
 

 

 
    ORDINANCE NO. 9-2026 

 AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE PARTIAL AMENDMENT OF 

CHAPTER 22A OF THE "REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

MORRIS PLAINS, NEW JERSEY, 1972” ENTITLED “MINIBIKES, 

MOTORIZED BICYCLES, AND MOTORCYCLES” BY ADDING 

ELECTRIC SCOOTER AND ELECTRIC BICYCLE OPERATION, 

PARKING, AND BATTERY SAFETY REGULATIONS. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Morris Plains (the “Borough”) has experienced an increase in the use of 

electric scooters and electric bicycles on its public streets, sidewalks, paths, parks, and places of public 

business and recreation; and 

WHEREAS, the Morris Plains Police Department has received traffic complaints related to the unsafe 

operation of electric scooters and bicycles throughout the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the use of electric scooters and bicycles in heavily trafficked areas has significantly 

increased the risk of serious injury to those who utilize such devices, especially juvenile riders, as well 

as pedestrians and other motorists navigating the sidewalks and roadways in the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor of New Jersey signed S4834/A6235 into law on January 13, 2026, 

substantially amending the regulation of electric bicycles in New Jersey, including new vehicle 

classifications, registration, licensing, insurance, and helmet requirements effective July 19, 2026, 

which supersede prior classifications and which must be reflected in local ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has a compelling interest in protecting the safety of its residents from fire 

hazards associated with lithium-ion batteries used to power electric bicycles, electric scooters, and 

other powered mobility devices, consistent with the approach adopted by neighboring municipalities; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Morris Plains Chief of Police, in coordination with the Mayor and Borough Council, 

has publicly announced a community safety initiative focused on promoting safe and responsible e-

bike and e-scooter riding throughout the Borough, emphasizing prevention of injury, parental 

engagement, and education as primary goals alongside enforcement; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council, pursuant to its general police powers under N.J.S.A. 40:48-1, et 

seq., is authorized to adopt legislation to regulate activities to protect the general health, welfare, and 

safety of the public within the Borough. 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Morris Plains, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, they being the Governing Body thereof, as 

follows: 

 

Section 2 

 

Chapter 22A of the Borough Code entitled “Minibikes, Motorized Bicycles, and Motorcycles” is 

hereby amended and supplemented to read in its entirety, as follows: 

22A-1. Definitions. 

For purposes of this Chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings. Where a term is 

defined in N.J.S.A. 39:1-1 or by any other applicable New Jersey statute or regulation, that statutory 

definition shall control unless a more restrictive definition is provided herein. 

 

Electric Motorized Bicycle (E-Moto). A bicycle or scooter-type device powered by an electric motor 

that is capable of propelling the device at speeds in excess of 28 miles per hour on a flat surface. This 

category includes, without limitation, devices marketed under the names Surron, Talaria, or similar 

products marketed as electric dirt bikes or electric motocross bikes. An Electric Motorized Bicycle is 

subject to all laws and regulations applicable to motor vehicles in the State of New Jersey and requires 

a valid Class D driver’s license or motorcycle endorsement, motor vehicle registration, and motor 

vehicle liability insurance. 

 

Electric Scooter (Low-Speed Electric Scooter). A scooter with a floorboard that can be stood upon 

by the operator, with handlebars, and an electric motor capable of propelling the device with or without 

human propulsion at a maximum speed of less than 19 miles per hour, as defined in N.J.S.A. 39:1-1. 

Electric scooters are not subject to the requirements of N.J. S4834/A6235. Motorized skateboards, 

hoverboards, and similar devices are excluded from this definition and are governed by Section 22A-

4(N). 

 



 

 

Low-Speed Electric Bicycle. A two-wheeled bicycle with fully operable pedals and an electric motor 

of less than 750 watts, where the motor provides assistance only while the rider is pedaling and ceases 

to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches a speed of 20 miles per hour. A low-speed electric 

bicycle has no throttle capability. This category replaces the former “Class 1 low-speed electric 

bicycle” classification. A low-speed electric bicycle requires MVC registration, an e-bike license or 

valid driver’s license, and liability insurance. 

 

Motorized Bicycle. A pedal bicycle with an electric motor that is throttle-capable of propelling the 

bicycle at assisted speeds up to 28 miles per hour on a flat surface. This category includes devices 

formerly classified as Class 2 and Class 3 low-speed electric bicycles. A motorized bicycle is also 

commonly referred to as a “moped.” A motorized bicycle requires MVC registration, an e-bike license 

or valid driver’s license, and liability insurance. 

