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Field of Flags
Watnong VFW Post 3401's

made a moving tribute to our 
fallen and to our veterans, 
active military, and first 

responders this past July 4th.



Mayorʼs Corner
As the summer months continue and we head into the fall your 
Council and Mayor have remained busy. I would like to thank 
the Recreation Commission, former Councilman Joe Cecala 
and all who helped and volunteered to once again bring you the 
best Fireworks and Family Day in Morris County. During Family 
Day, there was a celebration for the new fire truck which also 
was a successful event. Morris Plains is happy to welcome the 
following new businesses to town: TEAM, Howard Hanna Rand 
Realty, First Light Home Care and Med Pro Health Care,  SSI 
People, Abby’s Consulting, Sisters Nail Salon, Alpha Graphics, 
Las Leyenda’s de Mexico Restaurant and Scoop Station. We 
are looking forward in the very near future to more new and 
exciting establishments. Please remember to patronize these 
and all of the businesses in town. Shop LOCAL!

Community Park Pool opened with great success and has had a 
very busy, hot season. Please check the pool’s Facebook page to 
see all the excitement. Congratulations to all of our spring and 
summer sport teams on their successful seasons. The Marlins 
Swim Team was back this season and the team couldn’t be 
happier and did very well.

Recreation Camp had a very successful month with many new 
activities to keep your children engaged and happy which 
translated to a lot of fun. Thank you to all of our Recreation 
Employees and Recreation Commission for all they have done 
to open our pool and camp. We look forward to seeing everyone 
again next year at the pool and camp.

The Community of Caring is excited to congratulate the 
following individuals for their outstanding achievements and 
or service to the Borough and to all Morris Plains graduates: 
The 2021 Valedictorian for Morristown High School, Natasha 
Thussu Dhar (a Morris Plains resident), the Morris Plains 
Borough School Baseball Team and Coach Fiori for winning 
GMCJSCA Group 1 Baseball Championship. The Borough’s 

current attorney, Fred Knapp, Esq. for receiving the Criminal 
Practice Award from the Morris County Bar Association. It 
is with great sadness that I recognize the passing of former 
Councilwoman, Mary Buckley.  Mary was a veteran and was 
very active in various volunteer programs. She will be missed 
dearly. Last, but not least, congratulations to all of the Junior 
Police Academy graduates.

Construction projects on Route 53 (M&M), American Road and 
at the Kohl’s Shopping Center are continuing and moving at 
a fast pace. You will start to see new structures being erected 
every week.

The Morris Plains Rotary donated and installed a new welcome 
sign at Malapardis Road and Johnson Road. It looks fantastic as 
it welcomes people into the Community of Caring. Thank you 
to the Rotary volunteers.

The 55th Annual Block Dance is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 4th, 6:15 to 9:30 PM on the Merchant Block. Join us 
for rides, food and games. Fun for all ages! Make sure to check 
the Borough’s website for upcoming town wide fall events.

This year marks the 20th Anniversary of the September 11, 2001 
attack on the United States. Our annual remembrance will be 
held on Friday, September 10, 2021, 9/11 Memorial, Route 53 at 
10 AM. Come and join us in remembering what happened on 
that horrific day.

The Boro has a brand new website with many exciting features 
to help you find information easily. Please be sure to check out 
the new site and all it has to offer.

Stay well and enjoy the remainder of the summer.

God Bless You and God Bless the U.S.A.

Mayor Jason C. Karr
jkarr@morrisplainsboro.org

NEW SIGNS AROUND TOWN

And a sign was added at Johnson Rd corner to welcome those entering the 
Boro on Malapardis Rd, thanks to the Rotary Club of Morris Plains!

A new sign for Roberts Garden was recently 
donated by a generous Morris Plains resident.



ANNUAL MORRIS PLAINS
9/11 MEMORIAL SERVICE

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks on our 
country. Morris Plains' annual remembrance is to be held on:

Friday, Sept. 10th at 10:00 AM
at the Morris Plains 9/11 Memorial (corner of Rts 53 & 202)

Please refer to morrisplainsboro.org for details.



