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Mayorʼs Corner
As the weather turns warmer, we look forward to outdoor 
gatherings and activities with family and friends. 

Little League Opening Day ceremonies were held on April 
23rd, and baseball and softball games are now underway – with 
special thanks to the many volunteers and sponsors involved. 
The Municipal Alliance Committee has brought back many 
beneficial programs for youth and parents.

Our summer schedule is underway. The annual fireworks 
show and Family Day activities are scheduled for June 25, 2022. 
Upgrades are being made to the Community Park Pool facilities 
in anticipation of its season opening also scheduled for June 
25. We are looking forward to another successful Morris Plains 
Marlins Swim Team season. Summer Rec and Teen Center Camp 
planning are also underway. The Recreation Commission and 
Staff are working tirelessly to plan an enjoyable and fun summer 
experience for children of all ages this season. 

Outdoor dining commenced on April 1st and runs through 
October 31st, which allows restaurants the option to offer outside 
seating during warmer weather. Going forward, outdoor dining 
will now be a permanent fixture in the Borough as a result of 
the recent adoption of a new ordinance to accommodate this 
amenity. Our hope is that restaurants will take advantage of the 
opportunity for their patrons.

The turf field at Simons Park was upgraded with a new fence which 
will help to ensure safety for all who use the field. Thank you to 
the Morris United Soccer Association, Recreation Commission 
Chair Gerry Sittmann and Councilman Sal Cortese for seeing 
this project through. I am happy to report that a federal grant 
of $135,000 was secured to construct sidewalks along Route 53 
near Davenport Village and Foxwood Drive. The sidewalks will 
connect the two complexes and the Recycling Center and access 
paths to shopping, and will provide connection to our downtown 
and public transportation. In addition, a grant application was 
submitted to support upgrades to the Community Center for 
‘touchless’ access and restroom use.

The American on American Road and The Collection on Route 
53/Tabor Road developments are experiencing much activity. 
New residents are moving in, and we extend a “welcome” from 
the Community of Caring. The Kohl’s shopping center will 
soon see the addition of a City MD urgent care facility, where 
construction will be starting soon. It is exciting to see new 
construction throughout the Borough which will have such a 
positive impact on our Community.

I am happy to report that the Borough was awarded a $250,000 
grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation which 
will help support the paving of Sunrise Drive. Other summer 
paving projects will include Beaver Ridge Road, Coursen Way, 
Lakeview Drive, Oregon Trail, Rudden Lane, Schoolview Drive, 
Walsh Way and the Freight Station walkway. These road projects 
will be fully-funded, resulting in no debt for the Borough. The 
paving of Speedwell Avenue from Hanover Avenue to Academy 
Road will be completed by mid-May. As the year progresses, 
Route 53 to Route 10 will be paved by the NJDOT and the County 
of Morris.

In closing, I am pleased to report that the 2022 budget was 
adopted with a 1.63% decrease in the amount to be raised for 
support of the municipal budget which in turn, lowers our 
tax rate.  The 2022 municipal portion on an average home of 
$434,000 would therefore reflect a decrease of $43 from last 
year.  We are proud to keep our taxes low while maintaining the 
services and programs which continue to benefit all residents 
and businesses. 

My wish for all is that you stay well and enjoy the spring and 
summer seasons. I hope to see you around town while we 
patronize our local businesses.

God bless you and God bless America

Mayor Jason C. Karr
jkarr@morrisplainsboro.org



We had a very successful shredding event 
on April 2nd! Thank you to our volunteers 
and to all who participated.

Please take a look at our website 
morrisplainslibrary.org and Facebook 
page for updates. We hope to see you soon!

Brian Volkerʼs Central Jersey Lightning 
16u Showcase team has spent the last 
year running clinics with all age groups 
of the Morris Plains Little League 
Softball Program.  It's important to 
Coach Volker that his girls pass on their 
knowledge of softball and give back to 
the community that has helped them.

Central Jersey Lightning 
Teams Up with MP Little 
League Softball

Pictured left to right: Joanne Bates, Sheila Jain, Terry 
Zahovian, Art Bruhn, Al Florin at the Morris Plains 
Library's shredding event.