 

Lithium-Ion Battery. A storage battery in which an electrical current is generated by lithium-ions 

embedded in a carbon graphite or nickel metal-oxide substrate placed in a high-viscosity carbonate 

mixture or gelled polymer electrolyte, as used to power any Powered Mobility Device. 

Powered Mobility Device. Battery-powered transportation devices, including but not limited to low-

speed electric bicycles, motorized bicycles, electric motorized bicycles, electric scooters, and other 

similarly powered mobility devices. 

 

Second-Use Lithium-Ion Battery. A lithium-ion battery that has been assembled, repurposed, 

reconditioned, or renewed using cells removed from used batteries. 

 

Unregulated Lithium-Ion Battery. A lithium-ion battery in a powered mobility device that is not 

listed and labeled by a nationally recognized testing laboratory to the applicable standard: UL 2849 

for complete electric bicycle electrical systems (battery, motor, controller, charger, and wiring); UL 

2272 for electric scooter electrical systems; or UL 2271 for lithium-ion battery packs sold as 

replacement parts. A battery bearing only a generic “UL Mark” without the applicable standard 

designation does not satisfy this definition. Counterfeit UL labels are a documented risk in the e-bike 

market; genuine certifications may be verified at productiq.ulprospector.com. 

 

22A-2. Rights and Duties of Operators. 

Every person riding an electric scooter or electric bicycle upon a roadway or other area subject to the 

Borough’s jurisdiction shall be granted all the rights and shall be subject to all the duties applicable to 

the driver of a vehicle by the laws of this state and the traffic provisions of this Code applicable to the 

driver of a vehicle, except as to special regulations in this Article and except as to those provisions of 

laws and ordinances which by their nature are inapplicable to such persons. 

22A-3. State Law Compliance Required. 

No person shall operate a low-speed electric bicycle, motorized bicycle, or electric motorized bicycle 

within the Borough of Morris Plains unless that person is in full compliance with all requirements of 

N.J. S4834/A6235 and any implementing regulations promulgated by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle 

Commission, including but not limited to: 

• Minimum operator age of 15 years. 

• Possession of a valid New Jersey e-bike license, valid driver’s license, or e-bike permit, as 

applicable to the device class. 

• Valid NJMVC registration of the device. 

• Valid liability insurance coverage for the device, as required by applicable state law. Operators 

shall carry proof of insurance while operating any electric bicycle within the Borough and shall 

produce such proof upon demand by a law enforcement officer. 

Note on insurance availability: Dedicated e-bike liability insurance policies compliant with S4834 are 

available from specialty carriers including Velosurance and VOOM Insurance, with annual premiums 

typically ranging from $75 to $200. Standard homeowners and auto policies do not satisfy the state-

mandated minimums of $35,000 bodily injury per person / $70,000 per accident / $25,000 property 

damage. The Borough recommends that riders contact their insurance agent or visit the NJMVC 

website for carrier information before July 19, 2026. 

 

No person shall operate an electric motorized bicycle on any public road, sidewalk, path, park, or other 

property within the Borough unless such person possesses a valid New Jersey Class D driver’s license 

or motorcycle endorsement and the device is registered and insured as a motor vehicle pursuant to all 

applicable New Jersey motor vehicle laws. 

 



 

 

 

22A-4. Electric Scooter and Electric Bicycle Regulations. 

A. Obedience to Traffic Control Devices. 

• Any person operating an electric scooter or electric bicycle shall obey the instructions of all 

official traffic control signs, signals, and other control devices applicable to vehicles, unless otherwise 

directed by a police officer. 

• Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating that a turning movement is restricted, no 

person operating an electric scooter or electric bicycle shall disobey the direction of any such sign, 

except where that person dismounts from the device to make the turn, in which event such person shall 

obey the regulations applicable to pedestrians. 

• No person shall ride or operate an electric scooter or electric bicycle in any direction except 

that permitted by vehicular traffic traveling on the same side of the roadway. 

• Any person operating an electric scooter or electric bicycle shall stop for pedestrians in 

crosswalks. 

 

B. Riding on Roadways and Bicycle Paths. 

• Every person operating an electric scooter or electric bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as near 

to the right-hand side of the roadway as practicable, exercising due care when passing a standing 

vehicle or a vehicle proceeding in the same direction, unless an exclusive bicycle lane is provided. 

• Persons riding electric scooters or electric bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than 

two (2) abreast except on paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. 