BRUSH PICKUP            GRASS PICKUP            LEAF PICKUP
BRUSH PICKUP
SCHEDULED FOR THE WEEKS OF AUGUST 30th AND SEPTEMBER 27th

For a safer, cleaner street, brush should be placed out for pickup no earlier than 48 hours prior to scheduled pickup date. Branches 
should not protrude into the path of cars. We ask your cooperation in making brush pickup more efficient by observing the 
following guidelines:

1. NO BRANCHES OR LIMBS MORE THAN 3 INCHES IN DIAMETER WILL BE PICKED UP. Only branches, limbs and logs that can 
be chipped will be collected - due to chipper limits.

2. SMALL LIMBS AND TWIGS should be tied in 1-FT ROUND BUNDLES NO LONGER THAN 6 FEET.
3. ALL BRANCHES, LIMBS OR LOGS should be no longer than 6 feet, neatly stacked, all in one direction.
4. VINES AND PRICKER BUSHES must be tied in bundles.
5. STUMPS are to be free of DIRT AND DEBRIS.
6. NO LEAVES OR GRASS CLIPPINGS are allowed with Brush Pickup.
7. NO LUMBER, METAL, BUILDING MATERIAL OR FOREIGN DEBRIS are allowed.

GRASS CLIPPING PICKUP
Pick up is on Wednesdays through November 3rd. The only material which should be put into COVERED CONTAINERS for these 
Wednesday collections is GRASS. Please: NO TWIGS, BRANCHES, LEAVES, STONES OR OTHER MATERIALS.

LEAF PICKUP
October 18th to December 3rd. DO NOT put grass, brush, sticks, vines or stones with your leaves.  
Rake leaves to curbside. DO NOT PUT LEAVES IN BAGS. Put them in neat piles at curbside.

BAG UP NJ!
The "Bag Up NJ" campaign, is the New Jersey Clean Communities Council’s new single use plastic 
and paper bag ban outreach campaign, which has a simple message: Bring your own reusable 
bag(s) when you shop.

On Nov. 4, 2020, Governor Phil Murphy and the New Jersey Legislature enacted the most progressive 
bag ban law in the country. The law prevents litter and encourages the use of reusable bags by 
phasing out single-use plastic and paper bags.

The law bans plastic bags, regardless of thickness, at grocery stores and retail outlets, as well as paper 
bags at larger grocery stores. It also bans clamshell food containers and other products such as plates, 
cups, food trays and utensils; and makes plastic straws at restaurants available only upon request.

The Bag Ban goes into effect on May 4, 2022 and penalties have been set for 1st, 2nd and 3rd offenses.

New program to take effect May 4, 2022

A Prescription Drug Drop Box has been added to the lobby of the Morris Plains Municipal Building, which 
is located at 531 Speedwell Avenue. The locked drop box is available during normal business hours, 
Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

The new drop box is clearly labeled to identify items that may and may not be deposited.  Acceptable 
items include pills, capsules, patches, vitamins, samples, pet medications and over-the-counter 
medications. Medication packaging also will be accepted, such as pill bottles and small medication 
boxes. Not acceptable: syringes, liquids, lances for diabetic testing, inhalers, thermometers and aerosol 
cans, and of course any type of trash.

Eliminating unused and unwanted medications is an important step toward keeping your family and 
community safe. By properly disposing of your prescriptions, you are contributing to the safety and well-
being of your community’s youth: the abuse of prescription and over-the-counter medications are on 
the rise, due in part to these drugs being easily accessible. The process is quick and safe just drop your 
medications in the box and they will be properly disposed of by environmental standards.

Prescription Drug Drop Installed at Town Hall



This past July, Mayor Jason Karr welcomed a new addition to Morris Plains - 
Howard Hanna | Rand Realty.

In an official ribbon cutting ceremony at their new offices on 374 Speedwell, 
Mayor Karr, accompanied by several local Council members, wished the 
company well and presented the Morris Plains “Key to Success” to Manager 
Keith Kirkwood. 

