November 2021

Borough of Morris Plains | Quarterly Newsletter

PlainsTalk

Scenes from

Halloween
Mayor: Jason C. Karr
Art Bruhn

Sal Cortese

Council President: Cathie Kelly
Joan Goddard

Nancy Verga

Dennis Wagner

Mayor’s Corner
As we move further into fall and the holiday season, the Community
of Caring has continued our annual traditions which included the
Summer Concert series at Roberts Garden, the Farmers’ Market and
Community Band Festival. The Annual Block Dance was back this
year for the whole family to enjoy. Thank you to the vendors who
helped us have a spectacular evening, and to the Model Railroad
Club for opening up their display in the Freight Station for all to
appreciate. Again this year, we held the Annual 9/11 Memorial
Remembrance, which marked the 20th anniversary. Thank you to
Captain Richard Thornton for providing his inspirational account as
a NYC Ferry Captain that day for our residents and school children.
Halloween Window Painting resumed this year, and everyone was
very excited to see the students’ art work on local storefronts. The
Annual Halloween Parade and Bonfire were well-attended and
enjoyed by all. Garage Sale Days also returned with many families
participating. Thank you to the Recreation Department, Rotary Club
and all who helped make these many events so successful.
As we move forward to the end of year and holiday events, the
annual Menorah Lighting will take place on November 28th and the
Christmas Tree Lighting will be on December 5th.
Following is an update on a few items the Council and I have been
working on. An ordinance was passed to allow outdoor dining
for food establishments from April 1st to October 31st yearly, from
which both patrons and businesses will benefit. An Electric Vehicle
Charging Station was installed in the parking area on the Merchant
Block. Two spaces are designated for this charging station with a
limit of 2 hours which should provide vehicles with a full charge,
thus allowing for patrons to shop or dine at our businesses while
re-charging.
There has been a lot of progress at Uncle Giuseppe’s with hopes of
opening this December. Paving and driveway reconfiguration in the

parking lot is continuing. The American Road complex is moving
along nicely, and you will start to see activity at the M&M site on
Tabor Road. Woodham Korean BBQ will be opening soon in the old
Coco Pazzo building and Chopt will be opening in Kohl’s Shopping
Center as well. Please support our local downtown and all
businesses in Morris Plains. We are excited - if you have not heard
by now - that Cigna Insurance will be new tenants in Morris Plains,
occupying nearly 200,000 square feet of office space and employing
nearly 2,000 in the Honeywell office building. We anticipate Cigna
to move in summer of 2022. With this new tenant, Honeywell and
Global Aerospace; this office building will be 85% occupied. This is
a great accomplishment in times when so many office buildings are
remaining vacant.
We are anticipating the State to pave sections of Route 202 from
Academy Road to Route 53 as well as Route 53 from Route 202
towards Denville sometime this Fall.
On behalf of the governing body and Borough employees, I would
like to welcome our new employee, Nicole Saranita, to the Clerk’s
Office. Nicole has already proved to be an asset to the community,
staff and residents.
Congratulations to our newly promoted Morris Plains Police
Department Officers; Lieutenant Ryan McKay and Sergeant Robert
Guild. Good luck to you both! And to all members of our Police
Department, thank you for all you do to keep us safe at all times.
In closing, I wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season.
Happy New Year and continue to make memories the rest of this
year. Stay well and safe.
God Bless You and God Bless the USA.
Mayor Jason C. Karr
jkarr@morrisplainsboro.org

9/11 Memorial Ceremony

First Responders, Veterans, Borough Residents, Staff & Officials, and Borough School students
gathered together at the 9-11 Memorial to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the tragic
events of 9-11-01 at the World Trade Center. Capt. Richard Thornton was the guest speaker. A
Navy Veteran and a NY Ferry Boat Captain, Thornton told his story of the events of that day,
when his ferry boat made 20 trips across the Hudson to bring 8000+ citizens to safety. The US
Coast Guard made a call for any available boats in the area to assist. Thornton told of the fleet
of boats of various shapes and sizes that responded to offer help and rescue over 500,000 lives
that day. “Many ordinary people did extraordinary things,” coming together as Americans,
showing the best of humanity in the worst of times.