• Groups of two (2) or more electric scooter or electric bicycle operators must ride in single file 

unless the volume of vehicles and traffic conditions safely allow for side-by-side operation. 

• Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a roadway, any person operating an electric 

scooter or electric bicycle upon the roadway at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic moving in 

the same direction shall ride within the bicycle lane, except when: (a) overtaking or passing another 

device or pedestrian within the lane; (b) preparing for a turn at an intersection or into a private road or 

driveway; or (c) avoiding debris or other hazardous conditions. 

 

C. Helmet Requirements. 

Helmet requirements are tiered by device classification as follows: 

Tier 1 — Low-Speed Electric Bicycles (pedal-assist only, motor ceases at 20 mph): 

• All operators and passengers under the age of 17 shall wear a properly fitted and fastened 

helmet conforming to the standards of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) or the Snell 

Memorial Foundation. Adult riders are encouraged but not required by this ordinance to wear helmets; 

however, the Borough notes that NJMVC recommends helmets for all e-bike riders regardless of age. 

 

Tier 2 — Motorized Bicycles (throttle-capable, assisted speeds up to 28 mph): 

• ALL operators and passengers, regardless of age, shall wear a properly fitted and fastened 

helmet. Helmets shall conform to ANSI or Snell Memorial Foundation standards at minimum, or shall 

be a NJDOT-approved helmet as required under New Jersey law for motorized bicycle operators. A 

standard bicycle helmet satisfying ANSI or Snell standards shall be deemed sufficient for this category. 

 

Tier 3 — Electric Motorized Bicycles (E-Motos, motor capable of exceeding 28 mph): 

• ALL operators and passengers, regardless of age, shall wear a DOT-approved motorcycle 

helmet meeting Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 218 (FMVSS 218), bearing a DOT 

certification label, and equipped with a secure chin strap. A standard bicycle helmet does not satisfy 

this requirement. Failure to wear a compliant helmet on an electric motorized bicycle constitutes a 

violation of this Chapter, in addition to any violation of applicable state motor vehicle law. 

 

Electric Scooters: 

• All operators and passengers age 16 and under shall wear a properly fitted and fastened helmet 

conforming to ANSI or Snell Memorial Foundation standards, consistent with the applicable state 

framework for electric scooters under N.J.S.A. 39:4-14.16. The Borough encourages, but does not 

mandate, helmet use by adult electric scooter riders. 

 

D. Speed Restrictions. 

• No person shall operate an electric scooter or low-speed electric bicycle at a speed greater than 

is reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing, and in no event at a speed exceeding 20 

miles per hour anywhere in the Borough. 

• No person shall operate a motorized bicycle at a speed exceeding 28 miles per hour on any 

Borough road, or at any speed exceeding what is reasonable and prudent under existing conditions. 



 

 

• The Borough Council may, by resolution, designate specific areas of the Borough as Reduced 

Speed Zones for electric bicycles and electric scooters, within which the maximum speed for such 

devices shall be as posted but in no event greater than 15 miles per hour. Reduced Speed Zones for 

electric bicycles and electric scooters are operating restrictions on those device classes and are 

independent of and in addition to the posted motor vehicle speed limits applicable to the same roadway 

or area. A roadway with a posted motor vehicle speed limit of 35 miles per hour may simultaneously 

be designated a Reduced Speed Zone for electric bicycles and electric scooters at a lower posted limit. 

Such zones may include, without limitation, school zones, the business district, park pathways, and 

any area the Council determines presents heightened pedestrian safety concerns. Reduced Speed Zone 

designations shall be posted by signage. 

 

D-1. Operating Hours 

• No person under the age of 18 shall operate an electric bicycle or electric scooter within the 

Borough of Morris Plains a half-hour after sunset through a half-hour before sunrise. 

 

E. Manner of Riding. 

• No electric scooter or electric bicycle shall carry more persons at one time than the number 

for which it is designed and equipped. 

• A person propelling an electric bicycle or electric scooter shall not ride other than astride a 

permanent and regular seat attached thereto, if applicable. 

• No person operating an electric scooter or electric bicycle shall carry any package, bundle, or 

article that prevents the user from keeping both hands upon the handlebars. 

• No person riding upon an electric scooter or electric bicycle shall attach the same or their 

person to any other vehicle upon the roadway. 