Howard Hanna | Rand Realty is the largest privately owned real 
estate company in the nation, with over 350 offices nationwide. 
They are excited to have their primary Morris County base in 
this modern, high visibility location in the heart of wonderful 
Morris Plains. 

Keith Kirkwood, who has been part of the leadership team with 
the company for four years, is delighted to help establish this 
innovative market leader in this part of New Jersey. He said this 
new location with its great exposure to passing traffic and other 
local businesses, is a welcome addition to the many other Howard 
Hanna Rand Realty locations throughout New Jersey,  adding: “As 
your new neighbors, please stop by and see us any time.”

If you are thinking of buying or selling, either locally or globally - 
we can help - just look for the green and white flags!!

Grand Opening!
Howard Hanna | Rand Realty

Watnong VFW Post 3401
Memorial Day Ceremony

Field of Flags
(from cover)

The Watnong VFW Post 3401 installed 
150 American flags, which remained 
on display from June 29 - July 6, as a 
beautiful tribute in honor of all those 
who serve our communities and nation 
in various ways.  



Grand Opening!
Scoop Station

On June 12, Morris Plains officially welcomed Scoop Station to town with a grand opening and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. If you haven't already, stop by their store at 674 Speedwell to say hi 
and grab a sweet treat in these final days of summer (and beyond)!

MPHSA Flamingo Fundraiser
Over the summer, the Municipal Building got 
"flocked" with lawn flamingos as part of their 
participation in a fundraiser run by the MPHSA. 
Morris Plains truly is the Community of Caring!

MP Recreation
Summer Theatre & Senior Luncheon
Congratulations to the cast & crew of Disney's Moana, Jr. 
on a fabulous summer production! 
Charlotte Cama
Julia Cama
Lauren Doss
Elizabeth Foldy
William Foldy
Makayla Grilo
Malayna Grilo
Abby Higgins
Caroline Higgins
Kayla Howe
Sibylle Ibazatene
Allyson McLoughlin

Cate McLoughlin
 Natalie Meredino
Tessa Molinare
Tessa Niznik
Eli Prater
Heather Sambrowski
Sophia Sick
Isabella Silvestri
Charlotte Traver
Marissa Tufaro
Sanjna Vel

Senior Picnic 
attendees enjoyed a 
preview of Moana, Jr.



Morris Plains School News
A Message from Superintendent of Schools, 
Mr. Mark R. Maire

We hope this message finds you well and you are enjoying the summer 
months. Looking back at the 2020-2021 school year, it was quite 
remarkable what we accomplished as a district. We were faced with 
a continuum of challenges. Through it all, our district demonstrated 
resilience, professionalism, and perseverance, helping to create a safe 
and positive learning experience for our students. I would like to thank 
the entire Morris Plains school community for your partnership and 
support throughout the year. 

In June, the Governor removed the option for students to select remote 
learning for the next school year. The expectation is for all students to 
return to in-person learning in September. Recently, Governor Murphy, 
in conjunction with the NJDOE, released “The Road Forward,” which 
contains guidance for school districts as they prepare for the 2021-2022 
school year. While we expect to receive further guidance in August, 
we believe we have enough information to continue with our previous 
plans, operating both schools on a normal, full-day schedule. We will 
maintain regular contact with the health official as we trek closer to 
September. In the meantime, we are planning for the following:

• Full-day, on-site instruction for all students.
• Class sizes will be reflective of pre-pandemic numbers.
• Classroom layouts will resemble pre-pandemic arrangement (i.e. 

tables, reading carpets, etc.)
• Students will once again move between classes. 
• Students will be socially distanced during lunches.

Over the summer, our custodial and maintenance crews are preparing 
buildings for the opening of schools, and summer cleaning is 
progressing nicely. Classrooms have been emptied, cleaned, and 
sanitized, and floors have been stripped, waxed and sealed. Our 
principals are finalizing student schedules and enhancing their plans to 
support a safe return to school for students and staff. Administration is 
coordinating summer programs for new staff and substitutes, drafting 
department and school-based goals, and working with staff to revise 
curriculum and schedule professional development opportunities. 
Additionally, the Business Office continues to process purchase orders.