SAVE THE DATE * * * SATURDAY, JUNE 25TH

* * * Rain Date: JUNE 26TH * * * 

Watch the Boro website for details on the 
Fireworks and Family Day

Morris Plains Annual Fireworks

www.morrisplainsboro.org



Stage Fun 2022
What do you get when you cross an amazing book, a couple of pirates and a group of 
20 kids who have endless energy and a ton of talent? An evening of fun for the entire 
family, thanks to the The Morris Plains Municipal Alliance through a GCADA grant! 

Although the first line may sound like a joke, it was no joke how hard the 2022 Stage Fun 
cast worked! Over the course of seven weeks, these amazing kids ranging from 4th to 8th 
grade rehearsed songs, learned lines and practiced choreography for the “Magic Tree 
House - Pirates Past Noon” production. 

On the evening of March 11th, all of their dedication paid off as they performed to a 
nearly packed house at Borough School. It would not have been possible without the 
grant funding from the Morris Plains Municipal Alliance, the guidance of Director Joe 
Wohlgemuth and the musical talents of Matthew Pomel, Musical Director.

Amazing job everyone and we look forward to next year's performance!

Morris Plains Municipal Alliance Committee News





Morris Plains School News
A Message from Superintendent of Schools, 
Mr. Mark R. Maire

The arrival of spring means we have just a few months left to wrap up 
the school year. As we approach summer recess, I would like to thank 
the Morris Plains school community for your unwavering support and 
commitment to our schools. The past two years have been filled with 
unimaginable challenges, which we have proudly navigated together 
with a sense of purpose and determination. We are extremely fortunate 
to have dedicated staff members who have adapted and persevered to 
meet the needs of their students. 

Numerous end of year events have been planned at Borough School and 
Mountain Way, including transition activities for our second and eighth 
grade students, spring concerts, the Borough School drama production, 
field day activities, field trips, a second grade Dance residency, 5th 
grade LEAD graduation, etc. In addition, our co-curricular clubs and 
interscholastic spring sports teams are in full swing. Our schools are 
bustling with energy and enthusiasm.

2022-2023 Budget
The winter months were dedicated to generating next year’s budget. 
Much care and consideration were utilized while planning a budget 
that is fiscally responsible. The 2022-2023 preliminary school budget 
was approved at the March 24, 2022 board meeting, and the final budget 
was approved at the County Office shortly thereafter. Currently, all of 
the district’s needs for the next school year are incorporated into the 
final budget. This was a monumental task, considering the significant 
budget challenges and expenses that were incurred this school year. 
I would like to thank our Business Administrator, Ms. Cathy Jenisch, 
for effectively managing the budget process. Overall, we feel very 
confident that next year’s budget will afford us the opportunity to 
continue investing in staff development, sustain competitive class 
sizes, enrich our educational programs and resources, maintain our 
buildings and grounds, and continue our efforts to meet the needs of 
all of our student learners. 

Specific components of the budget include:

• Commitment to professional development
• Social and emotional resources (K-8)
• Expansion of English as a Second Language, Preschool, and Special 

Education programs
• Technology infrastructure upgrades
• Interactive Board replenishment project
• Beyond Difference and Peer Tutoring Clubs
• Sustain current transportation model
• Additional revenue sources
• General education and RISE program tuition students 
• Increase in School Choice seats (from 15 to 16)

The public hearing on the 2022-2023 budget was held on Tuesday, 
April 26, at 7:00 pm. MPSD administration facilitated a presentation 
addressing the state of the district. The presentation highlighted 
school and district accomplishments and identified next year’s goals, 
programs, and initiatives for Borough School and Mountain Way. The 
budget and State of the District presentation is available on the main 
page of our district website, www.mpsdk8.org.

Board of Education News
At the April 5, 2022 Board Meeting, the Board of Education approved 
the 2021-2022 revised school calendar, which is made available on the 
district website. The calendar was revised to reflect the use of snow days. 

The last day of school for students is Tuesday, June 21 and the last day 
for staff is Wednesday, June 22. Eighth grade graduation is scheduled 
for Monday, June 20 at 7:30 pm in the Borough School Auditorium.