• No person shall operate an electric scooter or electric bicycle while wearing more than one 

earphone. The use of a wireless telephone or electronic communication device while operating a 

moving electric scooter or electric bicycle on a public road or sidewalk shall be unlawful, except when 

using a hands-free device, provided that its placement does not interfere with operation and the 

operator exercises a high degree of caution. 

 

F. Sidewalk and Pedestrian Area Restrictions. 

• No person over the age of 17 shall ride an electric scooter or electric bicycle upon any 

pedestrian walkway, path, or sidewalk within the Borough of Morris Plains. 

• No person, regardless of age, shall use, operate, or ride any electric bicycle or electric scooter 

on any public sidewalk or other public property, or on any private property to which the public is 

invited, within the business zones of the Borough of Morris Plains. For purposes of this section, 

“business zones” means zones designated as B-1, B-2, B-3, C-1, and I on the Zoning Map of the 

Borough of Morris Plains. 

• Any person traveling with an electric scooter or electric bicycle shall dismount before entering 

any prohibited area and shall walk the device along the sidewalk. 

• No person shall start or stop riding an electric scooter or electric bicycle on a pedestrian 

walkway, path, or sidewalk. 

• This section does not apply to wheelchairs, motorized wheelchairs, and four-wheel assistive 

mobility scooters used by persons with disabilities. 

 

G. Borough-Owned Property and Parks. 

• Operation of electric bicycles and electric scooters on Borough-owned property, including 

parks, recreational areas, and municipal facilities, is limited to paved surfaces only. Operation on 

unpaved paths, natural-surface trails, grass areas, athletic fields, or any non-paved surface on Borough-

owned property is prohibited. This is consistent with N.J. S4834/A6235, which prohibits operation of 

electric bicycles on trails designated for non-motorized traffic with natural surface treads unless 

permitted by the local government. 

• Electric bicycles and electric scooters shall be operated at a reduced, pedestrian-safe speed on 

all Borough-owned paved surfaces, and shall yield the right-of-way at all times to pedestrians and non-

motorized users on shared paths. 

• Electric bicycle and electric scooter parking areas shall be established at Borough-owned 

properties. Riders shall use designated parking areas and shall not leave devices blocking pathways, 

entrances, or emergency access routes. 

• The Borough Council may, by resolution, designate specific paved paths on Borough property 

as open to electric bicycle or electric scooter operation, or may restrict operation from specific paved 

areas where safety conditions warrant. The use of any vehicle referenced in this Chapter shall be 

prohibited on any recreational surface, field, court or turf area in the borough. The Borough Council 

may also designate any Borough-owned area as a No-Ride Zone, which shall be posted with signage. 

 



 

 

H. Parking. 

• No person shall park an electric scooter or electric bicycle upon a street other than upon the 

roadway against the curb, in a designated parking area, or upon the sidewalk in a rack or against a 

building in such a manner as to afford the least obstruction to pedestrian traffic. 

• No electric bicycle or electric scooter shall be left unattended or parked on any sidewalk or 

roadway in a manner that obstructs the safe passage of pedestrians or vehicular traffic. 

• Operation of electric bicycles or electric scooters on private property or business property 

where a sign exists prohibiting such operation shall constitute a violation of this Chapter. 

 

I. Lighting and Equipment Requirements. 

• Electric scooters and electric bicycles operated during non-daylight hours shall be equipped 

with a front-facing white, yellow, or amber light and a rear-facing red light, each visible from a 

distance of at least 500 feet. 

• Electric scooters and electric bicycles shall be equipped with a brake enabling the operator to 

make the braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement. 

• Electric scooters and electric bicycles shall be equipped with a bell or other audible signal for 

the purposes of alerting pedestrians and other road users. 

• Electric scooters and electric bicycles shall not be equipped with any siren or whistle. 

• Electric scooters and electric bicycles shall be equipped with a kickstand to prevent toppling 

when parked. 

 

J. Yielding and Right-of-Way. 

• Every person operating an electric scooter or electric bicycle on a bike path that is about to 

enter or cross a roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all traffic on such roadway. 

• The operator of an electric scooter or electric bicycle emerging from an alleyway, driveway, 

or building shall yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians or bicyclists on the sidewalk area, and upon 

entering the roadway, shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles. 

 

K. Commercial Use. 

• A person who delivers packages, parcels, food, or other articles using an electric scooter or 

electric bicycle on behalf of a business, and is compensated for doing so, shall be deemed to be using 

the device for commercial purposes for all purposes of this Chapter. 