Specific district goals for the 2021-2022 school year include:

• Refine instructional strategies and supervision practices to 
enhance student learning outcomes.

• Review/revise the curriculum to develop and integrate practices 
and opportunities to address social and emotional wellness, global 
awareness, cultural responsiveness, and diversity in our schools.

• Restore reserve accounts, and continue to explore and implement 
sustainable revenue generating source(s) and cost savings 
opportunities for the district.

• Continue modernizing the operations of our school buildings.
• Address the social and emotional needs of our students and staff:
• Implement Second Step, a social and emotional learning 

curriculum, for all students, K-8.
• Establish subcommittees from the district-based SEL Committee 

to lead the Code of Conduct revision project at both schools, with a 
concentration on restorative practices. 

• Expand the delivery of Fundations, a PreK-2nd grade phonics 
program, to third grade.

• Launch and maintain a new website and emergency notification 
system (School Messenger).

• Design a Professional Development Plan that addresses phonemic 
awareness (K-3), successful implementation of the new Into Math 
program (K-5), and diversity and cultural awareness.

As I articulated during the State of the District/2021-2022 Budget 
Presentation on April 27, 2021, we will continue to follow the 2019-
2020 transportation model for the upcoming school year, which 
eliminates courtesy bussing for families who reside under 2 miles from 
Borough and Mountain Way Schools. Prior to the 2020-2021 school 
year, district and board-level dialogue pertaining to the elimination 
of courtesy bussing was regularly transpiring. The main factors 
driving our decision were the rising costs of transportation, projected 
transportation provider change, and the current district-wide state 
of finances. Each year, difficult decisions must be made in order to 
balance our school budget. With the 2% budget cap in place, along 
with growing operational expenditures, unpredictable tuition costs, 
infrastructure needs, and limited state and federal aid, we project the 
budget challenges will continue. Although we creatively find ways to 
generate revenue, and work with legislators to address inequities with 
state funding, further action to control spending costs is necessary. 
Reducing our transportation routes will provide both short and long-
term savings, which can afford us the opportunity to sustain and 
enhance our educational programs. I recognize the inconvenience this 
may pose for some of our families, and this decision was not easily 
reached. However, it is our highest priority to preserve the integrity 
of our educational experiences for our young learners. Our principals 
will continue to work closely with the Morris Plains Police Department 
to evaluate our arrival and dismissal procedures, promoting a safe 
environment for school community members. 

MPSD STAFF RECOGNITION
At the June 8, 2021 Board Meeting, the Morris Plains School District 
recognized the accomplishments and milestones for the following staff 
members: 

Teachers of the Year: Pam Dise-Moran (ESL - Mt. Way)
   Debbie Drake (Math - Borough School)

Support Staff of the Year: Cristie Bruhn (Secretary - Mt. Way)
   Allison Mayhood (Nurse - Borough School)

Retirees:  Jane Hurley-Mead (Special Education - Borough School)
  Susan McKinlay (Spanish - Borough School)

The Morris Plains School District is proud of the outstanding staff 
that represent our district. It was an honor to recognize dedicated, 
student-centered, and passionate professionals, along with their 
family and friends. 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY SUPPORT
We are fortunate for the unwavering support and generosity from 
our school community organizations, including the Morris Plains 
Home and School Association (MPHSA), Education Foundation of 
Morris Plains (EFMP), Morris Plains Municipal Alliance Coalition 
(MPMAC), Morris Plains Basketball Association (MPBA), etc. Below are 
several examples of the contributions made by our school community 
organizations throughout the school year. Please consider becoming a 
member of these important organizations. 

MP Recreation
Summer Theatre & Senior Luncheon



The MPHSA donated PPE supplies to support a safe, in-person learning 
model. In addition, they conducted Book Fairs and donated bike racks at 
both schools. Likewise, they facilitated a Flamingo Fundraiser, sponsored 
a visiting author, and coordinated teacher appreciation luncheons. 