School Community Support
We continue to receive generous contributions from our school 
community organizations. Throughout the school year, the MPEA 
sponsored numerous family programs, fundraisers, and outreach 
activities. In addition, they secured diversity, equity, and inclusion 
books for staff to access. We have also received generous support 
from the Morris Plains Municipal Alliance Committee (MPMAC) and 
Morris Plains Home and School Association (MPHSA), who hosted 
several meaningful programs for parents, guardians, and students. 
Throughout the school year, the Education Foundation of Morris Plains 
(EFMP) donated over $13K to the district to fund a second grade dance 
residency and support teacher/staff grants, impacting the Borough 
School Chess Club, Borough School STEAM Lab, Borough School Math 
Program, RISE program, and Mountain Way Star Lab. Additionally, 
Watnong VFW Post 3401 donated a cherry tree for each school in 
recognition of Arbor Day. 

The Morris Plains Board of Education would like to thank all of 
our school community organizations for their continued support 
throughout the school year. They have worked tirelessly to enhance the 
educational experience of our students. Their time and commitment 
to the Morris Plains School District are greatly appreciated. Please 
visit their websites to learn more about the wonderful work they do, 
including their amazing contributions to our district, and how you 
can get involved. In addition, the EFMP and the MPHSA are planning 
exciting fundraising events for this spring and next fall, so please check 
their respective websites for additional information. All proceeds are 
donated back to the district to support our schools. 

Retirements
Recently the Board of Education accepted, with regret, the 
retirements of Borough School Teacher Art Phillips and Mountain Way 
Paraprofessional Barbara Carton, effective June 30, 2022. The Morris 
Plains Board of Education would like to thank Mr. Phillips and Mrs. 
Carton for their years of service, commitment, and dedication to the 
students and families they have served throughout their tenure. They 
have contributed greatly to our school community, and they will be 
greatly missed. We wish them the very best as they begin the next 
chapter in their lives.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee - Parent Program
The Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee hosted a Parent Panel 
on Wednesday, April 6, 2022. Mr. Patrick Fennell, SEL/DEI consultant for 
the Morris Plains School District, moderated the event. The program, 
“Creating Connections Through Communication,” included panelists 
who shared their stories, providing a perspective to help create an 
open dialogue and awareness within our community. I would like to 
thank the three panelists, Mrs. Carrie Frank, Ms. Laura Bellias, and Mr. 
Connor Johnson, for participating in this interactive and informative 
program. The event was recorded, and it will be made available on the 
district website for folks to access.

I would like to thank the MPEA for providing refreshments, and the 
MPMAC for providing on-site childcare services. 

Working Together to Support the Whole Child
Through the strategic planning process, Social and Emotional Learning 
(SEL) was identified by district and community members as a critical 
area of need. SEL is a broad term, which includes skills such as grit 
and perseverance, relationships and social skills, responsible decision 
making and problem solving skills, as well as empathy. Throughout 
the school year, both schools have been implementing Second Step, a 
SEL-based curriculum, for our K-8 student learners. The curriculum 
includes lessons and activities promoting social and emotional 
wellness. In addition, the district-wide Social and Emotional Learning 
Committee has been working to develop a K-8 Code of Conduct, with a 
focus on restorative practices and school pride. The Code of Conduct 



will be implemented at the start of the 2022-2023 school year, and it 
will coincide with monthly character education themes, programs, and 
initiatives.

STEM for SUCCESS
In February, Ms. Schonmann, Borough School STEAM Teacher, 
submitted an entry in the New Jersey STEM Pathways Network’s 
“Your STEM Interest Sweepstakes.” The project was in recognition of 
NJ STEM Month, March 2022. Teachers and facilitators were asked to 
share students’ great work in STEM. Ms. Schonmann’s submission was 
selected as a winner, and her video was posted in the March NJ STEM 
Pathway Network digital publication. She also received $500 to support 
her classroom. Submissions represented more than 2000 New Jersey 
students and interested stakeholders.

County Champions
Congratulations to Coach 
Hendershot and the Borough 
School Girls' Basketball Team 
for winning the 2021-2022 
Morris County Basketball 
Championship! They played 
an amazing game, defeating 
a very good team. What a fit-
ting way to finish a tremen-
dously successful season.