• No business or entity operating within or making deliveries into the Borough of Morris Plains 

using more than two (2) electric bicycles or electric scooters simultaneously for commercial purposes 

shall do so unless that business or entity has first registered with the Morris Plains Police Department, 

commencing January 1, 2027. Registration shall be renewed annually at a fee in accordance with the 

Borough’s fee ordinance and shall include: the legal name and contact information of the business; the 

name and contact information of a compliance designee; the number and types of devices deployed; 

and certification that all operators have been informed of the requirements of this Chapter and 

applicable state law. The Clerk’s Office shall maintain a registry of registered commercial operators 

and may make such registry available to the public. 

• Every person operating an electric scooter or electric bicycle for commercial purposes within 

the Borough shall carry, while operating, documentation identifying the name and contact information 

of their employing business or entity and shall produce such documentation upon demand by a law 

enforcement officer. Failure to produce such documentation shall constitute a violation of this Chapter. 

• No person shall use an electric motorized bicycle (e-moto) for commercial delivery purposes 

within the Borough of Morris Plains unless that person holds a valid New Jersey Class D driver’s 

license or motorcycle endorsement and the device is fully registered and insured as a motor vehicle. 

The use of an electric motorized bicycle for commercial delivery in violation of this provision shall 

subject both the operator and the employing business to the penalties set forth in Section 22A-9. 

• Electric scooters or electric bicycles used for commercial purposes shall not be stored, loaded, 

or unloaded on any public sidewalk, right-of-way, or roadway in a manner that blocks or encumbers 

the safe passage of pedestrians or other vehicles. No commercial operator shall park or stage more 

than two (2) devices simultaneously at any single curbside location. 

• The business or entity employing any person using an electric scooter or electric bicycle for 

commercial purposes shall be jointly and severally liable for that person’s compliance with all 

provisions of this Chapter and shall be subject to the same fines and penalties as the individual 

operator. 

 

L. Motorized Scooters, Hoverboards, and Similar Devices. 

• Motorized skateboards, hoverboards, pocket bikes, mini-motorcycles, and similar motorized 

devices (collectively “motorized scooters” as defined under New Jersey law) are prohibited from 

operation on all public roads, sidewalks, and public lands within the Borough of Morris Plains, except 

on private property with the consent of the owner, consistent with New Jersey state law. 



 

 

 

M. Electric Motorized Bicycles (E-Motos). 

• No person shall operate an electric motorized bicycle on any public road, sidewalk, path, park, 

or other property within the Borough unless such person possesses a valid New Jersey Class D driver’s 

license or motorcycle endorsement, and the device is registered and insured as a motor vehicle pursuant 

to all applicable New Jersey motor vehicle laws. 

• Electric motorized bicycles shall not be operated on sidewalks, bicycle paths, or any path 

designated for non-motorized traffic. 

• The Police Department shall have authority to seize and impound any electric motorized 

bicycle operated in violation of this section. 

 

N. State Law Compliance. 

• All operators of electric scooters and electric bicycles shall, before riding, review applicable 

state law (N.J.S.A. 39:1-1 et seq., as amended) and this Chapter governing electric scooter and electric 

bicycle use. 

• Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to authorize the operation of any electric bicycle or 

electric scooter in a manner inconsistent with the laws of the State of New Jersey. 

22A-5. Lithium-Ion Battery — Sale and Storage. 

A. Prohibition on Second-Use Batteries. 

• It shall be unlawful for any person or business within the Borough of Morris Plains to 

assemble, recondition, sell, or offer for sale a lithium-ion battery for use in a powered mobility device 

that uses cells removed from used storage batteries. 

 

B. Prohibition on Unregulated Batteries. 

• The sale of batteries for powered mobility devices, including electric bicycles and electric 

scooters, is prohibited unless such batteries have been certified by a nationally recognized testing 

laboratory to the applicable standard: (a) UL 2849 for complete e-bike electrical systems; (b) UL 2272 

for e-scooter electrical systems; (c) UL 2271 for replacement battery packs sold separately. A generic 

“UL Mark” without the specific standard designation does not satisfy this requirement. This 

requirement is adopted as a local enhancement under N.J.S.A. 40:48-1, consistent with the 2024 

International Fire Code (not yet adopted by New Jersey), and exceeds the currently applicable NJ 

Uniform Fire Code (N.J.A.C. 5:70, adopting the 2018 IFC) which does not specify UL standards for 

micro mobility devices. 

• Retail stores and specialized bike retailers shall be prohibited from maintaining any 

unregulated lithium-ion batteries within their inventory within the Borough. 

