, meal 
preparation and cooking, flag raising, display and etiquette, 
fire building and safety. 

During the school year, Troop 39 meets weekly at the 
Presbyterian Church of Morris Plains to plan camping trips, 
community service events and learning required to earn rank 
advancements. For more information, visit troop39bsa.org. Scout Campout with Council President Cathie Kelly

God and Service Award Observance at Presbyterian Church of MP
Morris Plainsʼ own, Carl Loutzenheiser receives Boy Scouts of Americas̓ God and Service Award

The Presbyterian Church of Morris Plains observed Scout Sunday on February 21, 2021. During their worship service, Morris 
Plains resident Carl Loutzenheiser was recognized by Scouts BSA Troop 39 of Morris Plains with the God and Service Award. The 
God and Service Award was designed to express appreciation for outstanding leadership and significant contributions by an adult 
to the spiritual, social, and physical lives of our young people. 

Loutzenheiser, an Eagle Scout and father of an Eagle Scout himself, has a long history of working with youth ministries within the 
Presbyterian Church of Morris Plains. Carl has served the church as an elder, a Sunday school teacher, a member of the Worship 
& Music Ministry and regularly serves as a worship leader during Sunday morning worship services. Carl also coordinated the 
handbell program of the church and is the director of the Grazio Bell 
Choir which plays concerts both at the church and throughout the 
Morris Plains community. In addition to his service at the church, 
Loutzenheiser served as an Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 39 in 
the 1980’s and continues to support and help coordinate fundraising 
efforts for the troop to this day. Carl was recognized by both the troop 
and the church in appreciation of his decades of service to helping 
young people grow in their faith and follow the Scout Oath and Law.

The Presbyterian Church of Morris Plains livestreams services every 
Sunday morning at 9:30, more information can be found at 
 www.mppresby.org.

Scouts BSA Troop 39 has been chartered to the Prebyterian Church 
of Morris Plains since 1930 and continues to meet regularly for 
young men aged 11-17; information on joining can be found at 
www.troop39bsa.org. The Boy Scouts of America will prepare every 
eligible youth in America to become a responsible, participating 
citizen and leader who is guided by the Scout Oath and Law.

Pictured Left to Right: Rev. Don Brown (Presbyterian Church of 
Morris Plains), Carl Loutzenheiser, Frank Caccavale (Scouts BSA 
Troop 39 Assistant Scoutmaster)



 

BARBECUE 

BIKE RIDE 

COMMUNITY POOL 

CONCERT IN THE PARK 

DOWN THE SHORE 

FAMILY DAY 

FARMERS MARKET 

FIREWORKS 

GARDENING 

GO FISHING 

ICE CREAM TRUCK 

LEMONADE STAND 

RELAX 

SENIOR PICNIC 

SPLASH PARTY 

STRAWBERRIES 

SUMMER CAMP 

SUNSCREEN 

SWIM TEAM 

VACATION 

THINK SUMMER! 

Uncle Frank's

1 2

3 4

Photos by number:  (1) Bryce Pfeiffer caught the first 
fish of the day; (2) Gavin Subocz caught the first 
golden trout; (3) Joseph Cecala with daughter Evelyn; 
(4) Hudson Osborne caught his first-ever trout



BOROUGH OF MORRIS PLAINS
531 SPEEDWELL AVENUE
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

The deadline for the next issue of Plains Talk is July 16th, 2021. 
Please submit articles and pictures to plainstalknews@gmail.com.

SSppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::  