Team members: Lauren D., Nawel L., Sara S., Addison E., Giuliana G., 
Caroline G., Camryn P., Tessa B., Riley C., Maggie F., and Madeleine S.

NJSLA Testing
Borough School will soon be conducting the NJSLA assessments in 
Language Arts Literacy, Mathematics, and Science. This state mandated 
assessment, formerly known as PARCC, tests students in grades three 
through eight. This year the testing window for Language Arts Literacy 
and Mathematics is scheduled for the week of May 16. NJSLA testing 
in Science will also run during the week of May 16 for students in 

grades five and eight. Traditionally, our students have outperformed 
their peers in standardized assessments at the state level across every 
grade level. We work hard as a district to focus on student achievement 
and growth through ongoing professional development, data analysis, 
implementation of student support services/programs, state of the art 
resources, and curricular programs that promote 21st century learning. 

Support for Ukraine
The Morris Plains School District supported an outreach program to 
provide relief for Ukrainians, collecting personal care items, first aid 
supplies, flashlights and batteries. Over 10 boxes of supplies were 
delivered to a church in Denville, where shipment to Ukraine was 
coordinated with the Ukrainian Center in Whippany. The district also 
participated in two Pajama Days for students and staff, which raised 
approximately $1300. The Morris Plains community’s generosity will 
have an impact on the lives of many Ukranians in need.

Do You Follow @WeAreMPSD?
If you don’t currently follow @WeAreMPSD on Twitter, please consider 
doing so. Our staff and administration tweet throughout the day, 
giving our followers a window into the classrooms and the learning 
experiences of the students.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire Morris 
Plains school community for their continued support of our vision 
and programs throughout this past school year. The success of our 
educational programs is directly related to the ongoing partnership 
between our staff, students, parents, Board of Education, and school 
community organizations. On behalf of the Morris Plains School 
District, I extend best wishes for a safe, healthy and relaxing close 
to the school year and upcoming summer. I look forward to working 
closely with all members of the school community as we continue our 
steady course towards excellence. 

Best,

Morris County Prosecutor’s Office 
Supervising Assistant Prosecutor 
Samantha DeNegri and Sergeant Patrick 
LaGuerre visited Borough School and 
led a presentation on bias issues, cyber 
harassment and making smart choices 
about social media.

Borough School students made cards for the Valentine's 4 Vets 
campaign. The Morris Plains Education Association purchased 
goodies to go with them.

Congratulations to our 8th grade Jr. Model UN Delegates, who had 
incredible success at a recent Model UN event. 

Congratulations to Ben for being 
named the 2021-2022 Borough 
School Spelling Bee Champion!

In March, Mountain Way School participated 
in National Global Play Day. Students had an 
opportunity to bring toys/games to school, and they 
spent the entire afternoon playing.  

MPSD students gathered & 
assembled boxes of supplies 
to send to Ukraine



The Easter Bunny visited Morris Plains on Sunday, April 10, hopping to several locations around town with the help of 
the MP Fire Department.  Pictured above: Easter Bunny and Egg Hunt at Mountain Way School. 

Mark Maire Receives
Key to Morris Plains
Mayor Karr recently presented a 
Key to MP to Morris Plains School 
District Superintendent Mark Maire, 
for his hard work and dedication. 

Thank you, Mark, for everything you 
do for our schools and community!



Mark Maire Receives
Key to Morris Plains

SCOUT NEWS
On February 27, 2022, Girl Scout Junior Troop 96845 
hosted the Girl Scouts Bi-Annual Pinewood Derby, in 
an effort to earn their Bronze Award from Girl Scouts of 
Northern NJ.

The Troop began planning for the event in the Fall of 
2021. Each troop  meeting was an opportunity to plan 
and prepare for the event. The girls first selected St. 
Hubert’s as a local charity to collect donations for, 
selected categories for awards, assembled car kits and 
pit passes for each participant. They divided up tasks to 
do on race day to help the event run smoothly. They also 
learned the official Girl Scout Flag Ceremony to open 
the event. Caroline Higgins, Junior Girl Scout, sang the 
National Anthem.