• The Borough of Morris Plains hereby adopts NFPA 855 (2023 Edition), Standard for the 

Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems, as a local fire safety standard applicable to the 

storage and charging of lithium-ion batteries in all retail establishments subject to this Article, in 

addition to any requirements of the NJ Uniform Fire Code. This adoption is enacted as a stricter local 

standard pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-1 and exceeds the minimum requirements of the currently 

operative NJ Uniform Fire Code (N.J.A.C. 5:70-3.1, adopting the 2018 International Fire Code). All 

retail stores and specialized bike retailers shall comply with NFPA 855 (2023) as it applies to their 

operations. 

• All retail stores and specialized bike retailers shall maintain on-site, and make available upon 

demand by the Borough Fire Prevention Bureau, documentation confirming the UL certification of 

each powered mobility device and replacement battery in their inventory. Certification documentation 

shall identify the specific UL standard (UL 2849, UL 2272, or UL 2271 as applicable) and the 

certifying laboratory. Retailers may verify genuine UL certifications at productiq.ulprospector.com. 

The display, offer for sale, or possession of inventory bearing a counterfeit or falsified UL certification 

label shall constitute a separate violation of this Chapter subject to the penalties of Section 22A-9. 

 

C. Retail Store Restrictions 

• Retail stores shall be prohibited from selling any powered mobility device or replacement 

lithium-ion battery that has not been listed and labeled by a nationally recognized testing laboratory. 

• The total inventoried stock of all powered mobility devices stored within a retail store within 

the Borough shall not exceed 50 devices at any given time. 

• Retail stores shall only display one uncharged model of any powered mobility device at any 

time. Display device batteries shall remain in original packaging and be stored in a secured area 

complying with all safety requirements of this Article. 

• All powered mobility devices must be sold in an uncharged state, in original packaging. 

 

D. Specialized Bike Retailer Requirements. 



 

 

• Specialized bike retailers (bike shops) shall install a fire-resistant metal storage cabinet of 

sufficient size to hold all e-bike batteries in stock. The cabinet shall have self-closing, self-latching 

doors with flame-arresting vents. 

• All lithium-ion batteries stored in a specialized bike retailer shall be stored in the fire-resistant 

cabinet at all times, except when being charged for delivery to customers. 

• Specialized bike retailers are prohibited from charging any lithium-ion batteries while stored 

inside the fire-resistant storage cabinet. Batteries may only be charged immediately prior to delivery 

to the customer. 

• Specialized bike retailers shall install and maintain a monitored fire alarm system complying 

with NFPA 72 as adopted under the NJ Uniform Fire Code (N.J.A.C. 5:70). Note: Fire Marshal Shay 

should confirm the current operative edition of NFPA 72 under the NJUFC with the NJ DCA Division 

of Fire Safety before the ordinance is introduced. The system shall utilize detection technology 

appropriate to the hazard per NFPA 855 (2023) Section 10.4, which may include: (a) a listed smoke 

detection system; (b) a listed thermal-image detection system; or (c) a listed radiant-energy detection 

system. If the building is more than one story or of a mixed-use occupancy, the monitored fire alarm 

system shall extend into all common areas and the basement. 

• Specialized bike retailers shall be inspected by the Borough Fire Prevention Bureau at least 

once every three (3) months. 

• All lithium-ion batteries for powered mobility devices held in the inventory of any retail store 

or specialized bike retailer within the Borough shall be stored at a state of charge (SOC) not exceeding 

fifty percent (50%) of rated capacity at any time, except when batteries are being charged immediately 

prior to delivery to a customer as permitted under Section 22A-6(A). This requirement is consistent 

with NFPA 855 (2026 draft) and FM Global Data Sheet 8-1 best practices for minimizing thermal 

runaway risk in stored battery inventories 

22A-6. Lithium-Ion Battery — Charging Restrictions. 

A. Commercial Charging. 

• Lithium-ion batteries shall be charged within a specialized bike retailer on a wheeled metal 

cart with a quick-disconnect function from a wall outlet. A surge-proof power strip may be secured to 

the cart to accommodate charging of additional batteries. 

• Specialized bike retailers shall maintain in the immediate vicinity of the charging station at 

least one of the following: a thirty-two-gallon galvanized pail half-filled with water, an eight-foot-by-

eight-foot fireproof blanket, or a “Cell Block” lithium-ion battery containment tank. 

• At least one Class A, B, C fire extinguisher shall be mounted within easy reach of the charging 

station. 