Morris Plains Museum
51 Jim Fear Drive, Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950
973 - 683 -1089________ www.morrisplainsmuseum.com

MORRIS PLAINS HISTORY
“The Milkman”

By 1912, milk was being delivered in Morris Plains by Mr. Gilchrist who used his
horse and buggy to make his daily rounds from his home at 18 Mountain Way.

A t th e p re se n t tim e th e m u se u m is o p e n e v e ry th ird S a tu rd a y o f th e m o n th
f r o m 1 0 a m u n t i l 1 p m . C o m e v i s i t t h e m u s e u m t o s e e o u r e x p a n d e d e x h i b i ts .
P le a se b e fu lly v a c c in a te d a n d w e a r y o u r m a sk .

We have received several interesting acquisitions to the museum.
1. A ticket to a Homer Davenport lecture.
2. Several ‘Maple Leaf' yearbooks (early editions of the Morristown High School yearbooks).
3. A letter written by a young Morris Plains girl at the end of World War II to her "future
grandchildren" describing events of VE Day (Victory in Europe) in Morris Plains.

We are happy to accept items that pertain to the history of our wonderful town.
WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS TO PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR TOWN!
To help just call the museum and leave a message. The Morris Plains Museum Association fulfills our
mission statement - to collect, preserve & exhibit information about the history of our town.

Senior Exercise with Jessica Battagliese
Thursday Mornings
10 AM to 11 AM
Multipurpose Room
Morris Plains Community Center
beginning October 21
No Fee for Morris Plains, Morris Township
Morristown Residents
Pre- Registration is required
Registration Form available at morrisplainsboro.org

Watercolor
with
Lauren Rudisill
returning this Fall
to the Community Center
details @
morrisplainsboro.org

With Diane Tartaglia
Returning to the Community Center
January, 2022
Join Zoom YOGA:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87155669031?
pwd=THpVQVMwVGpLVjIvaWpXTmdZdGg
5dz09
Meeting ID: 871 5566 9031
Passcode: Namaste

For More Information
973-538-3455

Save the date: February 25, 2022

Informative Flyers and Registration Forms:
morrisplainsboro.org

Morris Plains Residents

Morris Plains Residents

Adult Basketball

Young Adult Basketball

Wednesday Evenings
September—June

Thursday Evenings
September - June

Tuesday Evenings
September - June

8:30PM-10:00PM

8:30PM-10:00PM

8:30PM-10:00PM

Morris Plains Borough School

Morris Plains Borough School

Adult Soccer

Morris Plains Residents

Morris Plains Borough School

Health Buzz: From the Board of Health

Winter Safety

by Imge Uludogan

With cold temperatures and snow storms arriving sooner
than later, it is important to ensure that you and your
household members are prepared to stay healthy, safe
and warm this winter season. In order to do so, take these
precautions to prepare for emergencies inside and outside
of your home and vehicle:
•

•

Keep your home safe and warm by having your home’s
heating system serviced professionally to ensure that
it is clean, working properly, and ventilated to the
outside. Keep gas ventilation lines clear of snow. Install
a working smoke and Carbon Monoxide detector if
you do not have one already installed. The Carbon
Monoxide detector will alert you to the presence of the
deadly, odorless and colorless gas. Make sure to test
the batteries monthly and replace them twice a year.
Prepare your vehicle before cold weather arrives by
checking your tires’ tread or replace tires with all-

weather or snow tires if necessary. Keep your gas
tank full to avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines. Use a
wintertime formula in your windshield washer fluid
tank to improve winter driving visibility.
•

When preparing for weather-related emergencies
or power outages, stock up on shelf-stable foods that
require no cooking or refrigeration, such as canned
food and bottled water. Make sure containers are
stored in a clean and dry area. Keep an up-to-date
emergency kit with battery-operated devices, such
as a flashlight, a National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) weather radio, and lamps.
Also store extra batteries, a first-aid kit, and cat litter
or sand for icy walkways.