Over 60 Girl Scouts from the Morris Plains Girl Scout 
Service Unit participated in the Derby. Mayor Jason Karr 
joined the event and gave opening remarks. Awards 
were given for overall speed and by troop level. Awards 
for top 3 highest speeds went to Cadette Katie Treacy - 
1st Place (204 mph), Junior Kayla Kasch - 2nd place (203 
mph) and Brownie Kayla Reynolds - 3rd place (202 mph). 
Morris Plains Councilmembers Nancy Verga, Cathie 
Kelly and Dennis Wagner volunteered as judges to select 
category winners. Categories and winners include: Most 
Artistic - Valentina Mazur, Most Food Like - Addison 
Ochab, Most Sparkly/Bling - Emma Lyons, Most Colorful 
- Maya McKinlay, Best Holiday/Season Themed - Elle 
Goyeneche, Most Educational - Eve Nazarian, Most Girl 
Scout Themed - Maenah Chandy, Most Realistic - Gianna 
DelRusso, Best Craftsmanship - Kiera D'Anna, Most 
Imaginative - Lauren Doss, Most Movie Like - Amelia 
Schonmann. 

Through their efforts, the Troop collected a generous 
amount of donations for the St. Hubert’s Animal Shelter 
and planned a fun and exciting event for the Morris 
Plains Girl Scout Community.  

Congratulations to Troop 96845 members Chelsea Choi, 
Isla Petersen, Lily Campbell, Kayla Kasch, Valentina 
Mazur, Kaitlyn Shenloogian, Eve Nazarian, Ganriella 
DelRusso, Madison Fox, Caroline Higgins, Sofia Viola 
and Elle Goyeneche for earning their Bronze Award and 
to all the winners at the 2022 Girl Scout Pinewood Derby.



  
MMoorrrriiss  PPllaaiinnss  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  

SSuummmmeerr  CCaammpp    
  

““SSuuppeerr  KKiiddss  CCaammpp””      
JJuunnee  2277  ttoo  JJuullyy  2299      99  AAMM  --  NNoooonn    

EEaarrllyy  ddrroopp  ooffff  @@  88  AAMM!!                  
MMoorrrriiss  PPllaaiinnss  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeenntteerr  

GGrraaddeess  KK  --  55;;  FFaallll,,  22002222  
  

““TTeeeenn  CCaammpp””  
JJuunnee  2277  ttoo  JJuullyy  2299      99  AAMM  --  NNoooonn    

GGrraaddeess  66  --  99;;  FFaallll,,  22002222  

MMoorrrriiss  PPllaaiinnss  RReeccrreeaattiioonn    
SSuummmmeerr  EEnnhhaanncceemmeenntt  PPrrooggrraammss  ::  

  
  

Senior Picnic 
 

Save the Date! 
Morris Plains 

Community Center 
Thursday  ~  July 14th 

1PM  
Please join us! 

  
MMoorrrriiss  PPllaaiinnss  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  

SSuummmmeerr  CCoonncceerrtt  SSeerriieess  aatt    
RRoobbeerrttss  GGaarrddeenn    

  
JJuullyy  1100      MMoooonn  DDooggss    

                                      ((rraaiinn  ddaattee  JJuullyy    1111))  
  

JJuullyy  1177      LLoonnddoonn    CCaalllliinngg    
                                        ((rraaiinn  ddaattee    JJuullyy  1188))  

  
JJuullyy  2244      TThhee  KKoooottzz  BBaanndd  

                                          ((rraaiinn  ddaattee  JJuullyy  2255))  
  

JJuullyy  3311      GGeenneesssseeee  SSttiillllss  BBaanndd  
                                      ((rraaiinn  ddaattee  AAuugguusstt  77))  

  
BBrriinngg  aa  llaawwnn  cchhaaiirr!!  