 

B. Prohibition on Overnight and Unattended Charging. 

• Overnight and/or unattended charging of any lithium-ion battery for a powered mobility 

device is prohibited in all commercial and retail establishments within the Borough. 

 

C. Residential Charging and Storage Restrictions. 

• No person shall charge a lithium-ion battery for a powered mobility device in any of the 

following locations within a multi-family residential building of three (3) or more units: (a) any 

common area, including lobbies, hallways, laundry rooms, and common storage rooms; (b) any 

basement or below-grade space; (c) any egress path, stairwell, or emergency exit corridor; or (d) any 

utility room or mechanical room. This prohibition is enacted as a local enhancement under N.J.S.A. 

40:48-1, consistent with pending NJ S4855 and Hoboken’s 2025 ordinance, and exceeds the NJ 

Uniform Fire Code (2018 IFC) minimum. 

• No person shall store, park, or leave unattended a powered mobility device while connected 

to a charging device in any of the locations identified in subsection (a) through (d) above. Powered 

mobility devices may be stored in such areas when not connected to a charging device, subject to 

building rules and applicable fire codes. 

 

D. Battery Disposal Prohibition. 

• No person or business within the Borough of Morris Plains shall dispose of a lithium-ion 

battery for a powered mobility device in the solid waste collection stream or in any recycling 

receptacle. Lithium-ion batteries must be delivered to a certified battery recycler or approved 

household hazardous waste collection point. Residents and businesses are directed to the New Jersey 

“Avoid The Spark” Call2Recycle program (call2recycle.org/avoid-the-sparknj or 1-877-2-

RECYCLE) or the Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority (MCMUA) hazardous waste program. 

The Morris Plains Municipal Recycling Depot at 263 Tabor Road participates in the MCMUA 

hazardous waste program. This prohibition is consistent with the Morris Plains Board of Health 

lithium-ion battery disposal guidance (July 2024) and gives that guidance regulatory enforcement 

authority. 

 



 

 

E. Speed Modification and BMS Bypass Prohibition. 

• The sale, offer for sale, or installation of any device, component, software modification, or kit 

designed or intended to: (a) increase the motor-powered speed of a low-speed electric bicycle beyond 

20 miles per hour, or a motorized bicycle beyond 28 miles per hour; or (b) bypass, disable, or defeat 

the battery management system (BMS) or any thermal protection feature of a lithium-ion battery for a 

powered mobility device, is prohibited within the Borough of Morris Plains. This prohibition 

supplements the statewide prohibition under N.J. S4834/A6235 Section 3(j) and carries the penalties 

of Section 22A-9 as a local violation. 

22A-7. Enforcement. 

This Chapter shall be enforced by the Police Department and such other employees, officers, or agents 

of the Borough as may be designated by the Borough Council. The Borough Fire Prevention Bureau 

shall have enforcement authority for all provisions of Article III (Lithium-Ion Battery Safety) and shall 

conduct quarterly inspections of all specialized bike retailers. 

 

A.  Educational Enforcement Period. 

Consistent with the Police Department’s stated prevention-first philosophy, the Chief of Police may, 

at his or her discretion, designate an initial educational enforcement period of up to ninety (90) days 

following the effective date of this Ordinance. During such period, officers may issue written 

warnings in lieu of fines for first-time violations, with the goal of community education and 

compliance. This discretion does not apply to violations involving egregious, reckless, or repeat 

conduct, or to violations by persons who have previously received a warning under this Chapter. 

 

B.  Public Education Program. 

The Police Department is authorized to develop and implement a public education program, in 

coordination with the Mayor, Borough Council, and Morris Plains School District, to inform riders 

and parents of all ages about the requirements of this Chapter and applicable state law. The program 

may include distribution of informational materials, school presentations, and community outreach 

events. Summary signage shall be posted at Borough park entrances, school zones, and business 

district entry points. 

22A-8. Temporary Impoundment and Forfeiture. 

If the operator of an electric scooter or electric bicycle, after being cited for a violation of this Chapter 

or of any applicable provision of N.J.S.A. 39:1-1 et seq., or after receiving a warning in lieu of same, 

gives reason to believe that the operator will continue to operate the device in an unsafe manner, said 

device may be temporarily impounded at the Morris Plains Police Department impound garage/yard. 