For more information about Winter Safety, please visit:
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/features/winterweather/index.
html

Service Announcement From

THE MORRIS PLAINS VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT
In the coming months, please be sure to not park your
vehicle on any piles of leaves in the roadway and to help
us to help you this winter by ‘adopting’ a fire hydrant.
When the snow comes and the plows clear the streets,
the fire hydrants are usually covered and hard to locate.
Also with Daylight Savings Time passing, don’t forget
to change the batteries in your smoke / carbon dioxide
detectors. Have a safe and happy holiday season!

DEER MANAGEMENT
To help make our program
successful, please stay out of all
park areas marked
with red culling
signs (pictured
here) in the early
morning and early
evening hours.
Thank you!

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM PUBLIC WORKS REGARDING SNOW REMOVAL
Plowing of Borough roads is difficult when vehicles park haphazardly on
both sides of the streets. This results in narrowed roadways that restrict all
traffic, but more importantly, this may restrict emergency vehicle access.
To help the Borough provide improved snow plowing service to you - the
residents - and unrestricted access for emergency vehicles, we request your
assistance in the following ways:
Prior to, and for the duration of ice and snow storms:
1. If possible, please park in your driveway during inclement weather.
2. If not, please park only along one side of the street.
3. On odd-numbered dates, please park on the side of the street with odd-numbered houses.
4. Likewise, on even-numbered dates, please park on the side of the street with even-numbering.
5. Please move vehicles to the appropriate side of the street by 9:00 am each morning.
6. Please do not park along the turnaround area of cul-de-sacs.
Non-compliance may result in issuance of a summons.

BSA Troop 39 Eagle Scout receives “Key to the City”

New Eagle Scout, Carson Barone receives the Key to Morris Plains, from Mayor Jason Karr
On September 25th, an Eagle Court of Honor was convened at the Morris Plains Community Center honoring Carson
Barone, the 93rd Scout to earn the rank of Eagle Scout. Special thanks is given to: Senator Anthony Bucco, Morris
Township Mayor Jeffrey Grayzel, Morris Plains Mayor Jason Karr and Borough Council members, as well as the
Morris Plains VFW. Many moving speeches were given, as well as awards presented, including a Key to the Borough of
Morris Plains, the Eagle Scout Trophy including Carson’s name inscribed, along with those of past Eagle Scouts and an
American Flag that was flown over the U.S. Capitol in his honor. With this accomplishment, Carson joins only 8% of
Scouts who ever attain this achievement. Carson thanked everyone for attending and said to the younger Scouts, “the
road to Eagle is a windy road, but never get off of it.” He continued by stating, “the leaders, myself included, will help
you get there because I believe in each one of you. There will be obstacles and challenging frustrations, but you are
capable and you can do it.”
For his Eagle Scout project, Carson led the troop to support the Morris Township Community parks. Specifically,
the project entailed constructing wood bordered plant beds around park entrance signs, including Saunders Field,
Hayward Playground, Ketch Road Field and La Rue Field. To Carson, this project was meaningful since he had played
Little League baseball and other “Rec league” sports at these fields growing up. Following the Scout Motto of “Be
Prepared,” even when unplanned obstacles got in the way, the Scouts were able to overcome them, course correct as
necessary and complete each park project within budget and on time, as
approved by the council and local municipalities.
The Boy Scouts of America will prepare every eligible youth in America
to become a responsible, participating citizen and leader who is guided
by the Scout Oath and Law. During the school year, Troop 39 meets
weekly at the Presbyterian Church of Morris Plains to plan camping
trips, community service events and learning required to earn rank
advancements. For more information, visit www.troop39bsa.org.
From left to right: Morris Plains Councilmember Nancy Verga,
Carson Barone, Morris Plains Councilmember Dennis Wagner,
Morris Plains Mayor Jason Karr, Morris Plains Council President
Cathie Kelly

Boroughʼs Bravest Project
Please take the time to watch for these
new banners placed along Speedwell
Avenue. The banners recognize
local veterans and service men and
women and the heroic sacrifices they
made for our country. The project
was spearheaded by Boro resident,
Nicholas Karr.