The Education Foundation of Morris Plains coordinated several 
fundraisers (Virtual 5K and Garden Tour) and supported numerous 
grants, including SEL-based comfortable corners stationed in both 
schools. Furthermore, they funded several pieces of broadcast studio 
equipment to enhance our daily morning broadcast at Borough School, 
and they purchased graduation lawn signs, which they delivered to 
every eighth grade student’s residence.

The MPMAC sponsored a virtual assembly for Borough School parents 
and families on “Resilience.”  They also sponsored a virtual cooking class 
for families and a Stage Fun class for students, generated informative 
newsletters, facilitated Odyssey of the Mind, and participated in 
community clean-up projects.

In addition to the support from the aforementioned organizations, 
the Morris Plains Education Association (MPEA) provided numerous 
programs and donations throughout the year to support our school 
community members. They sponsored a virtual Family Yoga program 
and cooking class, along with a live tour of Fosterfields for students, 
parents, and teachers. Additionally, they packed over 800 pounds of 
food for MPSD families, purchased and distributed educational supplies 
in “remote learning” kits, along with Art and Science materials, to 

every student and provided “emergency 
supply” kits for students in need. 

On July 10th, the Education Foundation 
of Morris Plains hosted their first 
Garden Tour fundraising event, which 
raised approximately $6K for the school 
district. Participants toured 10 lovely 
gardens in Morris Plains, most never 

before open to the public. The Board of Education would like to thank 
the EFMP, and all the volunteers and sponsors who supported the event. 
Their contributions to the Morris Plains School District are greatly 
appreciated, and we are grateful for their partnership. Please visit the 
EFMP website for a full list of sponsors. Proceeds will benefit innovation 
in education in the Morris Plains School District.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION (DEI) COMMITTEE
The mission of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, comprising 
parents, teachers, administration, and school support personnel, is to 
educate and expand the mindsets of the learning community in order 
to cultivate a culture that embraces diversity, inclusion and belonging, 
thereby creating a stronger and more caring society.

Highlights from the committee’s work are listed below:

• Established a strategic plan for the committee and conducted 
training sessions for committee members.

• Identified subcommittees and scheduled monthly meetings with 
targeted goals and objectives. 

• Distributed bookmarks to students containing reading collections 

that promote diversity. 
• Analyzed curriculum to infuse more diverse novels into core 

content areas.
• Created a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Facebook page. 
• Held an information table at the Farmer’s Market (scheduled to 

return in September). 
• Created "I AM" bulletin boards at both schools. Students wrote one 

word on a paper brick, representing how they see 
themselves and their uniqueness.

The committee is excited for the work that lies 
ahead, and we will continue to highlight our 
progress.

BASEBALL COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP
The 2021 Boys' Baseball Team was honored at a 
June Board of Education meeting for winning the 
GMCJSCA Group 1 Championship. Congratulations to Coach Fiore and 
the following players for a successful season, both on and off the field: 
Alonzo Aguayo, James Carlin, Arthur Conover, Tyler Garretson, Jack 
Hayes, Alex Kosiak, Jack MacMillan, Dalton Ochab, Matthew Osbourne, 
Shane Policano, Thomas Schwartz, and James Webber.

CONGRATULATIONS BOROUGH AND MHS GRADUATES
The MPSD congratulates the Borough School and Morristown High 
School students in the class of 2021. We are extremely proud of our 
successful alumni, and we wish all of our graduates much success. 

Congratulations to former Borough School graduate Natasha Dhar, who 
was named the 2021 MHS Valedictorian. 

SUMMER WISHES
I would like to thank the school community for entrusting us with your 
children each school day. We truly appreciate the tremendous support 
of the Morris Plains School Community, which values educational 
excellence. In addition, I am grateful for the efforts of our students, 
teachers and administrators in collaboration with parents. Together, 
we have established a vision of success for all students. We will remain 
committed to creating the very best possible learning environment in 
our classrooms, our schools, and in all that we do.