 

A.  Condition Documentation. 

At the time of impoundment, the impounding officer shall prepare a written condition report 

documenting the device's make, model, serial number (if visible), and any pre-existing visible damage 

or defects. The condition report shall be signed by the impounding officer and, if practicable, by the 

owner or operator. A copy shall be provided to the owner or operator at the time of impoundment or, 

if the owner is not present, shall be available upon retrieval. This report shall be the basis for resolving 

any dispute regarding the condition of the device at the time of impoundment. 

 

B.  Impoundment at Owner's Risk. 

Impoundment and storage of any device pursuant to this Chapter are at the owner's risk as to: (i) 

ordinary weathering or deterioration of the device during storage; (ii) battery self-discharge or battery 

degradation arising from storage conditions; and (iii) any pre-existing mechanical, structural, or 

cosmetic damage documented in the condition report at the time of impoundment. The Borough shall 

not be liable for diminution in value of the device resulting from lawful impoundment and storage. 

Nothing in this section limits the Borough's obligations under the New Jersey Tort Claims Act 

(N.J.S.A. 59:1-1 et seq.) with respect to negligent handling of the device by Borough employees. 

 

C.  Transportation by Towing Contractor. 

Where a device is transported to the impound facility by a Borough-authorized towing contractor rather 

than in a Borough vehicle, the towing contractor shall be responsible for the device while it is in the 

contractor's custody. Any Borough-authorized towing contract shall require the contractor to carry 

liability coverage for personal property in its custody during towing and transport. The Borough shall 

not be liable for damage to a device that occurs while the device is in the custody of an authorized 

towing contractor. The Borough Attorney and the Borough's risk manager shall confirm, prior to the 

effective date of this Ordinance, that the existing municipal insurance program and towing contract 

adequately address this exposure. 

 

D.  Redemption and Forfeiture. 



 

 

The device owner, or, if the device owner is under 18 years of age, their parent or guardian, may 

retrieve the device from impoundment within 180 days upon payment of a storage fee of $10 per 

day. If the impounded device is not claimed within 180 days, such device shall be deemed forfeited 

and may be destroyed by the Borough. 

 

E.  Records. 

The Police Department shall maintain records of all impounded and forfeited devices, including the 

condition report, all correspondence with the owner, and the ultimate disposition of each device. 

 

22A-9. Violations and Penalties. 

Any person violating the provisions of this Chapter shall be subject to the following penalties: 

A.  First Offense. 

• Any adult violator shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $200. 

• Any minor who violates this Chapter on a first offense shall be issued a written reprimand by 

the Morris Plains Police Department, addressed to the parents or guardians of said minor, stating the 

nature of the violation and a warning that repetition may subject the parent or guardian to a fine not to 

exceed $200 and impoundment of the device for a period of not less than 7 days nor more than 60 

days. 

 

B.  Second Offense. 

• Any adult violator shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $350. 

• The parent or guardian of any minor who commits a second offense shall be subject to a fine 

not to exceed $200 and/or the Police Department shall impound the device pending a Municipal Court 

hearing, during which the device may be impounded for not less than 7 nor more than 60 days. 

 

C.  Third or Subsequent Offenses. 

• Any adult violator shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $500. 

• The parent or guardian of any minor committing a third or subsequent offense shall be subject 

to a fine not to exceed $500 and/or the Police Department shall impound the device, which may be 

forfeited and destroyed by the Borough. 

 

D. Battery Safety Violations (Article III). 

• Any person or entity that violates any provision of Article III (Lithium-Ion Battery Safety) of 

this Chapter shall be liable for a civil penalty of $200 for a first violation. 

• For each subsequent violation issued for the same offense within two years of the date of the 

first violation, a civil penalty of $1,000 shall apply. 

 

E. Unidentified Minor Violators. 

• If a law enforcement officer cannot determine the name and address of the parent or guardian 

of any minor who violates this Chapter, the device shall be confiscated and the minor offender shall 

be summoned to appear at the Morris Plains Police Department with a parent or guardian, at which 

time a summons shall be issued. If the parent or guardian does not appear within 30 days of 

confiscation, the device shall be forfeited and destroyed. 

 

Section 3: 

 

 All other provisions of the aforesaid Ordinance shall be unaffected and are hereby continued. 

 

Section 4: 

 

 All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such 

inconsistency. 
 

Section 5: 

 

 If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in any Court of competent 

jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or provisions of this Ordinance, except so far 

as the section or provision so declared invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion 

thereof.  

 

Section 6: 

 

 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication as provided by law. 



 

 

 

Introduced: June 18, 2026 

Adopted:   July 16, 2026 

 

/s/ Jason C. Karr  

 