Morris Plains Police Department Promotions
Congratulations to our
dedicated police for their
recent promotions:
Pictured left: Ryan McKay
promoted to Lieutenant at
Oct 7 Council Meeting
Right: Robert Guild
promoted to Sergeant

ANIMAL LICENSING

2022 RABIES CLINIC

It is the responsibility of all pet
owners to obtain licenses for dogs
and cats in their care that are over
the age of 7 months old. Renewals
for previously licensed pets will be
mailed to residents by the end of
this year.

Saturday, January 8th
1:00 to 3:00 pm

The fee for spayed or neutered pets
is $16, and for non-altered animals
it is $19. Renewals must be received
by January 31, 2022 to avoid an
additional $25 late fee.
If you have any
questions, please
call the Borough
Clerk’s Office at
973-538-2224.

DPW Garage - 10 Borough Terrace
(Snow Date - January 15th)
In the Interest of SAFETY:
▶ ALL DOGS must be on a leash.
▶ ALL CATS must be in a carrier.
▶ ONE PET, PER PERSON allowed at a time.
Rabies Clinic Registration Forms will be available at
www.morrisplainsboro.org
and must be completed for each pet, in triplicate.
MP Resident Tips: Many pet owners tend to come early and
form a line which can lead to some waiting time outside in
the cold. Those who arrive after 2:00 pm typically have little
to no wait. Parking is available in Municipal Lot behind DPW
Garage (enter behind Arthur's).

SOLUTIONS TO STORMWATER POLLUTION
As a resident, business or other member of the New Jersey community, it is important to know these easy things
you can do every day to protect our water sources.
Limit Your Use of Fertilizers and Pesticides:
• Do not apply fertilizers when heavy rain is predicted.
• If you use fertilizers and pesticides, follow the instructions on the label on how to correctly apply them.
• Make sure you properly store or discard any unused portions.
• Consider using native or well-adapted vegetation that requires little to no fertilization.
• For more information on fertilizer use, identification and soil testing, contact the local agriculture service. A copy of the
Citizen's Guide to Pest Control and Pesticide Safety and other information on pesticide control and use can be found on the
Pesticide Control Program of New Jersey's website at www.pcpnj.org.
Properly Use and Dispose of Hazardous Products:
• Hazardous products include some household or commercial cleaning products, lawn & garden care products, motor oil,
antifreeze, paints, solvents, fluorescent lights, battery acid, engine cleaner, and degreasers.
• Do not pour any hazardous products down a storm drain because storm drains are usually connected to local water bodies,
and the water is not treated.
• Recycle used motor oil.
• Additional information on household hazardous wastes (including information on each county's hazardous waste collection
program) may be found at the Association of New Jersey Household Waste Coordinators website at:
www.njhazwaste.com/index.htm or by visiting www.mcmua.com
Don't Litter: Place litter in trash receptacles...and...Recycle, Recycle, Recycle!
Dispose of Yard Waste Properly: Keep leaves and grass out of storm drains.
Responsible Pet Care: PICK UP AFTER YOUR PET. Properly dispose of pet waste into the trash or toilet. Local ordinances prohibit
allowing pet waste to remain on private or public land.
When treating your pet and yard for fleas or ticks, check with your veterinarian for safe alternatives to chemicals. Never dispose
of flea dip liquid on the ground or in the storm drain. It should be considered 'household hazardous waste' and disposed of
accordingly (see above).
Do Not Feed Wildlife: Local ordinances prohibit feeding of wildlife such as geese, ducks, deer and feral cats. Such feeding can
result in water pollution from animal wastes.

multifaceted learning experience that maximizes each
student’s potential and empowers individual achievement.