  
CCoonncceerrttss  aarree  ffrroomm    66  PPMM    --    88  PPMM    

TThheeaattrree  WWoorrkksshhoopp,,  SScciieennccee  WWiizzaarrddss  ,,    
PPllaasstteerr  AAnniimmaall  SSccuullppttuurreess,,  CCrraaffttyy  KKiittcchheenn,,  

CChheeeerrlleeaaddiinngg,,  BBaasskkeettbbaallll  

NNeeww  tthhiiss  SSuummmmeerr  ::  
MMaakkiinngg  MMoovviieess  --  MMuussiicc  VViiddeeooss,,  SSttoopp  

MMoottiioonn  &&    SShhoorrtt  SSttoorryy  
GGiirrllss  LLaaccrroossssee  CCaammpp  

FFllaagg  FFoooottbbaallll  



    SSwwiimm  LLeessssoonnss  
SSiiggnn  uupp  aatt  tthhee  PPooooll    
bbeeggiinnnniinngg  JJuunnee  2277tthh  

PPooooll  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  rreeqquuiirreedd  
ffoorr  SSwwiimm  LLeessssoonnss  

CChheecckk  oouutt  oouurr  PPooooll  WWeebbssiittee!!      
KKeeeepp  uuppddaatteedd  oonn  wwhhaatt’’ss  nneeww  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  aass  wweellll  aass::  

PPooooll    mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  aanndd  bbooookklleett,,  cclloossiinngg  aannnnoouunncceemmeennttss  aanndd  eexxtteennddeedd  hhoouurrss,,    
FFrriiddaayy  nniigghhtt  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  eevveennttss,,  MMaarrlliinn’’ss  SSwwiimm  TTeeaamm  nneewwss  aanndd  ssoo  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!  

VViissiitt::      wwwwww..mmoorrrriissppllaaiinnssppooooll..ccoomm  

SSaavvee  tthhee  DDaattee!!  
  

SSppllaasshh  PPaarrttyy!!  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuullyy  99  

66::3300  PPMM  
  

JJooiinn  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  
nneeiigghhbboorrss  ffoorr  

aa  nniigghhtt  ooff  ffuunn,,  ffoooodd  &&  eenntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt 

 SSeenniioorr  AAqquuaassiizzee    
    

EEvveerryy  WWeeddnneessddaayy  iinn  JJuullyy    
BBeeggiinnnniinngg  JJuullyy  1166tthh  

NNoooonn  ttoo  11::0000  PPMM  
NNoo  FFeeee  

NNoo  pprree  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  rreeqquuiirreedd  
JJooiinn  iinn  tthhee  FFuunn!!  

FFrriiddaayy  NNiigghhtt  EEvveennttss!!  
CChheecckk  PPooooll  WWeebbssiittee  ffoorr      

FFrriiddaayy  NNiigghhtt  DDiinnnneerrss  &&  EEvveennttss  
FFrriiddaayy  nniigghhtt  eevveennttss  aarree  ffoorr    

PPooooll  MMeemmbbeerrss..        
PPooooll  MMeemmbbeerrss  aarree    

ppeerrmmiitttteedd  gguueessttss  pprroovviiddeedd  tthheeyy    
ppuurrcchhaassee  gguueesstt  ppaasssseess  aatt  tthhee  ggaattee 

JJooiinn  tthhee    
  MMaarrlliinnss  SSwwiimm  TTeeaamm!!  

ddeettaaiillss  @@  
mmoorrrriissppllaaiinnbboorroo..oorrgg  

mmoorrrriissppllaaiinnssppooooll..ccoomm 



 

Morris Plains Museum 
51 Jim Fear Drive, Morris Plains, New Jersey  07950 
973 - 683  -1089________ www.morrisplainsmuseum.com                                                                                             

  

  
  

OOUURR  TTOOWWNN--MMOORRRRIISS  PPLLAAIINNSS  
  

Miss Mary Julia Beers (1862-1955), was a 
young woman when she began her story 
of Morris Plains. She lived on what is now 
West Hanover Avenue. Julia’s History of  

 

Early Morris Plains tells us how our town 
grew from just a handful of settlers to 
become a thriving community at the turn 
of the twentieth century. There were no 
cars, no paved roads and everyone knew 
each other. From its beginnings as a 
glacial area lake, and then to the first 
settlers (the Pierson, Losey, Trowbridge 
and Raynor families) starting in 1685, our 
town continued to grow. Julia’s record is 
a treasure, detailing pertinent facts and 
anecdotes up to the time of our first 
mayor, D.M. Merchant, who had a 
grocery business that was a hub for the 
community. We are blessed to have 
Julia’s recollections of a by-gone era. A 
copy of the Julia Beers History of Early 
Morris Plains can be obtained at the 
Morris Plains Museum. 

