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1 Introduction

The Borough of Morris Plains has extensive park and open space resources. See Figure 1. Within its
boundaries, the Borough has municipal parks, recreational trail systems, and conserved open space.
The Borough last updated its Open Space and Recreation Plan Element of its Master Plan in 2003.
The purpose of this amendment to the Open Space and Recreation Plan Element is to ensure that all
open space and recreation resources acquired and/or created since the 2003 Open Space and
Recreation Plan Element are inventoried in the Borough's Master Plan. This document also includes
open space and recreation resources tisted in the 2003 Open Space and Recreation Plan Element
so that all the Borough'’s resources are inventoried in one document.




2 Inventory of Open Space and Recreation in Morris Plains

Borough Owned Open Space and Recreation Resources

Table 1 provides details on the Borough-owned open space and recreation resources including

names, addresses, blocks/lots, zoning, acreage, and amenities,

Table 1: Borough Owned Open Space and Recreation Resources, Morris Plains, NJ

NAME OF
RESQURCE

THE AMERICAN
RoAD OPEN
SPACE

BRIARCLIFF OPEN
SPACE

BLOCK(S)/LOT(S) 5 LOCATION

Block 11/Lots 7
and 8

(Lot 8 is owned by
Hanover
Township)

Block 161/Lot

1.01

CHILDREN’S PARK

CENTRAL AVENUE
PARK
COMMUNITY PARK
CourTt Roab

PARK

COURT RoAD
QOPEN SPACE

Block 82.02/Lot

15

Block 41.02/1.ot
35

Biock 185/1L.ot

9.02

Block 191/Lot 5

Block 11/Lots

6.01

The American Road, on

the east side north of
Hanover Avenue and on
the eastern boundary of
the Borough

Briarcliff Road, east of
Drake Way and west of
Greenwood Road

Mountain Way adjacent
to intersaction of

Mountain Way and Tower
Hill Read

51 Central Avenue

51 Jim Fear Drive

15 Littleton Road

ACREAGE

e ('I_'ot 7)

3.67 acres (Lot 8)

Total = 6.97 acres

16.49 acres

0.192 acres

17.67 acres

39.8 acres

8.27 acres

Court Road, between
Court Road and the
office buildings and
residential development
on The American Road.

4,75 acres




NAME OF
RESOURCE

FORGE POND
TRACT

IDLEWILD POOL

JiM FEAR DRIVE
OPEN SPACE

LAUREL STREET

LITTLETON RoAD
OPEN SPACE

MALAPARDIS
RoaAD OPEN
SPACE

MALAPARDIS
OPEN SPACE

MALAPARDIS AND
JOHNSON ROAD
OPEN SPACE
MOUNTAIN WAY
OPEN SPACE

BLOCK(S)/LOT(S)

Block 101/Lots
5.01-5.04; 6; and
8

- Block 72.03/Lot 7

(poot)

Block 72.01/ Lot
12.01(parking
area)

Block 185/Lot &

Block 91/L.ot 1

Block 161.04/Lot
1

Block 171/Lot 14

Block 183.01/Lot

5.01

Block171/Lot 2

Block 22/Lot 12

LOCATION

Woest of Foxwoods
Condominiums and
railroad right-of-way on
the Parsippany-Troy Hills
border.

60 Sylvan Drive

1 Jim Fear Drive

Laurel Street, to the rear
of homes located on the
westerly side of Laurel
Street

Littleton Road, on the
west side of the road to

the south of the Kohl’s
Shopping Center

Malapardis Road, onthe
north side of the road to
the east of Bryce Way

1 Malapardis Road

78 Malapardis Road

320 Speedwell Avenue

ACREAGE

4,29 acres

1.85acres

2.035 acres

14.78 acres

0.41 acres

2.2 acres

0.553 acres

1.42 acres

0.142 acres




NAME OF

BLOCK(S)/LOT(S)

RESOURCE
MOUNTAIN Block 912/Lot 1
AVENUE OPEN
SPACE
PARKER DRIVE Bloclk 194/ Lot 4
OPEN SPACE
ROBERTS GARDEN : Block 42, Lots 1
and 1.12
SIMONS PARK Block 21/Lot 2
T T R T Py v
OPEN SPACE 1& 3
Block 114/ Lot 1
Sunaeie e
AREA
SUN VALLEY OPEN | Block 911/Lot27 |
SPACE
SUN VALLEY 133 Sun Valley
DETENTION BASIN | Way {Block
131/Lot 32)

Davenport (Block

914/Lot 1)