Morris Plains School News
The Morris Plains School District was
excited to welcome back students and
staff for full-day, in-person learning
on September 9, 2021. Everyday operations in our schools
closely resemble pre-pandemic conditions. Teachers are
working exceptionally hard delivering meaningful lessons.
Our classrooms promote student engagement, with hands-on
learning opportunities. Likewise, athletics and co-curricular
programs are in full-swing. As always, the health and safety
of our students and staff remain paramount. Our school
nurses tirelessly devote their time to COVID mitigation and
management, while continuing to focus on the everyday, healthrelated needs of our school community.
At the start of the school year, we have implemented new
programs and initiatives across the district. They include the
following:
• Bi-weekly K-8 Second Step Curriculum lessons (Social and
Emotional Learning)
• Expansion of K-2 Fundations instruction to third grade
• Transition to Into Math for K-5 general education students
and K-8 for our special education students
• Development of a K-8 STEAM Curriculum
• Instituting an Emotional Support Classroom in Borough
School
We will continue addressing all students’ needs by facilitating
benchmark assessments, analyzing student data, and
implementing the appropriate programs.
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the entire school
community for your ongoing support and partnership. I am
incredibly fortunate to work in Morris Plains.
District Goals
As we strive to meet the needs of our students, staff, and school
community, we continuously work to improve our practices and
define our vision and direction. Our District Goals for the 20212022 school year, which are posted below, are centered around
providing meaningful professional development for staff,
conducting effective fiscal management practices, increasing
family and community involvement, and supporting the 20182023 Strategic Plan:
1. The Morris Plains School District will promote an environment
that prioritizes the health and safety of all members of the
school community.
2. The Morris Plains School District will continue to implement
activities outlined in the 2018-2023 Strategic Action Plan.
3. The Morris Plains School District will refine instructional
strategies and supervision practices to enhance student
learning outcomes.
4. The Morris Plains School District will promote social
and emotional wellness, global awareness, cultural
responsiveness and diversity in our schools, creating a

5. The Morris Plains School District will continue to explore
and implement sustainable revenue generating source(s)
and cost savings opportunities for the district, along with
replenishing capital and tuition reserve accounts.
Professional Development and Educational Programs
It is important that districts provide staff with the necessary
support and resources to successfully deliver meaningful and
personalized instruction, which is essential for student growth.
Our district’s Professional Development Plan for the 20212022 school year focuses on phonemic awareness, successful
implementation of the new math program, social and emotional
learning (including code of conduct revisions at both schools),
and diversity and cultural awareness. Staff members will work
with our specialists, administrators, and consultants to continue
enhancing their craft, equipping them with the tools and skills
to best support our young learners.
In addition, character education and wellness programs and
activities will be coordinated throughout the year, and districtwide Social and Emotional Learning and Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Committees will remain active to further enhance our
positive school culture.
MPPD Partnership
We greatly appreciate the ongoing support and collaboration
from the Morris Plains Police Department. We are excited to
announce that the LEAD program will return to Mountain Way
and Borough School, and police will increase their walk-through
presence in both school buildings this year. In addition, they
will patrol pedestrian traffic throughout the school community,
monitor the arrival and dismissal procedures at Mountain Way
and Borough School, and maintain zero tolerance for traffic
violations on school grounds.
Public Relations
Communication is an essential component to support the
partnership between a school community and their school
district. To enhance the home and school relationship, the
district will publish four newsletters throughout the 20212022 school year. The newsletters will be available on the
district website (www.mpsdk8.org). The district website,
which was revamped this summer, serves as a great resource
to learn more about our district. It contains access to school
websites, district resources, important news and events, links
to curriculum documents, etc.
School Community Organizations
The Morris Plains School District greatly appreciates the efforts
of our school community organizations; Home and School
Association (HSA), Education Foundation of Morris Plains (EFMP),
and Municipal Alliance. These organizations are comprised of
volunteers who work tirelessly to enhance our schools. This
includes dedicating time to raise funds to support instructional
programs, school-based events, and educational resources. Their
monthly meeting schedules are posted on their website. Please
continue to support these important organizations.
Board of Education
During the public portion of the September 28, 2021 Board
meeting, a retreat was held with members of the Morris
Plains Board of Education. During the retreat, board members

identified Board accomplishments, areas of focus, and Board
goals for the 2021-2022 school year, which are posted below:

credits, or 30 college credits, over 20 years of age, and enrolled
in a college program.

1. The Board will maintain strong partnerships with the
Morris Plains Education Association and school-community
organizations.

Please contact my Administrative Assistant, Karen Koster, at
kkoster@mpsdk8.org if you are interested. Additionally, please
check the Employment Opportunities page on our district
website for the latest staffing vacancies.