  
  

AAtt  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ttiimmee  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm  iiss  ooppeenn  eevveerryy  tthhiirrdd  SSaattuurrddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ffrroomm  1100  aamm  uunnttiill  11  ppmm..  CCoommee  
vviissiitt  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm  ttoo  sseeee  oouurr  eexxppaannddeedd  eexxhhiibbiittss..  PPlleeaassee  bbee  ffuullllyy  vvaacccciinnaatteedd  aanndd  wweeaarr  yyoouurr  mmaasskk..  

  
 

We are happy to accept items that pertain to the history of our wonderful town. 
 

  

  

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS TO PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR TOWN! 
To help just call the museum and leave a message. The Morris Plains Museum Association fulfills our mission 

statement - to collect, preserve & exhibit information about the history of our town. 



Messages from
Morris Plains

Clean Communities

Welcoming spring, All Seasons’ members are busy preparing the tubs lining 
Speedwell Avenue for the annual flowers we plant and maintain all summer 
through October. Our flowers really thrived last year, and we’re hoping for 
similar results this year. We are always grateful to the many volunteers who 
help us plant, water, and weed a tub or two. If you would like to adopt-a-tub 
this year, please send an email to morrisplainsasgc@gmail.com

Be sure to stop by our All Seasons’ statue standing in front of Borough Hall. 
You’ll be greeted by flowering daffodil and crocus bulbs that Cub Scout Pack 
233 helped us plant in December, which should be in full bloom. Thanks 
again to all the Cub Scouts who helped with our planting project.

Club members are also preparing the raised beds for our ongoing Roots and 
Shoots program at Mountain Way School and the Morris Plains Co-op. We 
were honored to receive a $1,000 grant from Plant America, which we are 
using to expand the program and build a fourth bed at Mountain Way School.

Several club members attended a garden craft night in March, hosted by the 
Mt. Tabor garden club, where we saw demonstrations of india ink printing, 
quilling, and wool dying using plant-based dyes. We had fun meeting 
members of another club who share our love of gardening. As we plan our 
events for 2022/23 season, perhaps we’ll be able to create a similar program 
that we can share with all of you.

Our last meeting of the 2021/22 season included a presentation by Bob Crane 
“A Peek Inside – The Artist’s Garden.” Bob is a photojournalist who shared 
his personal journey of amazing photos of flowers, butterflies, and natural 
scenes that he blended with inspirational quotes and a cool jazz soundtrack.

If you would like to join our club, attend a meeting, or ask any questions, 
please log on to our website for a list of events – www.morrisplainsasgc.org 
– or email us at morrisplainsasgc@gmail.com. We’d love to hear from you – 
new members are always welcome.

The following streets are expected to 
undergo roadwork/improvements this 
summer: Sunrise Drive, Beaver Ridge 
Road, Coursen Way, Holiday Drive, 
Lakeview Drive, Oregon Trail, Rudden 
Lane, Schoolview Drive, Walsh Way and  
Freight Station Walkway.

Scheduled Road Work & 
Street Improvements

As of May 4th, the Recycling Center 
will no longer be accepting plastic 

bags. Local supermarkets will 
discontinue use of plastic bags. Please 
remember to have your reusable bags 

with you when shopping!



Health Buzz: From the Board of Health

Understanding Long COVID
A current emerging public health concern not yet fully 
understood is the long-term symptoms associated with 
COVID-19 also referred to as “Long COVID.”  Although 
many people with COVID-19 recover in a matter of 
weeks, some people continue to have symptoms months 
after being infected or may develop new or recurring 
symptoms at a later date. Even if the initial COVID 
infection was mild, both adults and children can still 
develop long COVID. “Long-haulers” is a term used to 
describe people who suffer from this illness, referred to 
as “long COVID.” According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), those with long COVID 
have a range of new or ongoing symptoms that can last 
up to weeks or months after they are infected with the 
virus that causes COVID-19 and can worsen with physical 
or mental activity. Some common symptoms of long 
Covid include:

• Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath

• Tiredness or fatigue

• Symptoms that worsen after physical or mental 
activities (also known as post-exertional malaise)