LOCATION

Located to the west of
Sun Vatley Way, esast of
Laursl Street, and
between homes along
Davenport Avenue, and
Northview Drive

Park Road between the
end of Park Road and
Parker Drive

120 Mountain Way (Lot 1)

and Glenbrook Road (Lot
1.12)

Mountain Way between

Hitlview Avenue and
Hanover Avenue

South Road

Sun Valley Way on the
east side of the streetto
the west of the railroad
tracks

ACREAGE

5.62 acres

3.49 acres

Lot1(1szacres) e

Lot 1.12 (3.09 acres)

Total=4.71 acres

8.85 acres

Block 113/Lot 1 (0.344 acres)
Block 113/Lot 3(1.01 acres)
Block 114/Lot 1 (0.62 acres)

Total=1.97 acres

5.34 acres

West of Sun Vatley Way
and South of Davenport
Ave,

Block 131/Lot32

Block 914/Lot 1

0.138 acres

' Block 131/Lot 32 (0.79 acres)

Block 914/l.ot 1 (2.22 acres)
Total = 3.01 acres




NAME OF
RESOURCE

SyLVAN DRIVE
OPEN SPACE

TasoR ROAD
OPEN SPACE

TOTTEN WAY
OPEN SPACE

TOWER HILL OPEN |

SPACE

VETERANS FIELD

WATNONG PARK

WATNONG BROOK

GREENWAY

9/11 MEMORIAL
PARK

BLOCK(S)/1.OT(S)

Block 72.05/L.ot 1

Block 113/Lots

36, 36.02, 37, 38;
39, 40, and 41

. Block 183.04/Lot
1

Block 73.04/Lot
11

Block 141/Lots

2.01 and 17.01

Block 131/Lot 1

Block 63/Lot
48,04

' Block 141/Lots 1,

13, 14, 15, 16.01

LOCATION

Sylvan Drive

| 263, 271, 273, and 275

Tabor Road

Hillcrest Avenue

Totten Way cul-de-sac

East side of Tower Hill
Rd. to the North of
Lindabury Lane and West
of Grove Avenue

ACREAGE

0.1 acres

Lot 36 (11.06 acres)
Lot 36.02 (4.09 acres)
Lot 37 (0.172 acres)
Lot 38 (0.172 acres)
Lot 39 (0.172 acres)
Lot 40 (0.172 acres)
Lot 41 (0.34 acres)

Total=16.18 acres

0.25 acres

3.6 acres

33 Tabor Road (Lot 2.01)

21 Tabor Road Rear (Lot
17.01)

Lot2.01 (4.0 acres)' )
i Lot17.01 (1.7 acres)

' Total=5.7 acres

| 141 Mountain Way

Road and Littieton Road

3.29acres

Lot 1 (1.39 acres)

Lot 13 (0.60 acres)
Lot 14 (0.54 acres)
Lot 15 (0.66 acres)
Lot 16.01 (0.25 acres)

Total = 3.44 acres




Recreational Trails and Multi-Modal Roadways

Morris Plains contains multiple roadways which are designated as shared roadways which
encourage multi-modal use. These corridors include Mountain Way, Central Avenue, a portion of
Granniss Avenue, Stiles Avenue, and a portion of Glenbrook Road. Walking trails are also provided
adjacent to several roadways, located primarily along Tabor Road (9/11 Memorial Traif) and Littleton
Road, which connect to smaller recreational paths located within park/open space areas. The 9/11
Memorial trail begins near the intersection of Littleton Road and Tabor Road, passes by 9/11
Memorial Park and Veteran’s Field, and terminates near the Briarcliff Open Space. The Littleton Road
trail similarly begins near the intersection of Taber Road, and continues northeast to the Muncipal
boundary near Route 10. Additional recreational trails located within park/open space areas within
Morris Plains are shown in the table below.

Table 2: Recreational Trails within Park/Open Space Areas, Morris Plains, N)

TrAIL NAME Location (. DESCRIPTION
COMMUNITY PARK Community Park This shaded dirt/paved trait begins at
TRAHL Community Park, cuts through a wooded
area and fishing pond to the north, and ends

at Johnson Road.

BRIARCLIFF TRAIL ! Briarcliff Open Space This hilly and gravel trait cuts through the
Briarcliff Open Space area beginning at
Briarcliff Road and terminating at Tabor
e L BOBD,
COURT ROAD TRAIL Court Road Pari This dirt/paved trail connects to Littleton

Road, cuts through Court Road Park and the
open space south of Court road Park,
terminating near the American Road
SO R commercial developmentarea.