Please be sure to check our new website at www.mpsdk8.org for the 
latest district news and highlights.

On behalf of the Morris Plains School District, I extend best wishes for 
a safe, healthy and relaxing summer. 

All my best,

7

Mt. Way Principal Christine Lion-Bailey 
and Secretary Cristie Bruhn distribute 
balloons to our 2nd grade students during 
the 2nd grade “Clap-Out” event

Mountain Way students enjoying 
Field Day festivities

Borough School staff hosting a 
camping experience for students

Congratulations Class of 2021 graduates!







The Morris Minute Men swapped out
their emergency vehicles for some 

new wheels for the night! 

FAMILY
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FAMILYFAMILY
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MEMORIAL DAY
Photos: Dave Sullivan, Lindsey & Laurie Fu

PARADE & CEREMONY



Sunny greetings from the Morris Plains Library. 

We have started off our summer with Children’s Storytime on Saturdays starting at 
10:30 a.m. with Ms. Sydney. Weather permitting, storytime will be held outside on 
the front lawn. We have a few blankets laid out but feel free to bring your own. After 
storytime, we will have a craft or activity inside. Don’t forget to pick up your child’s 
summer reading log and earn a raffle ticket towards our summer prizes. 

For the adults this summer, we have plenty of new books on our shelves. We have 
also added new titles to our Book-on-CD collection. You can find both being 
displayed towards the front of the Library. Not sure what to read or looking for a new 
author? Just ask! We are always happy to help you find what you need and welcome 
suggestions to add to our ever growing collections.  

New to all patrons in Morris County is the MAIN App. You can now download the Mobile Library App which 
gives patrons access to the diverse shared collection of resources, plus a digital library card with linkable accounts, 
downloadable electronic resources, full-catalog searching with the ability to place holds, multi-language support, 
curbside pickup (at select locations) and more. Patrons can download the app from the Apple and Google Play App 
stores by searching “MAIN Libraries.” Once downloaded, the app will guide users through a one-time login, then take 
them directly to their local library environment from that point on. Our Tuesday and Thursday staff members are 
available if you need help setting up the App or Cloud Library, just stop on by with your smart device and we can walk 
you through the process. You can also call and set up an appointment for another day that works for you. 

Our study tables and computers are available for public use and masks are optional for both Patrons and Staff at this 
time. It’s been a joy to see more of our Patrons coming back to check out items and use all the resources we have 
available which include a new copier up front that can make both b&w and color copies, scan or print from USB as 
well as wireless printing from your smartphone, tablet or laptop. We have also upgraded our internet speed and range 
to encompass the entire building and our porch. Lastly, our Fall Shredding Event will take place Saturday October 16th 
from 9am-Noon.

From all of our Staff: Have a wonderful summer full of fun times, good friends and great books!

Sheila Jain
Library Director

Don't miss Storytime with 
Ms. Sydney on Saturdays

Mark your calendar for the MP 
Library’s next Paper Shredding 

Event – Saturday, October 16 from  
9 a.m - 12 p.m. Please Note: The 

cost is $6 for each box or bag to be 
shredded.

Paper Shredding
October 16th



 
 

For More Information:   
973-538-3455 

 
 
 
 

morrisplainsboro.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please check Borough Website : 
  morrisplainsboro.org  

for updates on Fall Recreation Programs 



Community Band Festival

MP Soccer Association
Upcoming Events
at Simons Park
Fall 2021 Opening Day 
Saturday, September 11th  

O'Neill's Play 4 the Cure 
Saturday, October 9th 
Details to come

www.morrisplainssports.com

Photos: Dave Sullivan

National Night Out at Arbor Terrace
On Tuesday August 3, a National 
Night Out Celebration was 
held at Arbor Terrace, at which 
a presentation was made to 
the the MP Police Department 
for all they do (accepted by 
Lt. Michael Rolph on behalf 
of the Dept). National Night 
Out is a community-building 
campaign that promotes police-
community partnerships and 
neighborhood camaraderie.

