
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. _9-2025 

 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE PARTIAL AMENDMENT OF 

CHAPTER 11, ARTICLE 2, SECTION 11-16, OF THE "REVISED 

ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF MORRIS PLAINS, NEW JERSEY, 

1972” TO REQUIRE MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING UNITS TO OBTAIN 

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE FOR SMOKE-SENSITIVE DEVICES. 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 11, Article 2, Section 11-16 of the Borough Code of the Borough of Morris 

Plains requires owners of one- or two-family residential properties to obtain a certificate for 

compliance with installed smoke-sensitive devices; and 

 

 WHEREAS, new multi-unit residential structures have been constructed within the Borough of Morris 

Plains; and  

 

 WHEREAS, currently, there is no Borough requirement for inspections or obtaining of certificates 

for smoke-sensitive devices, carbon-monoxide detectors, or fire extinguishers in single units within 

multi-unit residential structures; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Morris Plains has determined that it is in the 

public interest to amend Chapter 11, Article 2, Section 11-16 of the Borough Code to require multi-

unit residential structures to install a smoke-sensitive device, have it inspected on five year cycle and 

to obtain an inspection and certificate from the Bureau of Fire Prevention within the Morris Plains Fire 

Department. 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Morris Plains, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, they being the Governing Body thereof, as 

follows: 

 

Section 1: 

 

 Section 16(a) of Chapter 11 Article 2 entitled SMOKE SENSITIVE DEVICES, INSPECTION AND 

CERTIFICATE REQUIRED is hereby amended, supplemented, and revised by deleting the following: 

The owner of any one or two-family residential building shall be required to obtain from 

the Bureau of Fire Prevention within the Morris Plains Fire Department an inspection and 

a certificate evidencing compliance with the smoke sensitive alarm device requirements of 

N.J.S.A. 52:27D-198.1 et seq. prior to any sale, lease or change of occupancy of the 

premises. 

 

 

 And inserting the following in its place and stead: 

 

The owner of any one- or two-family residential structure shall be required to obtain from 

the Bureau of Fire Prevention within the Morris Plains Fire Department an inspection and 

certificate evidencing compliance with the smoke-sensitive alarm device requirements, 

carbon monoxide detection alarming device, and fire extinguisher regulations.  Inspection 

requirements fall under N.J.S.A. 52:27D-198.1 / N.J.S.A. 52:27D-133.3 / N.J.A.C. 5:70-

2.3 et seq. prior to any sale, lease or change of occupancy of the premise. 

 

Section 2: 

 

 Section 16(b) of Chapter 11 Article 2 entitled SMOKE SENSITIVE DEVICES, INSPECTION AND 

CERTIFICATE REQUIRED is hereby amended, supplemented and revised by deleting the following: 

The owner of any one- or two-family residential building shall be required to obtain from 

the Bureau of Fire Prevention within the Morris Plains Fire Department an inspection and 

a certificate evidencing compliance with the carbon monoxide sensor device requirements 

of N.J.S.A. 52:27D-133.3 et seq. prior to any sale, lease or change of occupancy of the 

premises. 

 

 And inserting the following in its place and stead: 

 

The owner of any multi-unit residential structure shall be required to obtain from the 

Bureau of Fire Prevention within the Morris Plains Fire Department an inspection and 

certificate evidencing compliance with the smoke-sensitive alarm device requirements, 

carbon monoxide detection alarming device, and fire extinguisher regulations.  Inspection 

requirements fall under N.J.S.A. 52:27D-198.1 / N.J.S.A. 52:27D-133.3 / N.J.A.C. 5:70-



 

 

2.3 / N.J.A.C.52:27D-202 et seq. prior to any sale, lease, or change of occupancy of the 

premises. 

 

Section 3: 

 

 Section 16 of Chapter 11 Article 2, entitled SMOKE SENSITIVE DEVICES, INSPECTION AND 

CERTIFICATE REQUIRED, is hereby amended and supplemented by inserting the following: 

 

(c) The owner of any multi-unit residential structures shall be required to obtain from the Bureau of 

Fire Prevention within the Morris Plains Fire Department a life safety inspection and certificate on all 

units.  This inspection cycle will occur every 5 years to ensure that all life safety devices are properly 

maintained.  The Fire Prevention Bureau will determine the schedule of each location. All inspections 

will be subject to any and all inspection fees.  This inspection will coincide with state-level housing or 

multi-family dwelling inspection. Inspection requirements fall under N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.3 / 

N.J.A.C.52:27D-202. 

Section 4: 

 

 Section 16 of Chapter 11 Article 2, entitled SMOKE SENSITIVE DEVICES, INSPECTION AND 

CERTIFICATE REQUIRED, is hereby amended and supplemented by inserting the following: 

 

An owner who sells, leases, rents, or otherwise permits to be occupied for residential purposes any 

premises subject to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 52:27D-198 et seq. when the premises do not comply 

with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 52:27D-198.1(1) or without complying with the inspection and 

certification requirements of N.J.S.A. 52:27D-198.2(2) shall be subject to a fine of not more than 

$500.00 in the case of violation for an alarm device, or a fine of not more than $100.00 in the case of 

a violation for a portable fire extinguisher, which may be collected and enforced by the local 

enforcement agency by summary proceedings pursuant to the ”Penalty Enforcement Law” N.J.S.A. 

2A:58-10 et seq. 

 

Section 5: 

 

 All other provisions of the aforesaid Ordinance shall be unaffected and are hereby continued. 

 

Section 6: 

 

 All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such 

inconsistency. 
 

Section 7: 

 

 If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in any Court of competent 

jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or provisions of this Ordinance, except so far 

as the section or provision so declared invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion 

thereof.  

 

Section 8: 

 

 This Ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2026 after final passage and publication as provided by 

law. 

 

 

Introduced:  July 18, 2025 

Adopted:     August 21, 2025 

 

/s/ Jason C. Karr  

 
 