2. The Board will increase their attendance and participation
in school, district, and school-community events.
3. The Board will continue to support the implementation of
sustainable revenue generating source(s) and cost savings
measures for the district, and work in collaboration with
district administration to execute the Long Range Facility
Plan.
4. The Board will continue to foster effective and respectful
collaboration within the Board structure through cross
committee information exchange, committee member
rotation and open and transparent communication between
board members and administration.
Please check the district website to access any Board-related
information.
Employment Opportunities - Substitutes
The Morris Plains School District is desperately seeking
substitutes. Substitute candidates must have either 60 college

1

Emergency Notification
As we approach the winter season, we would like to remind
you of our weather delay/closing procedures. Besides posting
school closing information on the district website and on New
Jersey News Channel 12, our district uses School Messenger
for automated emergency notifications. This includes school
closing, delayed opening (120 minute delay), and early
dismissal information.
Please don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Twitter @
WeAreMPSD. In addition to posting important school activities
and headlines, our social media sites serve as a window into the
classrooms, showcasing best practices and student engagement.
Wishing our Morris Plains community members a very happy,
healthy, and safe upcoming Holiday Season!!!!
Best,
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Inside MPSD:

1.

3rd graders testing out instructional art videos.

5.

2.

Students enjoying the Sensory Kits donated by
the Education Foundation of Morris Plains.

Borough School students engaged in a game of
chess.

6.

3.

5th/6th grade percussion practicing their skills.

Mountain Way Art Teacher Susan Harrington
spreading messages of kindness.

4.

Future artist in Mountain Way School.

7.

Borough School vocalists participate in the
Morris Plains 9/11 remembrance ceremony.

Bonfire

Soccer Opening Day
Morris Plains Soccer welcomed
players (ages 3 through 4th grade)
back for the fall season with their
annual Opening Day parade and
celebration at Simons Park. Players
carried American flags to honor the
20th Anniversary of September 11th.
The National Anthem was sung by
Morris Plains Soccer alumna, Lily
Bauman. Residents can learn more
about the MP soccer program and
other local recreational youth sports
at morrisplainssports.com.

Play 4 the Cure
Thank you for supporting Morris
Plains Soccerʼs annual OʼNeillʼs
Play 4 the Cure event. Special
congratulations to our skills
competition winners! We are grateful
to our event sponsor, Lou Ann
Fellers, our raffle donors, and all our
participants for helping to raise over
$3,000 for the National Foundation
for Cancer Research. Together we will
Kick Cancer!

Happy Halloween!

Halloween Window Painting

Block Dance
The Annual Block Dance was
back this year and it felt great
to see everyone together
again on the Merchant Block.
Pictured: Kids (and adults!)
having a blast with the
bubble artist

Morristown American Little League Takes Home State Title
What a historic season it was for the Morristown Area
American Little League and Morris Plains Little League
(together, “MAALL”)! MAALL was founded in 1953 and
consists of boys and girls between the ages of 6-12 from
the east side of Route 202/Speedwell Avenue in Morristown
and from Morris Plains.
The 2021 summer season was the most successful in
MAALL history; the 11 year-old team finished with a 15-1
record, and went on to win the district, section AND New
Jersey state championships for the first time. The team
was represented by four kids and a head coach (Dan
Conway) from Morris Plains. The victory was the first state
championship in MAALL program history.
The 12 year-old “Majors Division” team won the District
1 championship (the first MAALL Majors champion
since 1995) and was the Section 1 runner-up. This age

group was the first in MAALL history to win two district
championships – at age 10 and 12 – and it also won the
Mendham tournament in 2018 at age 9.
The younger MAALL teams all had a strong representation
this summer as well. The 10 year-old team came in first
in pool play in its district tournament, and finished third
overall. The 9 year-old team won the Mendham tournament
with a perfect 10-0 record, outscoring opponents 10615. Lastly, the 8 year-old summer team (combined with
players from Morristown National Little League) won the
championship of the Par-Troy East tournament, also a first
for a MAALL team.
Information to register for the 2022 season can be found
early next year at www.maall.net and on its Facebook page.
Article by MAALL Board. Originally published on TAPintoMorristown.com

MPPD Lifesaving Awards
On June 14, 2021, at 9:28am, the Morris County Communications
Center received multiple 9-1-1 calls from the Honeywell
Corporation reporting an unconscious man. Telecommunicators
guided the bystanders in performing CPR. Morris Plains police
officers quickly arrived, began CPR, and applied an automated
external defibrillator (AED) to the victim. For their efforts,
multiple telecommmunicators, Morris Plains Police Officers: Sgt.
Robert Guild, Officer Dave Kosakowski, Officer Kelvin Preciado
and two citizens were recognized with lifesaving awards.