• Difficulty thinking or concentrating (sometimes 
referred to as “brain fog”)

• Cough

• Chest or stomach pain

• Headache

• Fast-beating or pounding heart (a.k.a. heart 
palpitations)

• Joint or muscle pain

• Numbness (with feelings of pins-and-needles)

• Diarrhea

• Sleep problems

• Fever

• Change in smell or taste

• Dizziness

Although it is not yet clear which types of medications 
or treatments can help relieve the effects of post-COVID 
conditions, managing the stress associated with a post-
COVID condition can help. Ways to help manage and 
cope with stress can consist of taking care of your body 
by exercising within toleration and getting plenty of 
sleep, taking breaks from watching, reading, or listening 
to news stories, including repeated information 
about the COVID-19 pandemic can be upsetting. Most 
importantly, connect with those you trust such as your 
primary care physician to discuss your concerns and 
how you are feeling.

by Imge Uludogan

To find a Post COVID Care Center near you, visit: https://www.survivorcorps.com/pccc-nj

For more information on long COVID, visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects/index.html

For additional information, visit: https://www.morriscountynj.gov/Departments/Public-Health

Gathering at The Reimer Recycling 
Center, in April, Mayor Karr, along 
with the Borough Council members,  
met with Congresswoman Mikie  
Sherill who had secured a Federal 
Grant that will be used to fund trails 
near the Foxwood Condominiums 
and Davenport Village. Mayor Karr 
accepted the ceremonial check 
from Congresswoman Sherill in 
the amount of $136,330.00 for the 
Borough of Morris Plains. 

Federal Grant for
Community Projects



The State of New Jersey has been honored by 
the naming of the US Navy's upcoming attack 
submarine after our state: The USS New Jersey 
(SSN 796). A meeting was held  at Watnong 
VFW Post 3401 on Saturday March 19th to 
welcome the Commissioning Committee, 
who were presenting information of the USS 
New Jersey to The United States Submarine 
Veterans. Council Member Cathie Kelly was 
there to represent the Borough.

The USS New Jersey is scheduled to be delivered to the 
US Navy in 2023.

Left to right: Pete Engelman (Member of the 
USS New Jersey Commissioning Committee), 
Cathie Kelly (Morris Plains Borough Council 
Member), Dave Davis, Jr (Commander, 
United States Submarine Veterans, New 
Jersey North Base)

Not pictured: Stephen Hutton, Chairman of 
the Commissioning Committee and John 
Koehr, Member of the Committee.

USS New Jersey

Hunter Parrillo, oldest grandson of Hollie and Buck 
Parrillo, is a player on the North Jersey Kings Ice 
Hockey team. The team got the opportunity to 
represent the state of NJ at the National Youth Tier 
II-14 & Under Nationals held in Kalamazoo, Michigan 
March 31 - April 4.  The Kings beat their competition 
from Ohio, Minnesota, 
Colorado and Florida to 
progress to the National 
playoff game against 
the Allegheny Badgers 
of Pennsylvania.  Hunter 
and his teammates 
played an awesome 
game coming out on top 
with a 7-6 victory to win 
the USA Hockey National 
Championship 2022.

Morris Plains 
congratulates Hunter 
and the whole Parrillo 
family!

Fall Soccer Registration Open May 22
Register before June 1 for the early bird discount!

•     PreK Clinic (Ages 3 - Kindergarten)

      8-week clinic run by professional trainers 

•     1st - 4th Grade Rec League

    8-10 week season with volunteer coaches  

Registration ends July 31st

Sign up at morrisplainssports.com

Local Hockey Player Wins 
National Championship

First Operation Takeback of 2022
In conjunction with the Morris County Prosecutor's Office and 
Sheriff's Office, the Morris Plains Police Dept--sponsored drug 
takeback was held in April at the Morris Plains Stop and Shop.   
The event yielded a collection of 206 pounds of unused and expired 
prescription and over-the-counter medications, which will be 
destroyed and disposed of safely and responsibly.



BOROUGH OF MORRIS PLAINS
531 SPEEDWELL AVENUE
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

The deadline for the next issue of Plains Talk is July 15th, 2022. 
Please submit articles and pictures to plainstalknews@gmail.com.
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