ParK ROAD TRAIL Park Road/Forest Drive Short dirt trait which connects Park Road and
Forest Drive through a small wooded area in
R a residential neighborhood. o

SUN VALLEY WAy Sun Vatley Way Open A circular trail tocated within the open

TRAIL Space 1 space/wooded area along Sun Valley Way.

TRAIN STATION TRAIL | Morris Plains Train Station | This paved trail begins along the eastern side
of the railroad tracks near the parking lot,
and continues further southeast to connect
to the residential development along
American Road. This trail then continues into
the residential development and hooks back
._.0nto American Road further south.




Other Publicly Owned Open Space and Recreation Resources

Other publicly owned open space and recreation resources in the Borough include parcels owned
by Morris County, the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and the New Jersey Department of
Human Services. These parcels are detailed in the table below.

Table 3: Other Publicly Owned Open Space and Recreation Resources, Morris Plains, NJ

NAME OF BLOCKSI/LOT(S) | LOGATION ~ | GWNER T ACREAGE
RESOURCE
County Block 39/Lot 34 | Central Avenue | Morris County | 10.7 acres
Open
Space
NJDOT | Block111/Lots1 | Route 10/North | NJ 2.76 acres
LAND ON and 2 Road Department of
PROSPECT Transportation
AVENUE
NIDOT T e Th e
LAND ON 2 Department of
TABCR ROAD Transportation

WHIPPANY | Block 39/Lots 35 | West Hanover [Nj | 13.7 acres
RIVEROPEN | & 36 Avenue/Central | Department of
SPACE & Avenue Human
JAQUI POND Services

Privately Owned Open Space and Recreation Resources

Privately owned open space and recreation resources in the Borough include parcels created as
part of larger developments. These parcels are detailed in the table below.

Table 4: Privately-Owned Open Space and Recreation Resources, Morris Plains, NJ

NAME QF BLOCK(S)/LOT(S) . LOCATION OWNER ACREAGE
RESOURCE
THE Block 11/Lot 3.01 | Whitney Avenue US Home Corp 7.47 acres
AMERICAN d/b/a Lennar
RoAD OPEN
Space b S S S
| M&MOPEN | Block 121/L.ot 170 Tabor Road Tabor Road 5.4 acres
SPACE LoOT 1.06 Master
ME&M Block 121/Lot 180 Tabor Road Tabor Road 8.5 acres
DRAINAGE 1.07 Master
BasIN ... |Associationine. |




Conservation Easements

There are conservation easements located throughout the Borough. The easements are detailed in

the table below.

Table 5: Conservation Easements, Morris Plains, NJ

NAME OF RESOURCE

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE
PARK e
THE AMERICAN TRAIL
[EASEMENT

HIGHLANDS
CONSERVATION
_EASEMENT

CONSERVATION
EASEMENT
M&M AT MORRIS
PLAINS CONSERVATION
EASEMENT

201 TABOR
CONSERVATION
EASEMENT

CONSERVATION
EASEMENT s
BRIARCLIFF COMMONS
CONSERVATION
_EASEMENT
250 JOHNSON ROAD
CONSERVATION
EASEMENT
CONSERVATION
EASEMENT
(ASSISTED LIVING
Facwmy)
WEICHERT
CONSERVATION
EASEMENT
61 MALAPARDIS ROAD
CONSERVATION
EASEMENT
7 SCHOOL VIEW DRIVE
CONSERVATION

CANDLEWOOD

oo1Tason

BLOCK(S)
11

24

151

161

171

185

| LoT
P/QOF1.05

P/OOF3

P/O OF 2

P/O OF 2.01

OWNER
WU/LH 500 American

LLC
AMP Equities LLC

Forty East Hanover

LLC

'HPT CW Prop

TR/Thomson Tax, K

Tabor Road Master

Assn Inc

Tabor Road Owner

LLC

P/O OF 2.02

PF/OoF1

P/O OF 44

P/O of 45.01

 Tabor Road LLC

Cushman/Wakefield

Morris Plains Holding
UELLC

'SZR Morris Plains

Assisted Living P

225 Littteton Road,
LLC

Ecker, Francesca

M/Konrad Z2

P/Oor7.01

Cortesre, John & Maria

EBASEMENT

2.80

0.30

0.29

2.43

1.48




| NAME OF RESOURCE | BLOCK(S)
| 370LDWOODDRIVE | 193
CONSERVATION i
_EASEMENT __!

|
]
|

_ "'?'0;'16'
Grzegorz/Kanczewski,
! Justine i

10