Top: The team and fans (Coach Conway kneeling
in front).
Bottom: MP players (L to R) - TJ Curnow,
Cameron Gabriel, Jake Conway and Max Webber

Community Band
Director Larry Ripley
and the Morris Plains
Community Band hosted
the North Jersey Composite
Band concert this past
August to pay homage to
the American tradition of
the "town band." Musicians
and conductors from bands
from throughout the region
participated in this special
program at Roberts Garden.

Photos by Dave Sullivan

Morris Plains Beautification
Committee Dresses Park for Fall

This year Watnong Park, off of Granniss, has a new
sign, planter and decorations for the fall season thanks
to the Morris Plains Beautification Committee, the
DPW and a small grant from Clean Communities.
Look for the holiday display later in the season!

The Community Band
also performed on
the Green at
Morristown's Fall Fest
this October.

All Seasons Garden Club
members were delighted to
attend their first in-person
meeting of the 2021-2022
calendar year on Sept. 22 at the
Community Center. Zoom saved
the day during the worst of the
pandemic, but what a treat to
see one another again!
Our year promises once again to offer informative presentations
and fun projects. For example, agenda programs include a
Floral Design demonstration; then there’s the intriguing Seed
Starting and Josephine - The Empress Gardener; the latter
program will discuss how Josephine’s (Napoleon Bonaparte’s
wife) legendary love of roses stopped a war and started a floral
industry that endures today.
All Seasons held two successful plant sales in October (photo),
which also included a Scentsy fundraiser. Thanks to all who
continue to support us.
If you would like to join our club, attend a meeting, or ask any
questions, please log on to our website (morrisplainsasgc.org)
and press the Get in Touch button.

Important Holiday Recycling Notice
2019 center
Recycling
Schedule
This year the recycling
will be closed
two Saturdays in

RECYCLING PICK-UP
WILL CONTINUE EVERY
TUESDAY IN 2022

a row - December 25th and January 1st. Please put your items
out at the curbside
on both December
28th and January
4th as
Borough
of Morris
Plains
curbside pick up will NOT be disrupted because of the holiday.
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The only acceptable plastic
containers at curbside pick up OR
the recycling center
are #1, #2 & #5 plastic
bottles/containers.

DO NOT INCLUDE THESE ITEMS IN
DO NOT PUT
INTO THE
RECYCLING
CURBSIDE
RECYCLING
BINSRECEPTACLE
No clay pots, window panes, mirrors,
glass vases, ceramics,
light bulbs,
Pyrex®

No spray pumps,
nozzles, straws

No plastic wrap or
shrink wrap

No plastics coded

No flower
pots or trays
No plastic bags
No
Styrofoam™
No batteries
No pizza boxes

No VHS/VCR tapes,
CDs/DVDs

No small
medicine bottles
and lids

No shredded
paper

No aerosol or
pressurized containers

No auto, paint,
gas containers
No propane tanks
No hoses

No hardcover books
No electronics

No clothing, shoes, flip
flops, textiles

None of the above
No insulated
box liners
No liquids w No garbage w No small plastic caps
No plastic items smaller than an 8-ounce yogurt
cup w No scrap metal w No cups
No pesticides w No oil or cleaners w No stickers/
address label sheet waste w No plant material
No food waste w No waxed cardboard or waxed
paper w No items that can be plugged in

No plastic bags

No metal
appliances, pots, pans

To recycle electronics or Household Hazardous
Waste, make an appointment at

WWW.MCMUA.COM
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Small Business

Shop Local!

