BOROUGH OF MORRIS PLAINS

BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

Appointed by Mayor Karr:

Joan Goddard
jgoddard@morrisplainsboro.org

Nancy Verga
nverga@morrisplainsboro.org

Dennis Wagner
dmwagner@morrisplainsboro.org

NEW BUSINESS OPENINGS 2020-2022

Alphagraphics Cryoport Systems AE Fitness

Leyendas de Mexico Monroy Design Florist

Rand Realty Morris Plaza Pharmacy COMING SOON!
ScooP Station . Tokyo R.amen Noodle Autodidact Brewing
Abby's Consulting Svcs Uncle Giuseppes City MD

Sisters Nail Salon Sephora at Kohl's Kiori Japanese Kitchen
Chopt Creative Salad Plaza Café & Diner BE Office Furniture
Crumbl Cookie Mind Body Dynamics F45 Eitness

Evernorth Woodam Korean BBQ

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MISSION

To develop partnerships and foster an environment that will create a thriving
downtown, and a strong business economy in the Borough of Morris Plains.

KEY STRATEGIES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Supported by the Mayor and full Council

1) Develop a framework to welcome businesses

e Created the first-ever plan to support a vibrant downtown based on the Main
Street America concept used in successful downtowns across the U.S. View the
plan on the Borough website at https://morrisplainsboro.org/business-
development-committee

¢ Revised Minor Site Plan ordinance to support streamlined zoning approvals



https://morrisplainsboro.org/business-development-committee
https://morrisplainsboro.org/business-development-committee

Supported a permanent outdoor dining ordinance and distributed info to business
owners

Initiated a project to review permitted uses in all business zones and introduce
modern uses that will encourage experiential retail, breweries, co-working spaces
and other moderns uses to open in the Borough — with the @Autodidact Brewery
schedule to open on Route 10 this year!

Implemented shared parking permits for small business employees

Maintain vacancy data to share with potential business owners

2) Build relationships

3)

4)

Communicate with small business owners to hear concerns, offer support, share
info about small business loans, grants, and relevant ordinance changes
Network with realtors and property owners to discuss available space

Reached out to small business owners directly about opening up shop in Morris
Plains

Partner with Morris County Economic Development Corporation, Morris County
Chamber of Commerce, NJ Business Action Committee, Boonton Main Street to
work toward our goals

Engaged residents to join an advisory committee to research and develop a non-
profit entity that can fundraise and organize downtown events and promotions

Make improvements

Identified property maintenance concerns and worked with zoning officer to
encourage “spruce ups”

Designed and purchased new decorative banners for “Community of Caring” and
“Shop, Dine, Play”

Replaced rusted trash receptacles with new and added containers the length of
Speedwell Avenue

Promote Morris Plains

Created the first-ever business directory on the Borough website at
https://morrisplainsboro.org/business-directory

Launched the first-ever Small Business Saturday Event to promote holiday
shopping

Shared holiday sale flyers in the Borough weekly email

Recruited the first microbrewery to Morris Plains, currently under construction at
1745 Rt. 10

Developed tips for business owners to create uniqgue Small Business Saturday
promotions

Drafted “Small Business Resources” page for the Borough website

Drafted a one-page fact sheet “Morris Plains — a Great Place to do Business”
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