The Morris County Board of Elections 
recently installed an Official Election 
Ballot Box outside the main entrance 
of Borough Hall at 531 Speedwell 
Avenue. Morris Plains residents will 
now be able to drop off their ballots 
here in Morris Plains. Be sure to 
check the town website,  
www.morrisplainsboro.org, 
for updates regarding plans and 
procedures for the upcoming 
General Election in November.

New MP Ballot Box



 

Morris Plains Museum 
51 Jim Fear Drive, Morris Plains, New Jersey  07950 
973 - 683  -1089________ www.morrisplainsmuseum.com                                                                                             

MMOORRRRIISS  PPLLAAIINNSS  HHIISSTTOORRYY  
  

  
  

MMoorrrriiss  PPllaaiinnss  SSttuuddeennttss  CCiirrccaa  11991144  
TThheessee  ssttuuddeennttss  iinn  aa  ffeeww  yyeeaarrss  wwoouulldd  ffaaccee  bbootthh  tthhee  11991188  SSppaanniisshh  FFlluu  PPaannddeemmiicc  aanndd  WWoorrlldd  WWaarr  II..  

  
 

  
HHeelleenn  HH..  SScchhnnaacckk  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  

WWee  aarree  pplleeaasseedd  ttoo  aannnnoouunnccee  tthhaatt  MMoorrrriissttoowwnn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  22002211  GGrraadduuaattee  CCllaayyttoonn  EEmmggee  iiss  
tthhee  wwiinnnneerr  ooff  oouurr  $$22,,000000..0000  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp..  

___________________________________ 
 

Museum Reopening 
The museum will officially reopen to visitors on Saturday, September 18, 2021.  

The museum will continue to open on the third Saturday of each month. 
We will expand our hours when we have more volunteers. 

 
  

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS TO PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR TOWN! 
To help just call the museum and leave a message. The Morris Plains Museum Association fulfills our mission statement - to collect, 

preserve & exhibit information about the history of our town. 



A Message from
Morris Plains

Clean Communities

It’s not just a courtesy - 
it’s the law!

We hope you are enjoying the flower tubs along Speedwell Avenue. The plants are 
truly thriving this year. As always, we are so appreciative of the volunteers who help 
us maintain the tubs.

The club held two plant sales at the Farmer’s Market in June – both of which were 
very successful. Thanks to everyone who supported us.

In this issue, we would like to honor one of our long-time members - 

Pearl Law.  Did you know that a grand old oak tree located on the track side of 
Granniss and Mayfair is named after Pearl?

The story goes like this… Pearl has been an active member of the Morris Plains 
Community for over 50 years. She has and continues to participate in numerous 
community activities and committees, even at 93 years old. One of those activities 
was the Shade Tree Commission for the borough. According to those who work with 
her, Pearl decided to adopt this tree, making sure the tree was fertilized and pruned, 
if needed, every year. At some point, members started to call the oak “The Pearl Law 
Tree” and the name stuck.

The Garden Club knows of Pearl’s constant enthusiasm and work for the club, but 
her activism and eagerness to volunteer her time and energy are also well known 
to her church, the fire department and numerous other borough committees. WE 
would like to say a simple THANK YOU to Pearl.

After a year of Zoom meetings during pandemic restrictions, we are delighted 
to be meeting once again in person in September. If anyone would like to join 
the club, attend a meeting or has any questions, please log on to our website:  
www.morrisplainsasgc.org, and press the Get in Touch button.

Health Buzz: From the Board of Health

Natural Disasters, Severe Weather and COVID-19
As hurricane and severe weather season approaches, preparation 
may look a little different this year. Planning and preparing for 
hurricanes or other natural disasters may seem more stressful 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. With supply shortages and 
delivery delays, stocking up on supplies, medications and other 
emergency preparedness needs may take longer than usual. 
In order to avoid falling short on supplies, it is important to 
consider starting preparation early to be safe for potential 
future disasters. Here are some tips to help you prepare while 
staying safe this season:

• Home deliveries are the safest option when it comes to 
buying necessities or safety supplies.