Morris Plains congratulates and welcomes Abbyʼs Consulting Services (720 Speedwell Avenue) and
Sister Nails Salon (640 Speedwell Ave). Be sure to stop in and say hello!
Sister Nails Salon Grand Opening

Abby’s Consulting Services Grand Opening

Red Ribbon Week

Bergelt Opticians
Congratulations on
49 years of business and
looking forward to your
50th year celebration!
Morris Plains Shoes
Congratulations on
41 years in business!
Time For a Bagel
Congratulations on
25 years in business!

Students came to the October 21st Council
Meeting to share details of Borough Schoolʼs
2021 Drug Free Schools Celebration.
Left to right: Heather Sambrowski, Caroline
Goddard, Abby Higgins, Sanjna Vel, RJ OʼReilly

Milestones in
Morris Plains Business

Stop by to congratulate and thank these
community members for their longtime
business presence and success in the Borough!

The Borough Council will hold its

ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING
on Thursday, January 6, 2022 at 7:00 PM
in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building,
531 Speedwell Avenue. ALL are invited.

Morris Plains Rotary

Tree Dedication

Morris Plains Rotary Club members
gathered recently at Roberts
Garden to dedicate two tree
plantings in memory of Robert
“Bob” Dubee. Bobʼs family attended
the dedication of the Princeton
Elm Tree and the Dawn Redwood
Tree, as Bob was remembered for
his many years of devoted service
to the Borough as a fellow Rotarian
and as the Forester for the Shade
Tree Commission. The Dubee
Family owns Greenwood Lawn and
Tree Services.

Major Renovations to St. Paul's Church

Saint Paul’s Episcopal church was founded 100 years ago and services were originally held in individual homes and
in the old fire house. In 1927 the church was constructed at the corners of Hillview Rd and Mountain Way. Local
craftsmen used puddingstone obtained from a local quarry to build the walls topping the wall with white cement
“capstones” and a small bell tower and cross. Over the years, various repairs were undertaken to stop water leakage
and cracking of the capstones. As the problems continued, an architect and contractor that specialized in restoring this
kind of building were hired.
In May, the contractor started removing twenty-five tons of old cracked and broken capstones and bell tower. Each
capstone was remade and brought to the church where they were lifted and put in place by hand. The scaffolding
used for the job was removed recently and the building looks beautiful. Please take a walk by and admire this historic
Morris Plains structure. Church services are held at St Paul's on Sundays at 8:00 am and 10:00 am and all are welcome.
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CHABAD TORAH CENTER
invites you to the

MUSIC
&
DANCING

Visit the
model train
display

FREE OF CHARGE
Sponsorship Available
call Rabbi Benjaminson
973-906-0333

chabadtorahcenter@yahoo.com

MUSIC
&
DANCING

ANNUAL SANTA TOUR
The Morris Plains Fire Department
is bringing Santa to town! Watch
and listen for Santa to come to your
neighborhood
beginning at 11 am
on

Sunday,
December 19

Wednesday, December 22nd
7:00 pm
at the Presbyterian Church of Morris Plains
400 Speedwell Avenue
Admission is FREE* All are Welcome!
SINGERS NEEDED!

Would you like to join in the singing of
“The Hallelujah Chorus” at this concert? Contact
Larry Ripley at 973-998-1081 / larryripley@verizon.net for details.

This Concert will also be available via livestream on YouTube @ “PCMP”

Christmas Tree Sale
Sponsored by the VFW and
Morris Plains Fire Department
Mon-Fri, Noon - 8 pm;
Sat & Sun, 9 am - 8 pm
Beginning Sunday, November 28
Visit the VFW on Route 53
to purchase a beautiful
Christmas tree for the
holiday season!

CHRISTMAS
TREE LIGHTING
AND SANTA'S
ARRIVAL

Sunday, December 5
6:00 PM at the
Freight Station
(Merchant Block)

*Please check the Boro
website frequently
for updates and more
information about
upcoming events.*
morrisplainsboro.org
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BOROUGH OF MORRIS PLAINS
531 SPEEDWELL AVENUE
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

The Mayor and the Borough Council wish
to extend all of you our warmest wishes for
a wonderful holiday season.
May the New Year
bring prosperity, good health,
and happiness to all!

The deadline for the next issue of Plains Talk is January 14th, 2022.
Please submit articles and pictures to plainstalknews@gmail.com.