• When checking on loved ones, neighbors or friends, 
maintain 6-feet physical distance to protect yourself 
and others.

• Pay attention to local news on the latest plans on 
evacuations and shelters. 

• In the event evacuation is needed, make sure to have 
an emergency “go-kit” handy. This kit filled with hand 
sanitizers, wipes, masks, water, etc. 

• Know how to turn off water, electricity and gas in case 
you need to evacuate. If you cannot evacuate, designate 
a place in the house to shelter during an emergency – 
rooms without windows are the best. 

*Dealing with disasters or emergencies can cause stress, 
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. It is important to 
understand how to cope during these troubling times. Visit 
Directory of Morris County Mental Health Services for more 
information on mental health services in Morris County. 
(https://www.morriscountynj.gov/Departments/Emergency-
Management/Mental-Health)

For more information, visit CDC's Natural Disasters, Severe 
Weather and COVID-19 page: https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/
covid-19/disasters_severe_weather_and_covid-19.html



Hi, Dahlings!

Please put your used disposable 
beverage cups, lids, and straws into 
the trash! They DO NOT belong in 
your curbside recycling receptacles 
or in the roll-offs at Reimer 
Recycling Center. Thanks for 
RECYCLING RIGHT in Morris Plains. 

Cheers, Glinda

"GLINDA GARBAHJ" GABS

Pictured: Examples of items that may
NOT be put in curbside recycling bins,
but must go in the trash instead.



SCOUT NEWS

In April, Two Troop 39 Scouts were able to complete their Eagle Scout projects, 
beautifying Parks in Morris Township and helping to keep Craig High School 
campus clean and recycling efforts efficient. First, Kevin Soutar of Morris 
Plains, completed his project by constructing wooden corrals in 3 key 
picnicking areas around the Craig High School campus. Each corral contains 
recycling and garbage containers, and helps keep them protected and secure 
for daily use. As a student of the school, Kevin is proud to give back to the 
institution that has given so much to him. 

Two weeks later, Carson Barone of Morris Township led the troop to construct 
wood bordered plant beds around park entrance signs, including Saunders 
Field, Hayward Playground, Ketch Road Field and La Rue Field. This project 
was particularly rewarding, since he had played little league baseball and 
other “Rec league” sports at these fields growing up. Troop 39 was excited to 
add Eagle number 93 and 94 to their roster that includes all the scouts that 
accomplished that which is required to receive the highest rank in scouting. 
Similarly, both boys are excited to see their project through to completion, 
after many hours of planning, fund raising and leading the scout staffed 
projects at the work-sites. Following the Scout Motto of “Be Prepared,” even 
when unplanned obstacles got in the way, the scouts were able to overcome 
them, course correct as necessary and complete each project within budget 
and on time, as approved by the council and local municipalities. 

The Boy Scouts of America will prepare every eligible youth in America to 
become a responsible, participating citizen and leader who is guided by the 
Scout Oath and Law. During the school year, Troop 39 meets weekly at the 
Presbyterian Church of Morris Plains to plan camping trips, community 
service events and learning required to earn rank advancements. For more 
information, visit www.troop39bsa.org.

Troop 39 Scouts at Craig HS campus. 
Kevin Soutar, 4th from left.

Troop 39 Scouts at La Rue Field, Morris Twp.
Carson Barone, 2nd from the right.

BSA Troop 39 Eagle Scout Project Enrich and 
Beautify Morris Community



BOROUGH OF MORRIS PLAINS
531 SPEEDWELL AVENUE
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

The deadline for the next issue of Plains Talk is October 15th, 2021. 
Please submit articles and pictures to plainstalknews@gmail.com.

(Pictured left to right)
Top Row:  Coach Susan Metzger (MP), Vivienne MacBain, Simone Metzger (MP), Katie Allison, Coach Kevin Carlin (MP)
Bottom Row:  Noelle Schilens, Mady Stavisky (MP), Lilah Ficuciello (MP), Kate Trabachino, Emily Rolph (MP), Nikki Carlin (MP)


